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Summary

The year 2005 could be on the threshold to a new stage in the development of
political and economic history in the Central Asian Republics after more than one
decade after their independence. President Akaev of Kyrgyzstan was obliged to step
down from power after strong protests among oppositions in March. The development
could have a wider impact on other Republics which have similar issues to some extent
such as increase in poverty and stagnancy in economy.

Under the conditions we cannot overlook an increasing role of Islamic identity
among the people. However it is too early to relate directly the economic poverty to an
increasing Islamic identification although poverty could be one element of the tendency.
An Islamic identification is a process on the way to a new paradigm of one’s worldview
different from the Soviet period. The authority of each country has had to adapt to this
process while the government at the same has tried to contain the process fell into the
hands of political Islam. The political Islam is a direct challenge to the legitimacy of
the present governments in Central Asia.

This paper tries to analyze the mutual interactions between the government and
Islamic political movements such as Hizb-ut-Tahrir Islami (Liberation Party), which is
nothing but one of the post-Soviet phenomena. The Hizb is thought to be a biggest
challenge to the secular oriented authorities in Central Asia. The Hizb draws support
among the students and intellectuals. In addition the paper refers to Nurju Cemaat
(one of the influential orders of Sufism) in Turkey which has succeeded in expanding
its educational activities in Central Asia in the last decade. It is worth noting that
merchants or owners of small scale enterprises sometimes develop their relations in
secret with Islamic movements. From this angle of view we have to watch closely
Islamic political movements in the wider framework of economic conditions and

merchants.
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