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< RESUME> BOOK REVIEW

E. PATLAGEAN: PAUVRETE ECONOMIQUE
ET PAUVRETE SOCIALE A BYZANCE, 4e-7e SIECLES,
Paris-La Haye, Mouton, 1977

Yasuhiro OHTSUKI

This book is the first attempt to investigate the economic and social
conditions of ‘“poverty” or the “poors” in the Early Byzantine society. It
is well known that at this period many “poors” emerged in big cities such as
Constantinople and Antioch, and in the rural regions as well. The author
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tries to survey general conditions of material living (food, habitation, etc.)
and the ratio of mortality and morbidity. She insists that the classification
of material living can be recognized in this society and the position of the
“poors” would be determined only by the extent of their own material living.
She also stresses that mortality and morbidity varies with such material con-
ditions.

After referring to the general structure of the family, the author investi-
gates the social relations in cites and rural regions from the point of view of
social conditions of “poors”. In the rural regions various levies including tax
were collected from peasantry. This resulted in many peasantry fleeing to
other regions or cities. The author finds that the construction activities in
big cities, directed by the Empire, was absorbing such migrant “poors”. On
the other hand, with the help of the Roman administration, the Church and
monasteries are found to have taken charge of social welfare performance.
Patlagean insists that their activity should be regarded as another redistribu-
tional function of this society.



