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Filoti, where we stayed for ten weeks in the autumn of 1977, is an inner

mountain village ofNaxos Island. Naxos is the largest island of the Cyclades group

which is situated in亡he southern part of the Aegean Sea. The islands of the Cy-

clades constitute one "nomos" (prefecture), an administrative district of which

there are fifty-two in the whole of Greece, and contain eight smaller adminis-

trativa- districts called "eparchie." The whole of Naxos Island comprises one of

the eight eparchies and is furtherbrokeninto 22 smaller local units: 21日koinotites"

(village communities) and one Hdeme" (municipality). Filoti is one of the twenty-

one koinotites in Naxos. About eight hours of ship-travel from Pireus brings us to

Naxos City, the only port town on the island. Filoti is reachedafteraforty-minute

busride from this port town.

The Greek word "koinotis" literally means commune. But we can single out

several aspects or elements of social and economic life in Filoti that may serve to

refine the definition of koinotis as it is used to describe a phenomenon of con-

temporary Greece. First of all, koinotis is local self-government by a "proedros"

(president) and councilors elected by the villagers, and consequently it has its own

budget and its own civil servants. In the second place, koinotis often coincides

with a parish of the Greek Orthodox Church.Koinotis Filoti has its own parish

church and its own village priest who is married and settled there, exerting a great

influence on his parishioners. The third aspect ofkoinotis is that it always has an

elementary school for its own children, and therefore it is also a r響onal unit of
elementary education of this country. In the fourth place, koinotis is also a ter-

ritorial community of people who share a common dwelling place and a common

place of production, since the houses of villagers constitute a compact settlement

and most of their land and fields are placed within the communual district.

And lastly, koinotis is often a body that has communally owned land which

is used chiefly for the grazing land of sheep and goats within its administrative

district. This last aspect of koinotis is very important for F'iloti, which is a fairly

pastoral village both in terms of the occupations of the villagers and in the relative

importance of shepherd villagers'income-source. In this paper, I shall survey this

aspect of Filoti paying attention mainly to the way of life of shepherds and their

relation to the communally-owned pasture land.
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Settlemen t and Communal District

Greek village communities are generally divided into two kinds of space: one

is the compact settlement area where the villagers'houses are concentrated, and

the other is the surrounding area, still a part of the communal administrative dis-

trict, comprising the villagers'land and fields. Referring to contemporary Messenian

villages, S. Aschenbrenner states that "Following prevailing Mediterranean custom,

the people of this area have a strong inclination to a nuclear residential area, set

like a hub in the midst of their surrounding fields."ll Many village communities

of Messenia have only one or two compact settlement areas in their communal

districts. And this seems to be the case in almost all other regions of Greece as
well.2

Table 1 Number of Communities and Settlements in Greece

R eg io n s M u n ic ip alitie s C o m m u n itie s S e ttlem e n ts

G re a te r A th en s 3 7 1 9 1 6
、

C e n tral G re e c e 4 7 8 7 8 1 ,8 2 8

P e lo p o n n e se 3 4 1 ,3 2 7 2 ,4 7 1

Io n ia n Isla n d s 6 2 8 5 5 8 5

E p iru s 12 5 5 4 1 ,0 4 2

T h e ssaly 18 5 1 5 9 1 1

M a ce d o n ia 4 8 1 ,1 3 0 1 ,8 8 1

T h ra ce 8 15 2 5 4 8

A e g e an Islan d s I S 3 7 3 9 6 0

C re te l l 5 7 2 1 ,4 0 2

T o ta l 2 5 6 5 ,8 0 5 ll ,6 9 1

Source: Geographical, Administrative and Demographical Development of Greece, 182 1 -197 1.

(National Center of Social Research.) Vol. 3, Athens 1976. (in Greek) p.293

Table 2 Number of Communities and Settlements in the Cyclades

E parchies M u nicip alities C o m m un ities Settlem ents

A n dro s 1 23 7 6

T h ira 0 26 5 9

K e且 0 5 3 2

M ilo s 0 l l 4 2

N ax o s 1 2 1 5 2

Paro s 0 8 3 5

Sy ro s 3 8 3 1

T in o s 1 1 2 4 9

T o tal 6 114 37 6

Source: Geographical, Administrative and Demographical Development of Greece, 1821 -1971.

(National Center of Social Research) Vol. 3, Athens 1976. (in Greek) p.301
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Today, Greece is divided into two classes of local government: municipalities

(demoi) and village communities (koinotites). According to the census of 1971,

there are 256 municipalities and 5,805 village communities in Greece (see Table

1). And this census also counts ll,619 settlements (oikismoi) within these 6,061

(256 + 5,805) urban and rural local governments.31Consequently, one local com一

munity (demos or koinotis) consists of 1.9 settlements on the average. In the case

of the above mentioned, Messenia Nomos has 494 settlements in 8 municipalities

and 274 village communities, that is, 1.7 settlements per community. As for the

Cyclades Islands, the mean number of settlements per one community is a little

larger than that of Messenia and the whole of Greece. The Nome of Cyclades

has 376 settlements in 6 municipalities and 114 village communities (3.1 settle-

merits per community) (see Table 2). But eve? in this region, quite a number of
village communities have only one settlement in its district and it may safely be

said that the single-settlement village community is the most typical one of the

region.

On Naxos Island, consisting of one municipality and 21 village communities,

52 settlements are found (2.4 settlements per community). We can find here the

unusual village community of Halki which has 7 hamlets dispersed within a small

communal district on the olive一growing inner plain called Tragea.4) But this is

an exceptional case. As a matter of fact, ll village communities out of 21 have

only one settlement each (see Table 3). Six village communities have two or three

settlements. The Municipal and Communal Code (1954) recognizes the villages

with over 500 inhabitants and an elementary school as legal village communities. 5

Thus one would expect the eleven single-settlement village communities mentioned

above to have fair-sized populations of over 500 people. But the fact is that many

of them now have populations of between 100-500, and only a few have settle-

ments actually inhabited by over 500 people.

Table 3　Number of Settlements in the Communities ofNaxos

C o m m u n ities S e ttle m e n ts C o m m u n ities S e ttle m e n ts

1 . F ilo ti 1 1 2 . K in id ar o s 1

2 . D a n ak o s 1 1 3 . M e ra n e s 4

3 . A p ira n th s 2 1 4 . E n ga re s 1

4 . D a m an o n a s 3 1 5 . G a lin i 1

5 . H a lk 7 1 6 . P o ta m ia 3

6 . M o m 2 1 7 . S a g ri 5

7 . K o ro n o s 4 1 8 . A g io s A rren io s 2

8 . S k a d o 1 1 9 . G h n a d o 1

9 . M e si 1 2 0 . G ala n a d o 1

1 0 . K o ro n is 6 2 1 . V iv ri s 1

l l . K er am o ti 1 2 2 . N ax o s 3

Source: Map of the Nomos of Cyclades, 28-2 revised in 1972 by National Statistical Service of

Greece.



32　E.MATSUKI

Filoti, a single-settlement village, is the largest of all 21 village communities

in population as well as in the size of its communal district.6'The settlement of

Filoti is located at the geographical center of the island, on hills on the northern

flank of Mt. Za, the highest point in all of the Cyclades (1,002 m). About 400

white-plastered houses which are so popular in.the Aegean Islands are built closely

together, densely covering the slopes of two hills. The main road of Naxos runs

from the capital of the island, passing through this village along the foot of the

hills and continues on toward another large mountain village called Apiranthos.7
The settlement of Filoti is situated at the northern end of its extensive communal

district which stretches far into the southern mountainous area of the island (see

Fig. 1). Most of this communal district is occupied by a rugged mountain range

with an altitude of 500-600 meters, through which a few locky mule-paths run

from the settlement but no roads. A villager who owns an olive grove at the

farthest end of the communal district must ride on a mule or a donkey for four

hours to get there from his home in the settlement.

Fig. 1. Settlements and Communal Districts in Naxos

The people of Filoti used to call this mountainous area "exohi" (country-

sideいn contrast to the "horio'つsettlementいhe political, social, and cultural
center of village life. In the Hexohi" of Filoti, one can scarcely find any fair-sized
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plotsofarablelandexceptforolivegrovesscatteredhereandthere.Thegreater

partofthis"exohi"ismountainouspasture-land,whichismainlyusedforsheep

andgoats.Therefore,villagerswhohavetheclosestconnectionwiththe"exohi"

ineverydaylifeareshepherds,pasturingtheirflocksinthisareathroughoutthe

year.Onlyrarelydotheypossessとheirowngrazinglandsprivately.Aconsiderable

partofthenaturalpasturelandintheHexohi"belongstothevillagecommunity.

Accordingto=TheEconomicandSocialAtlasofGreece",41.3percentof

thetotallandareaofthiscountryispastureland."Andmostofthisvastareais

uplandnaturalpastureusedforthetraditionalgrazingofsheepandgoats.More-

over,itisimportanttonotethat53.5percentofallpasturelandinGreeceis

publicly-owned.InNaxos,pasturelandamountsto61percentoftotalsurface

呂三theislandincontrastwitharablelandconstitutingonly!

wmuchcommonlandisthereinthecommunities。fNax。s号3.8percent."But
Table4isderivedfromdataobtainedfromtheofficeoftheNomeofCy-

Table4Communallyィ>wnedLandsandPrivatel。andsin22CommunitiesofNaxos

Comm unities

1. Fioti

2. Danakos

3. Apiranthos

4. Damanonas

5. Halki

6. Moni

7. Koronos

8. Skad0

9. Mesi

10. Koronis

ll. Keiamoti

12. Kimdaros

13. Melanes

14. Engares

15. Gahm

16. Potamia

17. Sagri

18. Agios Arsenios

19. Glinado

20. Galanado

21. Vivros

22. Naxos

C o m m u n al C om m un allyーow ned
P rivate la∫ーdS O th er land s

d istricts lan d s

93 ,0 00 5 6 ,00 0 (6 2.2) 15 ,600 (16.8) 2 1,4 00 (2 3 .0)

10 ,0 00 5 ,90 0 (5 9 .0) 2,9 00 (2 9.0) 1,200 (12 .0)

68 ,0 00 18 ,900 (2 7.8) 35 ,4 00 (5 2.1) 13,7 00 (2 0 .1)

3 2,0 00 7 ,60 0 (23.8) 3,700 (ll .6 ) 2 0,7 00 (6 4 .6)

10 ,0 00 800 ( 8.0) 2,300 (2 3.0 ) 6 ,9 00 (6 9.0 )

6 ,00 0 2,700 (45 .0) 90 0 (15 .0 ) 2 ,4 00 (4 0.0 )

22 ,0 00 10,200 (4 6.4) 8 ,100 (3 6.8 ) 3,7 00 (16.8 )

8 ,00 0 W ( 一一) 5,00 0 (62 .5 ) 3 ,00 0 (3 7.5 )

7 ,00 0 - ( - ) 6 ,00 0 (85 .7 ) 1,00 0 (14 .3 )

4 2 ,00 0 - ( I ) 33 ,70 0 (80 .2 ) 8 ,30 0 (19 .8 )

6 ,00 0 1,00 0 (20 .0) 2 ,00 0 (4 1.7 ) 2 ,300 (38 .3 )

2 5 ,00 0 - ( - ) 18 ,10 0 (72 .4 ) 6 ,900 (27 .6 )

12 ,00 0 - ( - ) 6 ,00 0 (5 0 .0 ) 6,0 00 (5 0 .0)

4 ,00 0 - ( - ) 1,10 0 (27.5 ) 2,900 (7 2 .5)

6,00 0 - ( - ) 3 ,10 0 (5 1.7) 2,9 00 (4 8 .3)

10,0 0 0 30 0 ( 3.0) 6,200 (6 2.0) 3,5 00 (3 5.0)

2 8,00 0 50 0 ( 1.7 12 ,200 (4 3.6) 15 ,3 00 (5 4 .7)

12,0 00 - I 一蝣) 6,200 (5 1 .7 1 5 ,80 0 (4 8.3)

4 ,0 00 - ( - ) 5 00 (12.5 ) 3 ,50 0 (8 7.5 )

4 ,0 00 - ( - 9 00 (2 2.5 ) 3 ,10 0 (7 7.5 )

10 ,0 00 - ( - ) 2 ,6 00 (2 6.0 ) 7 ,4 0 0 (74 .0)

12,0 00
- - 6 ,200 (5 1.7) 5 ,80 0 (48 .3 )

13 1,0 00 1 04 ,100 (24.2) 179 ,2 00 (4 1.6 ) 144 ,700 (34 .2)

Source: Data obtained from the prefectural office of the Cyclades unit of area: stremma. Number in

( ) are percentages of the communal districts.
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clades at Ermoupolis. It shows the total area of administrative districts, com-

munally-owned land and privately-owned land in each of the 22 local government

districts in Naxos. What attracts our attention first is the fact that not every vil-

ye community has its own common land. Ten village communities out of 22

have communally-owned lands. And all of these 10 village communities are situaト

ed in the southern part of the island. None of the northern communities has com-

monly-owned land. It appears that the absence of suitable sites for settlement in

the southern part of the island is responsible for the denseness and small size of
the northern communities which are at most 3_5 km in diameter. The size of

communal districts seems to be an important factor explaining why some com-

munities have commonly-owned lands while others do not.

It is also noteworthy that the proportion of privately-owned land in every

communal district is fairly low, including those communities without common

lands. Privately-owned land amounts to only ll.6 per cent of all land in the

community ofDamarionas, and 41.6 per cent in all of Naxos. One can see from

this there is a considerable amount of other public land aside from communally-

owned land in every local district. In fact, all private and communally-owned

lands comprise only 65 per cent of the total area of Naxos Island. In the village

communities of Filoti, Danakos, Damarionas, Moni and Koronos communally-

owned land exceeds privately-owned land in area. The scarcity of privately-owned

land in Naxos is, in fact, directly related to the large proportion of pasture lands

which are publicly-owned.

Finally, special mention should be made of the large common land of Filoti.

Filoti has by far the most communally-owned land among the 10 village com-

munities. It has three times as much as Apiranthos which has the second most.

The total area ′of communally-owned land in Filoti amounts to 56,000 stremmata;

this is 54 per cent of the total of communally-owned land in all communities*on

Naxos. Furthermore, the proportion of common land to the total area of the

communal administrative district is also the greatest of all ten village communities

(62.2%). As would be imagined, this large common land of Filoti is made up of
many pieces of pasture land scattered all over the extensive communal district,

which is about 18 km long and 9 kmwide. Some 18 thousand head of sheep and

goats owned by the shepherds of Filoti graze there all through the year. Flocks

of sheep, tended by lone shepherds with staffs across their shoulders, dot the
mountainsides of Filoti.

Community and Communally-Owned Land

According to H.F. Alderfer, the communally-owned land of modern Greek

village communities historically derives from three sources: (1) land originally

owned by a community itself from the time of Turkish rule and kept continuous-

ly after the Liberation, (2) land originally belonging to Turks and later divided

among the communes, the national government, and the revolutionary leaders

after the Liberation, and (3) land donated or bequeathed by individuals. Io) I was
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unable to get data on the historical origin of the communally-owned land of Filoti

or of other communities on Naxos, but it is not likely that the Turks ever owned

that land, most of which is found in the relatively inaccessible rugged mountain

area.1" The Turks, as a rule, took for themselves land in the fertile plains and in
the cities. Moreover, it is known that at most 10-15 families of Turks lived in

Naxos during Ottoman rule. 12> Therefore, common land in Filoti and other com一

munities on Naxos probably was land that had traditionally belonged to c0m一

munity from the time of Turkish rule or before.

I. T. Sanders gives four ways in which land was held in Greece under Turkish

rule. 13) The first form of land holding was under the right of sovereignty by which

vast expanses of land belonged to the Turkish state and to the Sultan. Parts of this

land were subsequently granted to individual Turks as fie fs. This land was located

chiefly in the richest parts of Greece. The second form of land holding was by

monasteries and religious foundations. The third form was indivudual, the small

plots owned privately by inhabitants of the autonomous big villages called

Hkephalochoria." These settlements were usually in the mountain or hill regions.

Because of their poor soil and inaccessible location, they remained relatively free

from Turkish control and were not as controlled economically as other parts of

Greece. This type of property was in the tradition of small holdings preserved

from Byzantine times. Frequently these small lands were planted with olive trees

and grape vines.

And the fourth form of land holding was ownership by the communes them-

selves. The Turks allowed the communes which had existed prior to the occupa-
tion to continue with the same administrative institutions. These autonomous

communes (cities and villages) elected representatives called Hdemogerontes"

(elder) to govern themselves. The occupying Turks also respected the communal-

ly owned property reserved for the needs of communes in general. This property

was mainly pasture and woods, and administrated by the demogerontes above
mentioned.

Thus, the ownership of land by communes was an important form of land

holding and was common throughout Greece under Turkish rule. Though it is

difficult to say how far back the origin of the Greek village community as a rural

self-governing unit goes, 141 we can safely say that much of its development as an

autonomous body was in the days of Ottoman rule. Since the Turks were mainly

interested in tribute and maintenance of a military establishment, they allowed

the Greek inhabitants a fair amount of independence. Especially on the islands

and in the most mountainous regions, the Greeks enjoyed much autonomy. Many

self-governing communes and confederations of communes existed throughout

Greece and the Aegean Islands. They were ordinarily called Hkoina' Hkoinotis"

commune) or "politeia" (state). The communes of Parikia and of Naoussa were

on Paros Island. As for Naxos, three "konia" were recongnized by the Turkish

authority from the year 1621 on. One was for the Catholic inhabitants of the

island, another for the Orthodox population of the island's capital town, and the

third was the "koinon" for all the other villages in Naxos which numbered about

twenty.161 It is probable that village Filoti participated in the last one, and that
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except for the representative sent to the federation of all villages in Naxos, its

communal administration was separate and autonomous. The elected communal

authority performed such functions as tax collection, appointment of communal

employees, administration of school and church, the calling of assembly when the

need arose, and finally, the administration of communally-owned land and pro-

perty.

After the independence, the government of King Othon which wanted to

centralize the state gave a strong blow to autonomous local communities. By

legislation in 1833, Greecewas arbitrarily divided into nomes, eparchies and denies.

The demes were established as the basic units of local governments of the new
village

osedcregular local unit. Each deme was composed of several village communities gather-

ed arbitrarily without regard to their historical backgrounds. Naxos Island was

also artificially divided into five demes of approximately equal population. They

were the demes of Apiranthos, Tragea, Koronis, Vivros and Naxos.I8) Between

1834 and 1845, the village ofFiloti was united with the neighboring village to the

east to form the deme ofApiranthos. But from 1845 to 1912, Filotiwas made a

part of the deme of Tragea, the center of which was Halki, the nearest village of

Filoti.19) By a law enacted in 1912, each village community was recognized for

the first time after the Liberation as a regular unit local government.

But even during the long period from 1833 to 1912, the village communities

constituting the demes continued to exist as separate entities. Village communities

were operative within the demes and maintained ownership of communal pro-

perty. In fact, one provision that was later added to the legislation of 1833 legaliz-

ed the village community as an owner and administrator of communal property:

"In case several villages are united to form one deme, each of these villages shall

reserve its own property- and its own administration of this property. And this

property cannot be merged unless the united villages unanimously agree and the

villages that do not have rights to the property purchase a share in it".20> The ad-

ministration of communally-owned land was entrusted to a committee of three

men elected from among the legitimate members of the village concerned. Thus,

even when village communities were not considered regular local governments of

this country, the land which traditionally belonged to villages continued to be

owned by the villages and not by the demes.

The law enacted in 1912, which became the fundamental legislation for

Greek local government from that time on, divided all of Greece into demes and

village communities. Boundaries were fixed at that time, and since then have not

radically changed. On Naxos Island, the five demes were replaced by sixteen aut0-

nomous village communities, one of which was Filoti.211 Although some aspects

of the system of Greek local government, of course, have changed since then, the

village community has remained one of the basic units of local governments and

has consistently been the owner and administrator of its own communally-owned
land.

With this background established, let us look now at communally owned
property of present-day Filoti. On the main street, a short distance from the

state, but were given little power. The community was not recognized as a
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Center Square or Hkendro",22　we find a one-room village office. It serves not

only as the office of a clerk called the ‖grammatikos", the sole full-time civil serv-

ant of the village, but also as the meeting place for the village president (proedros)

and six village councillors (meli). The proedros and village councillors are re-

sponsible for such tasks as the registration of births, baptisms, marriages and deaths,

the preparation for communal tax rolls, the making of an annual budget, the

maintenance of roads and wells, and the administration of communally-owned

land and property. For these tasks, the village office keeps several sorts of rol

including the cadastre of communally-owned land.

The cadastre of communally-owned land, or Hktimatologion", is kept in each

community that owns such lands, and a copy is also kept in the prefectural office.

The cadastre of Filoti was made in 1939 and comprised sixty separate numbered

pages.23　Each sheet recorded a separate piece of land. The communally-owned

land of Filoti thus consisted of sixty pieces of land in 1939. But when I stayed

there in 1977, the cadastre contained only 57 sheets; three pages (pages 8, 9, and

57) had been taken out because of lawsuits on these lands (see Table 5). On the

front of every page, the sort of land, its area, a description of its location
and boundaries, its estimated value, and so on are entered. On the back of the

page, a line-map of the land is sketched in pencil with the place names of neigh-

bouring areas noted. In a blank space on the map, the name of the plot of land

and its size expressed in stremmata is written in. (see Fig. 2)

Table 5　Communally-owned land of Filoti

N o . s tr em m a ta N 0 . strem m a ta N o . s tr em m a ta N 0 . s ti em m a ta

1 . 3 ,0 0 0 1 8 . 1 ,2 0 0 3 3 . 8 0 0 4 8 . 1 ,0 0 0

2 一 3 ,00 0 19 . 4 5 0 3 4 . 1 ,0 0 0 4 9 . 3 0 0

3 . 8 ,0 0 0 2 0 . 1 ,5 0 0 iS 2 ,0 0 0 5 0 . 10 0

4 . 4 ,0 0 0 2 1 . 7 0 0 3 6 . 5 0 0 5 1 . 4 0

5 1 0 ,0 0 0 2 2 . 7 0 0 3 7 . 5 0 0 5 2 . 2 0 0

6 . 2 0 ,0 0 0 2 3 . 2 5 0 3 8 . 5 0 0 5 3 . 2 0 0

7 . 1 0 ,0 0 0 2 4 . 6 0 0 3 9 . 5 0 0 5 4 . 2 0 0

1 0 . 5 0 0 2 5 . 5 0 0 4 0 . 1 2 0 5 5 . 1 0 0

l l . 3 ,5 0 0 2 6 . 5 0 4 1 . 7 0 5 6 . 2 5

1 2 . 2 5 0 2 7 . 1 ,5 0 0 4 2 . 8 0 0 5 8 . 6 0 0

1 3 . >,0 0 0 2 8 . 2 0 0 4 3 . 5 0 0 5 9 . 3 0 0

1 4 . 9 0 0 2 9 . 8 0 0 4 4 . 2 0 0 6 0 .

T o tal

10

1 0 3 ,8 4 5

1 5 . 3 ,0 0 0 3 0 . 5 0 0 4 5 . 1 ,0 0 0

1 6 . 5 0 0 3 1 . 2 0 0 4 6 . 4 ,0 0 0

1 7 . 1 ,5 0 0 3 2 - 1 5 0 4 7 . 2 ,0 0 0

Source: Book ofKtimatologion ofFiloti compiled in 1939.
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Almost all pieces of communally-owned land in Filoti are classified as

"mountain pasture land" except a few which are called "rocky areas." The fifty-

seven pieces of land are not all physically separated from each other. An extensive

area is often divided into several lots and registered separately on as many pages.

The vast area covering all of Mt. Za, for example, is divided into four parcels of

land centering around the peak of this mountain, and registered on pages 45, 46,

47, and 48. The sizes of the fifty-seven pieces of land vary widely from 10 to

20,000 stremmata. The area of these lands have not been surveyed exactly, but

only roughly and exaggeratedly estimated by the villagers. This explains why the

total area of the fifty-seven pieces of land given in the page of the cadastre amounts

to 103,845 stremmata, which exceeds not only the number recorded in the pre-

fec空ral office (56,000 stremmata), but also the total area of the administrative
district of Filoti itself (93,000 stremmata). And the value of these lands estimated
in 1939 also varies widely depending upon distance from the settlement and

its quality as grazing land. While the land around Mt. Za registered on pages 45-

48 is worth only 20 drachmes a stremma, a plot of pasture land near the settle-

ment is estimated at 6,000 drachmes per stremma.

It was impossible for me to locate all fifty-seven pieces of land on a map of

Filoti. Although the villagers know where each of these communally-owned lands

is and how to get there, they do not find it necessary to know the sites of these

lands on a map. Whenever I asked a villager to point out the site ofa piece of

communally-owned land on a map ofFiloti, he would always take me outside and

show me the way, indicating a mule-path over the mountains.

Shepherds as Villagers

Sheep and goats are an inherent part of the rural life of Greece. A short stay

in Filoti made me familiar with these animals as well as with donkeys and mules.

They are everywhere in Filoti, both in the settlement and in the Hexohi." But the

sheep and goats in these two different parts of the village have distinguishable

economic roles. Those found in the settlement are domestic and kept for the use

of the family. Most of Filoti's households, including non-agricultural ones, keep

some sheep and goats in their small enclosure within the settlement. These

animals supply the villagers with milk and cheese for everyday consumption.

These animals are usually called Hoikosita" (domestic). On the other hand, the

sheep and goats in the Hexohi''are raised in flocks under the keen eyes of shepherds

(poimin) in order to produce cheese, meat and other goods for market. They are

called "poimenika" in contrast with the "oikosita." Data obtained from the Agri-

cultural Cooperative of Naxos also distinguishes the animals kept in the settle-

ment from those pastured in the peripheral areas. According to the data on Filoti,

the number of Hoikosita" are 1,100 goats and 700 sheep, while the number of

``poimenika" are 10,000 goats and 6,400 sheep.;

In accordance with these different roles of animals, the villagers of Filoti

may also be divided into two parts: shepherds and the remaining villagers. In
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1911, Filoti had roughly 320-330 households. And some 100 households were

supported mainly by the stock farming of sheep and goats. The remaining house-

holds consisted of ordinary farmers (georgoi), laborers (ergatis) and other non-

agricultural occupants (see Table 6). Of course, the shepherds of Filoti are dif-

ferent from the transhumant shepherds in continental Greece.25'They are vil-

lagers of Filoti and have permanent dwellings there. Their wives and children live

in the settlement all year round. They tend their flocks in the mountain pasture

land of Filoti throughout the year. Most of them own not only flocks but also a

few pieces of land for growing fodder, olive trees, and grapes. Therefore, as the

proedros of Filoti told me, they axe not genuine shepherds, but are ``georgo-

ktinotrophoi" (farmer-stockbreeders). In the telephone book in my favorite vil-

lage coffeehouse, the occupation of these shepherds of Filoti was also expressed

as "georgo-poimin" (farmer herders) in contrast to other ordinary farmers (georgoi).

Thus, they are neither shepherds nor farmers, but both. Nevertheless, their main

occupation and main source of cash income is the pasturage of sheep and goats.

Their cultivation is of a self-subsistence nature or at most a secondary income

source. Cultivation for them is equivalent to farmers keeping several sheep or

goats for family consumption.

Table 6　Major non-agricultural Occupations in Filoti

Carpenter

Blacksmith

Tinsmith

Shoemaker

Tailor

Peddler

Mason

r
-
J
 
C
N
 
r
-
1
　
'
-
i
 
c
-
4
　
c
s
 
O

HHHU

B aker

B arbel

Butcher

Grocer

Painter

Electrician

Doctor

<

n

 

r

-

4

　

^

t

-

　

<

y

ノ

　

′

D

　

3

　

1

Priest

Teacher

Postman

Village clerk

Agrophilakas

Sexton

Mule porter

<

N

 

r

t

　

0

日
リ

Office clerk 10

Tab erna*

Coffeehouse*　3

Tobacco shop* 5

Olive-m ill *

Garage *

Stone-quarry* 1

(*:Keeper)

TheshepherdsofFilotigrazemostoftheirflocksonthecommunally-owned

pasturelandpayingataxofsixdrachmesperheadayeartothevillage.261This
pasturingtaxisimposedonlyontheHpoimenika",notontheHoikosita"keptin

thesettlementforfamilyconsumption.TheproedrosandtheCouncilmustpre-

parearolloftaxpayersandreportittotheNomeofCycladeseveryyear.This

rollliststhenumberofanimalsandthetaxforeachshepherdfeedinghisflocks

onthecommunally-ownedpastureland.Table7istakenfromthesectionofthe

taxrollfor1977entitled"Decisionnumber44/77.Taximpositionaccordingto

headsofanimalspasturing."

Firstofall,therolllistsinalphabeticalorderthefull-namesofallhouse-

holderswhousethecommunally-ownedpastureland.Thetotalnumberofsuch

householdersis93.Sinceallofthesenamesaredifferent,wecanseethatin1977

thereareatleast93householdersofshepherdsinFiloti.Thecommunally-owned

landofFilotiisusednotonlybymembersofthecommunity,butalsobysome

neighboringvillagerswhoarerequiredtopaytwiceasmuchasFilotiresidents.But
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thislistincludesonlyvillage

。fFil。tiwhouseonlytheirニsofFil

wnpriv霊.Anditprobablyalsoexcludesvillagers

pasturelands,thoughId。nothaveany

dataonthem.WhenIaskedtheproedrosthenumberofshepherdsinFiloti,he

replied,butwithoutshowinganyfoundation,thattherewere105.Takingthese

factsintoconsideration,itcansafelybesaidthatin1977Filotihadaboutone

hundredhouseholdsofshepherds.Afterthenamesofhouseholdersappearsthe

numberofanimalstheyarepasturingonthecommunally-ownedland.Thelargest

numberis550andthesmallestis25;theaverageis140.Therearesixhouseholds

thathaveover300animalsandtwenty-fivehouseholdswithunder100.Thenum-

berofanimalsinFilotiis12,845.

Table7ShepherdsofFilotiandPasturingTaxin1977
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Source:TaxrollofFilotiin1977.Decisionnumber44/77.Taximpositionaccordingtoheadsofanimalsin

pasturing.
*1.No.ofhousehold2.Nameofhouseh01der3.Numberofanimalspasturedincommunally-owned
land4.Numberofanimalscharged6drachmesperhead5.Numberofanimalscharged7drachmes

perhead6.Taxamountof1500rlessanimals7.Taxamountofanimalsover150heads.Totaltax

amount.

Theamountoftaxforeachshepherdisregisteredinthelastblank.Since

fiveanimalsareexemptedfromtaxationforeveryhousehold,thisamountTcanbe

foundbythefollowingequation;whenthenumberofpasturedanimals(A)is150

orfewer:T=6x(A-5).Butbecausethisisaprogressivetax,afterthefirst150

thetaxisraisedfrom6to7drachmesperhead.Asaresult,whentherearemore

than150animals,theequationisasfollows:T=6X(150-5)+7x(A-150).A

shepherdpasturing80sheeporgoatspays6X(80-5)drachmes,whileshepherds

pasturing200animalsmustpay6x(150-5)+7x(200-150)drachmes.Thetotal

revenuefromthispasturingtaxcomesto79,010drachmes.Butthisrepresents

only1.9percentofFiloti'srevenuein1977.Theimportanceofcommunally-

ownedlandinFiloti,therefore,doesnotderivefromitsfinancialroleinsupply-

ingtaxrevenue,butfromthefactthatitsuppliesshepherdswithacheapmeans

ofprod

villagersTctionandconsequentlysu

Asamatter。ffact,the冒portstheexistenceofalmostone-thirdofthe

argestcashincome。fFil。ti,asthepr。edr。s

toldme,issecuredfromtheproductionofcheeseandmeat.;

InGreece,therearemanydifferentsystemsfortheadministrationofsheep

andgoats,andasaresult,therearemanywaysoflifeforshepherdsorlivestock-

owners.281Butlayingasidedifferencesindetail,twofundamentalwaysoflive-

stockadministrationcanbedistinguished.Oneisthesemi-nomadicwayof

transhumantshepherdsorranchers,andtheotheristhesettledlivestock-owner's

wayoftendingtheirflocksatoneplacethroughouttheyear.Mostofthesheep

andgoatsinGreece(85percentaccordingtodatafromseveraldecadesagoand
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nowprobablylessthanthat)areraisedintheformerwayofadministration.:

Ofcourse,thissemi-nomadicwayitselfissubjecttowidevariations.SomeVlachs

innorthernGreeceregularlymovebackandforthbetweenasummerpseudo-

alpinepastureandawinterlowlandgrazingplace,owningneitherlandnorparma-

nentdwellingsatthesummernorthewintercamp.30)othersortsofshepherds

告avehomesettlementsandpermanent

。mmunally-ownedvillagelandassumm望wellingsinmountainvillagesanduse

rpasture,butdrivetheirflocksdown
intotheplainswhichtheyrentfromprivatemen,othercommunities,orthestate

andtendtheiranimalsthereduringtherainywintermonths.:"Thethirdarrange-

mentisthecaseoflivestock-ownerswholiveinvillagesontheplainandown

winterpasturefortheirflocks,butsendthemtomountainpastureinthesummer

withshepherdshiredcooperativelyorindividually.Ontheotherhand,asmaller

proportionofsheepandgoats(about15percentinthedatamentionedabove)

areraisedbysettledinhabitantsofplainsvillages.Theyaremainlyfarmers,and

thereforetheirsheepandgoatsareputtogetherintooneflockandgrazedbyone

ortwoshepherdsofthevillage,whotakethemoutoftheagriculturalfieldarea

tothepastureinthemorningandbringthembacktothevillageintheevening.:

ThestockbreedingofFilotiobviouslybelongstothesettledtypeofanimal

administration.OnlargeislandswithsimilarconditionstocontinentalGreece,

suchasCreteandEuboea,onecanfindsmall-scaletranshumance.33)Buton

NaxosIslandtheenvironmentdoesnotforcetheshepherdstopracticethiskind

oflivestockadministration.Thelivestock-ownersofFilotiaresettledvillagers,but

theyareshepherdsratherthanfarmers.Theyarenotessentiallyfarmerswhoare

engagedinfarmingandatthesametimeownanumberofsmallanimals.Neither

aretheyshepherdshiredtotendacombinedflockofthevillagefarmers'sheep

andgoats.Theypossesstheirownflocksthatareoftenlargeenoughtosupport

theirfamilies,andtheytendtheiranimalsforthemselvesalltheyearround.They

areliterallyvillage-settledshepherds.

EveryshepherdofFilotihasahomeinthesettlementandhisplaceofwork

intheHexohi."Hispasturelandoftenliesatadistanceof3-4hoursfromthesettle-

ment,andinsuchcases,hecanhardlyaffordtogothereandcomebackhome

everyday.Sohehasanothersimplestone-builtcottageinthe"exohi."Thiscot-

tage,usuallycalledaHmitato",ispartofasmallhomesteadenclosedwithalow

stonefenceandequippedwiththeinstallationsnecessaryforlivestockbreeding.

ThishomesteadasawholeiscalledaHmandra",andisthebaseofthedaily

pursuitsfortheshepherds.Hegrazeshisanimalonthecommunally-owned

pasturelandnearthisbase.ButhisHmandra"itselfisplacedonhisownland.

Heworksthreedaysaweek,typically,tendinghisflockthere,andthencomes

backhometospendtheotherhalfoftheweekwithhiswifeandlittlechildren,

leavinghisanimalsunderthecareofhissonorbrotherorcousin.Ifashepherd

householdhasonlyoneman,hemuststaythereallthetime.Therefore,afew

householdsorfamiliesmaymanagetheirflocksjointly.

Now,let'sexaminethecaseofthreeshepherdbrotherswithwhomIgot

acquaintedduringmystayinFiloti.Allofthem,B(50yearsold),S(48years

old)andD(41yearsold)wereborninFiloti.Theirfatherwasalsoashepherd
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and their only sister married a shepherd ofFiloti. Two sons ofB likewise became

shepherds. The houses of these three brothers in the settlement are all part of

their wives'dowries. There father's house was dowered at their sister's marriage.

They inherited jointly their father's estate of 500 stremmata that is located at a

three hours'distance from the settlement. There they have a "mandra" equipped

with a cottage and a large "dexameni" (reservoir) for sheep and goats. 34) About 300

olive trees are also planted there. The three households ofbrothers use this estate

jointly and equally. According to B, they own 500 sheep and goats in common.

(But for the purpose of computing the pasturing tax, 200 animlas belong to the

household of B, 205 to S, and 100 toD.) They tend their flocks by turn, produce

meat and cheese Jointly and divide the products equally. The amount of cheese

produced per household varies from 500 to 700 kg a year. They also produce

meat and wool, which are sold to dealers from Athens or Naxos city.They use a

communally-owned plot of land of 1,000 stremmata near their ‖mandra", and

pay about 3,000 drachmes per year for pasturing tax. They also privately lease a

field of 100 stremmata for growing fodder from another villager, paying rent of

1,000 drachmes a year.

On the islands, the breeding season of sheep and goats begins in October and

continues until January. During these months they repaiHhe "mandra" and take

care of breeding. In January and February, they slaughter newly-born lambs and

kids and sell them to dealers. The busiest season for the shepherds ofFiloti is the

cheese一making time that begins in February and lasts until September. But

cheese-making is done most intensively in February, March and April. During this

period, shepherds are so busy that they cannot come back home to the settlement

for two or three months at a time andjust stay in their '`mitato Every morning

the three brothers milk their own animals and then put milk together into a large

cauldron called a Hkazani" to make the curds for cheese. Thus, cheese is produced

collavoratively and is divided equally among them. In seasons when daily work in

the "exohi" is not so hard, they take turns tending their animals for a few days at
a time, and then return home.

They are typical shepherds of Filoti in that they have about 160 heads of

animals per household. Since they have also some olive trees on the land inherited

Jointly from their father, they are, indeed, =georgopoimin". But their working

days are mostly filled with the tasks of pasturage in the "exohi", and they sup-

port their families by their income as shepherds. The communally-owned land

makes this possible by supplying them and other members of the community with

cheap and extensive grazing lands. They maintain themselves and their families

by their rights of membership in the community of Filoti.

Notes

(1) Stanley Aschenbrenner, "A Contemporary Community". In < The Minnesota Messenia Expedition:
Reconstructing a Bronze Age Regional Environment- > Eds. W. A. McDonald and G. R. Rapp. Minneapolis,
1972.p.47
(2) Besides the compact settlements that are the most common type in Greece, there are also some line-
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settlementsinthePeloponnesos.I.T.Sanderswrites;"InGreeceonefindsagreatmanycompact(nucleated)
villagesinwhichthelanesmoveinalldirectionsfromthecentralsquareandhousesarebuiltalongthese
lanes.Anothertype,found,forinstance,inthenorthernPeloponnesosbetweenCorinthandPatras,isthe
linevi
s。met霊ge冒whichextendsh
theselinevillage賢earibbonalongsomemainhigh'
als。followanarrowrivervalley㌣ayand
(Irvin控Iittlei
Sander曾epthineitherdir

,Rainbowinthe霊;,・

ThePeopleofRuralGreece,Cambridge,1926.p.45.)AboutthestrongattachmentofruralGreeksforthe
compacttypeofsettlement,seealsopp.42-44.
(3)rCu†P叩し叫,6LOL叩TLXT)Xai.it入Tl-&U叫LOCKf}とろと入しろLGTT)Gl臥入&5oC,1821-1971
(b冗bMLXCt小XouhLαpOCHTl).℡buocr','A-9rjvaL,1976.ct.293.
0nthedefinitionof"settlement"inthiscase,seeoa.149-150,a.256.
(4)Seetable3andFig.1.ThevillagecommunityofHalkiincludesthefollowingsevensettlementsこ
Halki(seatofthevillage),Akadimoi,Kaloxylos,Rahl,Himarros,Tsikalario,andKeramoti.Everycommunity
consistingoftwoormoresettlementshasaprincipalone(edra)fromwhichthecommunityisnamed.
(5)TeuYp印しKT),し0LHTITLKT).‥TbPOCr,a.99.0ngreeklocalgovernmentandits
administration,seeH.F.Alderfer,FactsonGreekLocalGovernment,APreliminaryOutline.Athens,1950.
pp.1-102.
(6)TheareaofFiloti'scommunaldistrictisabout93,000stremmata.Thesecondlargestvillage,
Apiranthoshasaareaof68,000stremmata.Seetable4.ThepopulationofFilotiwas1,664in1961,
and1,475in1971.Butin1977whenIstayedthere,itwas1,100orso.Thedecreaseinvillagepopulation
seemstobereflectedinthenumberofschoolchildren;thenumberofpupilsintheelementaryschoolof
Filotihasbeendecreasingforthelasttenyearsasfollows:

Year19671968196919701971197219731974197519761977

Number235210224218207200194194189174156

Duringthesixyearsfrom1971to1977,thepopulationofFilotidecreased25percent.NaxosIslandas
awholeisalsorapidlylosingitspopulation:20,132(1940),18,593(1951),16,708(1961),14,200(1971)
(7)OnNaxosaswellasonotherAegeanIslands,oldandbigvillagesoftenaresituatedintheinnel
mountainarea.ThesettlementsofthelargestvillagesinNaxos,suchasFiloti,Apiranthos,Koronosand
othersareallfoundonmountainpeaksoronmountainsidesover400metresabovesealevel.V.Sfyroeras,
ahistorianfromthevillageApiranthos,explainswhyGreekvillagesareoftenfoundinthemountainarea,
andnotinthefertileplains:"Mostofthesevillagesarenotmorethanthreetofourcenturiesold,while
otherswereestablishedinlastcentury,ifnotmorerecently‥‥LongbeforetheconquestofConstantinople
in1453,manyGreekssoughtrefugeandsecurityinareaswhichwerenotdirectlyexposedtothedangers
ofTurkishconquestandsubjugationtotheOttomanyoke….Farmersandartisans,whowerepsychologically
andprofessionallyboundtothesoil,wereunabletohazardmigrationtodistantplaces.Thus,theironly
refugewasthoseplaceswheretheTurkishconquestwouldnotreachimmediately,atleast.Thenucleiofnew
settlementswerethusestablishedinthemountains,whichwererelativelyinaccessible,andthesesettlements
continuedtoexistforcenturiesuntilthelastWorldWar....Thebasicpresuppositioninselectionofaplace
foranewestablishmentwasthesecuringofconditionsforunimpededliving.Thisincludedreleasefrom(1)
theoppressionofTurkishauthority,(2)fromthedangerofenslavementandfromthedevastation、yrought
byarabbleofirregularsoldiersortheincursionsofpirates.(V.Sfyroeras,TheGreekVillage,HistoricalEle-
meritsinitsEvolution.Athens,1975.pp.3-6).TheseexplanationsofSfyoerasseemstofithisownnative
villageperfectly.AtravellerthroughtheAegeanIslandsdescribedthesettlementofApiranthosasfollows:
"Apiranthosisalargevillageofromanticaspect,withhousesbuiltontheedgesofprecipices,andaboveit
towersMountFanari,anotherpeakoftheNaxiaterange.Thehousesare,forthemostpart,yellowwitha
peculiarlichen.Thestreetsaretortuousandnarrow,soconstitutedthatwhenpiratescametheinhabitants
couldbaffleanyonewhoattemptedtoentertheirlabyrinths."(J.T.Bent,AegeanIslands,theCycladesor
LifeamongtheInsularGreeks.Newandenlargededition.Chicagoreprint.1966.p.358).
(8)EconomicandSocialAtlasofGreece,publishedbythreeinstitutions:theCenterofEconomic
Research,theNationalStatisticalServiceofGreece,andtheSocialSciencesCentreofAthens.Athens,1964.
SeeCommentary319.
(9)Ibid.,table319,301.
(10)H.F.Alderfer,FactsonGreekLocalGoリernment,p.74-751
(ll)ButitisknownthatthevillageofFilotiwithitsperipherywasoynedbytheFrenchConsulat
Naxosfrom1801tothetimeoftheWarofIndependence.SeeToupLOTLkTl芭peuvaNaJou,'Aゥf)∨αし,
1969,a.30.
(12)T.M.Me九九Laor|vou,HN的oGCIEdTl入Tl†E(叩pacpL叫,こoTOpL九もXC(iYCLJ入oYLTtち
とTuaHonriaL,NiEoC,1968,a.199.
(13)I.T.Sanders,op,cit.,pp.63-65.
(14)AccordingtoSfyroeras,therearetwodifferentopinionsamongGreekscholarsregardingthehistori-
caloriginsofthecommunalinstitutionofmodernGreece:"Eitherthecommunitiesareaprotractionofthe
<ancientautonomouscity-state参adaptedtonewcircumstances‥.oritconstitutesthecontinuationofcom-
munalunitsoftheByzantineeraandarea<creationofneedandresultofindolenceandadministrativeade-
quacyoftheconqueror>".(V.Sfyroeras,op.cit.,p.9.)
(15)DouglasDakin,TheGreekStruggleforIndependence,1821-1833.London,1973.pp.16-21;V.
Sfyroeras,op.cit,pp.8-13;A.E.Vacalopoulos,HistoryofMacedonia,1354-1883.Thessalonica,1973.
pp.545-561.Forinstance,aFrenchtraveller,A.F.Didot,wroteaboutthelocalself-governmentofChios
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Island under Turkish rule: "The Greeks there have almost complete self-government, and the form of their

administration is a sort of aristocracy. Every year, < four old men of the people > (dimogerontes) are chosen
from the richest and most distinguished class. They give account at the end of each year of their admimstra-
tion which is unpaid, and, in relinquishing their annual charge, each one of them designates his successor.
These are the people who regulate matters, judge the differences that have risen between Greeks, and even
Greeks and Turks. Sometimes the Turks themselves choose this kind of high court, in which the notables
sit, to judge their own differences. They can, it is true, appeal to Ottoman justice, but then the demogerontes
no longer wish to receive their complaints, and put them in a way outside the law... '(The Movement for

Greek Independence, A Collection of Documents. Edited and translated by R. Clogg. London, 1976.
pp.13-14.)

(16) r.M.Me九九LOOT]VO石"H N的06　0.199. V.Sfyroeras,op.cit.,p.10.
(17) H. F. Aldelfer, op. cit., p.3;I. T. Sanders, op. cit, p.220.
(18) At that time, Naxos Eparchie included the islands of Naxos, Paros, Antiparos and several islets in

theirvicinity and was divided into 10 demes in all, but Naxos Island itself covered only the 5 demes given
above,see retoyp印し九T), 6し0LMT)TLKT)...To^O'A一・ MとpoG I, 'A*T)VO:し,1973, aa.107, 122.

(19)　Teu)Yp叩しれT), 6し0し叫TLXT)... 16(10C r¥　aa.122, 150.seealso To^oG A',鵬poC

II, `A叫vcEL, 1974, aa.9, 18, 27, 36,46, 88, 154, 223.う13. The populationofthe
village of Filoti was second largest after Apiranthos in the last century.

1879　　　　1889　　　　1896　　　　1907

Filoti Village 1,541　　1,570　　　1,753　　　1,796

Deme ofTragea　　　　　4,100　　　4,064　　　4,431　　　4,661

Apiranthos Village 1,8 16　　　1,833　　　1,982　　　2,195

Deme ofApiranthos 1,984　　　1,988　　　2,145　　　2,421

(20)　reu>ypa<p…Ti1 6LOL叫TLXb・-Tる|xo」 A', MとpoG I, a.100. H. F. Aldeifei, op. cit.,p.5.
(21)　EWYpaq>川T), 6し0し叫で川Tl・ -TるpoG B', 1975,aa.1-47.At that time, Naxos Eparchie still
included Paros, Antiparos and other islets. This eparchie was divided into 22 village communities without any
municipalities. And Naxos Island was covered by the following 16 village communities; Naxos (4), Agersani
(1), Apuanthos (3), Vivlos (3), Damarionas (3), Engares (2), Kinidaros (3), Koronidos (3), Vothri (2),
Melanes (2), Moni (2), Potamia (1), Sangri (1), Skado (1), Filoti (1), and Halki (8). (The numbers in paren-
theses indicate settlements constituting each of th巳village communities). In Naxos there were 37 settlements

and 6 one-settlement communities in the early years of this century.
(22) Every Greek village has its own square as a political, economical, social and traffic center of the vil-

lage, though it is called variously from place to place (plateia, agora, kendro and so on). As for the social
functions of this village square, see, I. T. Sanders, op- cit., pp. 37-42; E. Friedl, Vasilika, A village in Modem
Greece. New York, 1962. p.12.

(23) The title on the cover ofthisbook isasfollows:一一KoLVOTTIC ⑬し入oTL05, BLβ九乙ov

九TT)|Iα70人oγiou九αTOpTLOeとvTbと.TOG 1939-I
(24) The numbers of animals in Filoti and on Naxos Island are as follows:

Goats Sheep Cattle Mules Donkeys Pigs

Filoti ll,100　　　7,100　　　　　6　　　197　　　120　　　　320

Naxos　　　32,000　　25,000　　　2,220　　1 ,800　　1 ,075　　　3,500

(25) Regarding this semi-nomadic way of life, see the exhaustive study on the shepherds ofZagori by J.
K. Campbell: Honour, Family and Patronage, A Study of lnstitutions and Moral Values in a Greek Mountain
Community. New York and Oxford. 1964. See also J. K. Campbell, "The Kindred in a Greek Mountain

Community" inくgMediterranean Countrymen. > edited by J. Pitt-Rivers. Paris, 1963. and see also I. T.

Sanders, op. cit, pp.105-118.

(26) In the past, before special legislation respecting this tax was passed, use of communally-owned pas-

ture land was free. H. F. Alderfer, op. cit., p.76.

(27) Answering our question, the proedros of Filoti ranked the sources of village income in order of im-

portance: (1) production of cheese and meat, (2) production of olive-oil, (3) remittance from kinsmen living
in Athens or other places (some 3,000 men and women from Filoti live in Athens as laborers, clerks, mer・

chants and so on). (4) annuity and pensions, (5) wages.

(28) I. T. Sanders writes that there are three different systems of sheep management in Greece. (1) The

first is that used by the Vlachs, a mountain nomadic group. They are landless and rent grazing land from

private landholders, the church or the state. They graze their flocks in the plains during the winter, and then

drive their herds into the mountains as spring and summer advance. (2) The second is that practiced by the

village ranchers who own land in the plains. They graze their flocks there in winter and send them to the

mountains in summer. (3) The third is the type connected with settled agriculture. Village farmers keep their
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sheepandgoatsontheplainsthroughouttheyear.Theiranimalsareusuallycombinedunderthecareof
shepherds,whoseresponsibilityistopreventtheanimalsfromdamagingthecrops(I.T.Sanders,op.cit.,
p.98).Butthefirstandthesecondwaysoflivestockmanagementaresamewithrespecttothepracticeof
transhumance.
(29)Ibid.,p.98.Accordingtothisauthor,70percentofallsheepandgoatsinGreeceareraisedbythe
secondwayofmanagementgivenaboveinnote28and15percentbythefirstway.
(30)ButtheGreekVlachsofZagori,theSarakatsani,forinstance,since1938haveenjoyedthesame
citizenshipandgrazingrightsasthesedentaryvillagersofZagorifromwhompreviouslytheyhadtorent
theirsummerpasture.Inthewintertheymovedownfromthemountainstothecoastalplains.Heremany
shepherdshavenograzingrightsandtheymustrentpasturesometimesatagreatcost.SeeJ.K.Campbell,
Honour,FamilyandPatronage,pp.7-8,
(31)OneexampleisthecaseofshepherdsofthePeloponnesosobservedbySanders.SeeI.T.Sanders,
op.cit.,
(32);ip.99-10
nn。rthe∑Greece,includingMacedoniaandThrace,them。j。rity。fsheepandgoatsaresemi-nomadic.Thesizeoftheflocksrangesfrom10tomorethan400.Someofthelargelivestockownerspossess
morethan2,000sheepandgoats.Butin苧omevillages,thesheepandgoatsoffarmersaretendedbyafew
shepherdswhotakethemtothepasturemthemorningandbringthembacktothevillageintheevening
formilking.SeeP.P.Vouras,TheChangingEconomyofNorthernGreecesinceWorldWarII.Thessalonica,
1962.pp.119-121.SeealsothecaseofVasilika,E.Friedl,op.cit.,pp.30-31.
(33)J.K.Campbell,op.cit.,p.l:L.G.Albaugh,crete,ACaseStudyofanUnderdevelopedArea.
Princeton,1953.p.279.0nthedistributionoftranshumanceintheMediterraneanarea,seethemapof
ElliMuller(F.Braudel,TheMediterraneanWorldintheAgeofPhilipII.EnglishEdition.Vol.1.NewYork,
Evanston,SanFrancisco,London,1972.p.98).
(34)This"dexameni"belongingtothebrothersismadeofconcreteandisfairlylarge,thelength,width,
anddepthofwhichare15,4,and3.3meters.


