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The thunderbolt has fallen with a vengeance now.
[You know the aspect of a house in which somebody is
still waiting burial: the quiet step, the hushed voices and
rare conversation, the religious litterature [sc.] that
holds a temporary monopoly, the grim, wretched faces; all
is here reproduced in this family circle in honour of my
(What is it ?) atheism or blasphemy.] On Friday night
after leaving you, in the course of conversation my far-

ther put me one or two questions as to beliefs, which I
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candidly answered. I really hate all lying so much now
— a new-founded honesty that has somehow come out
of my late illness—that I could not so much as hesi-
tate at the time, but if I had foreseen the real Hell of
everything since, I think I should have lied as I have

“done so often before, I so far thought of my father, but

I had forgotten my mother. And now ! they are both
ill, both silent, both as down in the mouth as if—-TI can
find no smile. You may fancy how happy it is for me.
If it were not too late, T think I could almost find it in
my heart to retract, but it is too late; and again, am I
to live my whole life as one falsehood ? Of course, it is
rougher than Hell upon my father, but can I help it?
They don’t see either that my game is not the light-
hearted scoffer, that I am not (as they call me) a careless
infidel. I believe as much as they do, only generally in
the inverse ratio; I am, I think, as honest as they can
be in what I hold. I have not come hastily to my views.
I reserve (as I told them) many points until I acquire
fuller information. I do not think I am thus justly to
be called a horrible atheist”; [and I confess 1 cannot
exactly swallow my father’s purpose of praying down
continuous afflictions on my head.]

Now, what is to take place ? What a [damned] curse

I am to my parents ! [As my father said, “You have
rendered my whole life a failure.” As my mother said,
“This is the -heaviest affliction that has ever befallen
me.” And,] O Lord, what a pleasant thing it is to have
just damned the happiness of (probably) the only two
people who care a damn about you in the world. [You
see when I get incoherent, I always relapse a little into
Porter in Macbeth.

I should like to———Dblast !

I think if Cambridge could be managed, it would be
the last thing. A little absence is the only chance.

Imagine, Charles, my father sitting in the arm chair,
gravely reading up Butler's Analogy in order to bring
the wanderer back. Don’t suppose I mean this jocularly
—damn you. I think it’s about the most pathetic thing
T ever heard of——except one, and that I could not tell,
but I can write it. My mother (dear heart) immediately
asked me to join Nicholson’s young men’s class: O what
a remedy for me! I don’t know whether 1 feel more
inclined to laugh or cry over these naivetés, but I know
how sick at heart they make me.]

What is my life to be, at thisrate ? What, yourascal ?
Answer—1I have a pistol at you throat. If all that I
hold true and most desire to spread is to be such death,

~
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and worse than death, in the eyes of my father and
mother, what the devil am I to do? Here is a good
heavy cross with a vengeance, and all rough with rusty
nails that tear %05. fingers; only it is not I that have
to o..,ﬂ.Q it alone: I hold the light end, but the heavy

. burthen falls on these two.

[Charles Baxter, if you think it likely that you will
ever beget a child, follow Origin’s specific; it is painful,
but there are worse pains in this world.

If PEOPLE ONLY WOULD admit in practice (what
they are so ready to assert in theory) that.a man has
a right to judge for himself, and is culpable if he do
not exercise that right, why, it would have been better
for a number of people——better for Wycliffe and Ser-
vetus and even Whitefleld, nay and even me. Better, on
the other hand, for many a doubting Torquemada, and
for my father and mother at the present date.]

Don’t—1 don't know what I am going to say. I am
an abject idiot—which all things considered is not re-
markable. ‘

Even your affectionate and horrible Atheist,
R. L. Stevenson [, C. I, H. A, S, B, etc.]
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