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< RESUME >

TWO DECREES OF 1863 RELATED TO THE PROCESS OF
THE DISPOSSESSION OF LAND BELONGING TO EGYPTIAN PEASANTS
IN THE MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY, CONTINUED

Hiroshi KATO

In my previous paper written during my studying abroad in Cairo, I
introduced, with an annotated translation, two decrees issued in 1863 under
the rule of ‘Isma‘il, for the purpose of resolving the confusion in the land
holding system that resulted from the application of certain laws and regula-
tions enacted by Sa‘id Pasha, and then pointed out the combination between
the establishment of private land ownership and the extortion exacted from
the peasants by the Egyptian government as the most notable characteristic
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of the process of the dispossession of land belonging to the peasants in the
middle of the 19th century in Egypt.

After having written the paper, I continued to collect the source-
materials on the socio-economic history of modern Egypt in National Ar-
chives (Dar al-Wath@’iq al-Qawmiya) in Cairo, and happened to find there 19
investigation reports dispatched from the local administrators to the Cabinet
of Pasha (al-ma‘lya al-saniya), a part of documents on which the above two
decrees were based; that is, 8 documents with regard to a multiple penalty
consisting of confiscation of property including land from families and
relatives of deserters from military service, and 11 documents dealing with the
provision for the confiscation of the land left behind by the peasants who had
fled their villages.

The aim of this paper is to introduce the contents of these documents,
and to add to the conclusion of my previous paper some results of analysis on
the figures of rural society, especially the high liquidity of land and other real
properties in the middle of the 19th century in Egypt.



