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Tradition and Modern Science in Sugiura Shigetake : Referring to
His Understanding of Ideas of the I Ching

Tkuyo Shimomura

Sugiura Shigetake (1855-1924) who, in the early 1890s, played an
important role in the Meiji Era, was a representative thinker of the
second generation.

This generation tried to connect Western ideas to traditional
Eastern ideas and to mediate between these two different trends of
thought.

Compared to ideas of the first generation who were eagerly
devoted to Western thought, those of the second generation, from
today’s point of view, are often difficult to understand and seem to be
inferior to those of the first generation in terms of their
understanding of Western thought.

Sugiura also proposed a unique idea called “Scientific Morality”,
which seemed to integrate the ideas of cutting-edge science of the
day, which he studied in England, with the traditional ideas of the
Chinese Classics.

In “Scientific Morality”, the ideas of the “I Ching (Book of
Changes) " were strongly emphasized, and as a result, approaching

his idea became difficult.

He was highly influenced by Takashima Kaemon (1832-1914),
known not only as a famous entrepreneur in the first half of the Meliji
Era, but also an expert on I Ching divination.

However, this bond between Sugiura and Takashima has so far
been ignored in the study of Sugiura.

In this paper, I will reexamine his idea of “Scientific Morality”,

considering Takashima as a point of the Eastern tradition and
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attempt to review how Sugiura mediated between Western science
and the Eastern I Ching, paying particular attention to the history of
Japanese understanding of Western science.

Based on this process, I will try to shed new light on Sugiura’s idea
and show that the ideas of the I Ching were considered as a kind of
science by Sugiura during that era and how those modern concepts
from the West such as “science” and “religion” were being grasped,
based on these kinds of Japanese perceptions, by trial and error at

the dawn of the modern era in Japan.
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