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A Study of “Seinengakkou” s Educational Survey from System
Theory
Takehiko Kumashiro

This paper aims to discuss the educational epistemology of
teachers who were employed in “Seinengakkou”, which were
schools for working adolescents during the years 1935-47 in Japan.

In particular, this paper concentrates on a case study of a
Seinengakkou located in Nihonbashi Tokyo. It mainly focuses on a
survey report on the daily lives and mentalities of students, and
describes an epistemology of teachers in the survey. In addition, the
method of analysis in this paper is system theory established by
Niklas Luhmann. It means that this is a big challenge to apply his
comprehensive theory to a case. The conclusions are as follows:

1. Two step process of understanding

The survey report includes two recognizing processes; one is
based on social science and psychology, and the other came from
vulgar philosophy or metaphysics, which mediates information from
survey to educational practice. There are some contradiction, leaps
of logic, fallacy which can be called < simplification >, < hypostatiza-
tion >, < temporalizing >.

2. Contradiction, leaps of logic, fallacy as condition for possibility of
education

However, those contradiction, leaps of logic, fallacy must not be
understood as a contingent event. They are necessary conditions
that allow teachers to believe that they can educate students, and
that is necessary. This can be translated to < complexity reducing >
or < media >, those which were set up by Luhmann, so some logical
fallacies picked up in this paper are partial manifestation of

educational system.

241



