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Multiscalar Structure of Inequality in Contemporary Japan

Takashi Machimura

Currently, Japanese society has entered into a new stage of social
polarlization. This has been caused by a series of combined factors,
such as post-industrialization/post-Fordism, globalization, global
neo-liberalism, and the changing structure of population in Japan. We
have to consider more analytically how these generalized trends
bring about actual transformation in each field of society. This paper
investigates these actual processes, by focusing on different
geographical scales in the country. First, since the turn of the
century, income inequality has increased between the highest-paid
and lowest-paid prefectures in the country. Consequently, more
income allocation has been concentrated on the Tokyo area on a
national scale. Second, even in the case of Tokyo, income discrepancy
has become more pronounced between the richer and poorer wards.
And third, generally on a national scale, income inequality in each
prefecture, measured as Gini-coefficient, has increased in both high-
income and low-income areas. In conclusion, the paper discusses
current inequality debates as to how income and wealth are

distributed geographically.
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