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< REsumk >

THE COPPER TRADE OF ANTWERP
AND EUROPEAN ECONOMY
IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

Katsumi NAKAZAWA
Copper ware was strategic material in the early modern times in the

world economy. In the second half of the 15th century the first position of
copper production was held by the mining districts of the Alps, followed by
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the Mansfeld area. Hungarian (Neusohl) copper production grew rapidly
after 1496.

Among the markets, Antwerp played the most important role until
1570s (the second position held by Frankfurt-on-Main), and the Southern
German merchants had a key position, though the native merchantsin Antwerp
played a much larger part in the trade in copper and spices at the beginning
of the 16th century. The Schetz held a monopoly of the calamine deposits of
Limbourg, and exported copper and brass wares in great quantities to West
Africa via Portugal.

The Portuguese choice of Antwerp as their staple for the distribution of
Asian spices after 1500 was no accident, since they had been selling West
African pepper in the fifteenth century. The Portuguese created an expanding
demand for copper to feed their trade with Africa and Asia.



