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‘Every limit is a beginning as well as an ending. Who can quit young lives after being long in com-
pany with them, and not desire to know what befell them in their after-years? For the fragment
of a life, however typical, is not the sample of an even web: promises may mnot be kept, and an
ardent outset may be followed by declension; latent powers may find their long-awaited opportunity;

a past error may urge a grand retrieval

QY | BE AR N S N SEE OB O L KEL S CRTBREOR0° 1Y (EREE]
N TTEREE | JOERHRED Q0R B O VEREAEROD 410wt nd 1 QRN R Hm B W 40
4 B D R0

LR U P STEEEEQ D AN - A T AL QHAD A0VE (o) BELSUNRAUODEBV L LnR
FHHEL RN 0P R0 WRUKL HO0 [EI % | ORI s & 0 £20 P00 - L nBHg LR
RLROVEPRE’ R0 0 MR o | FROHROEMUAMSL  NOUBLL R D&»" =nANE
RN=—ENVOHEL LB MO T A VOB UHORBOEELERY ¢ VOBR<ESL (=) #°

[wrte X b — 4] dofE =S|



|EKEEREE <KEMER © =L
P AENEDVOVERUEC VL LA VAER SLACY INYh-)] easoRonnsRoRRR
PRV AEHIHTERLS QP R0°
o= gV ELVRE L 23 JERNE SN ééimoﬁbu4¥Ux%@ﬂ&#_«@@%&uﬁ&%ﬂﬁ%bt@
@5wm‘9319.zuzbe%L%U7uxAﬁ@%Eféé5ﬁow°néimaéﬁééio
DAL ANERSPELV10Y LEER ] O<ELe - ANG 232 TR 0EPHnen Y Om s L)
WHEER VAR 0 A NS R UK I 0t L b QMUK L SR e VN BE<E 1 §
SN T VRIS VEHY e r - h QN h YR v L LT Pee°
D00 A NBELE PO R ~% ) vREE0 N mgsa v Ras s peon Sa kgD bk
HOMHFAMBY 4O W IEw e A b —h @oh=h v DPROPE=aMNe=aN=h Y HBTugM, QL

HMLR° WO N K A B RKEHE ( SEERAN O VXPES NN T w80 Qe HN L

o]

,
7

D

A

AVIEDANG DR — BT 28 | Y TRE) L5 THE) QEI QRPN =0 A NVED-Uie
makbwgﬁ?@mﬁéﬁbrﬁéc

WP P b —h ) OHEEY | FREBEW = P~ WH<L Ve BRIV L BERORLO0 ) VN &
R WOAPVLREQERU R ARV KBRS NEKLOFEOV EHC M RHAMCERI ¥ IR



O BRENIL K EOKERECER] VHINEO Tri b~ h] WV OERERY 0" MERRHCHHEAY »
v HHMO R AR NN T~ A PRe (R0 THESHEEC Uihud L) Vil oini QR ISV 80
R0 (1)Q THE ] U HN XK IVUIKH TS (fellowship) WRESIKBREVCES G DR
NEE 0 Q -0 REE S <EREVRERC2QP R0 Jeu 0 LB

A0 W | BREWEA =AY ~ bV QITERT Q0 | HOBHEHANSHEOKR OB vOPEROLH Hx g’
BUQUELES<EERCOBEFHURVRWANORP 5100230 YROE ¢ Q<ERER M Eld VNS
S QP MV HEUSSHELQURE VIV DioHEGSMTHR NP 0-0 QLD L0 NE

Furte b =l LR 0B <BUO QR WL O P Lv” we ) v R EEREQKPEESMS
Ao 1) A WRRIR S P HE 4000 LU RIEQIKIEV LR 0L ST R Xe b — iR {AERRD & N -
NANAKAEREL -0 AN QHBU QUL L0

D&Y REE QM <ERE— L0 RN AN==0 AN skbhees iR N e —QEnwil
DOLOORERPBH L XERMOE | #P e85

W e QE MO NEREK OBENNE R e (VL QI W0) eI €10 L BE x QXK VEE
BR CEEHL S0’

ROBV0Q M<KE] B~ Vi PV O<ERER v6 | HOBERACEM L SRUREULPL0QP
8’

Corte X b — ) R ) gy



RS ERERE <XEHBER © B

LB rais s R-XBLEPWORTWMIZIL LB VL0E | QHIM<|Y LR vex == MNEH
QI H T X 405 B QED BHIE D 60 R [ IRxh=De 0 AN QN UnRE N0 LML EPE D NN UK
RV V50 VEREREV CERERERVINR C PVIEf wEgoW 50’

P T NN S s e b KA QRS W B O VBB I D 2 H T K 4 R0
PHKEPQeR L0 ANQHEY MEE) vVOHBRKEONLOKERKOEKEN IRy L nREBLR
BD =kbho- QR MEE) & MEIE) QEKROMRS w0y s nRE L BRle”

Nt Frrte X b= ] A0 M<EE] 2" WMBEUH T v VAT K4 UVEBV0EF R SR
B R 00 EHEARE A0 I W n-Uine TRE] — v 2 SEEEVGRIEV 00— )
SO0 QELVERE SR PER VLY L 0UL P 4L R0’

Froed b -] BEQ<REN & OBEED U AL VKU MBESEEVH O S ROEHESREROFEDW
HBELUER | v vEE— @it 2% BHO<ERBUY 4 VEDYERw L LHEP R’ VOVEECHE v
VbR AR HEFUDBROEXRHOTRUMIARNS 0o RBFU L MHY) RESV L8 E<HEE

EE EHBUHD v <EREQRMBE VRISV HBEL 2y~ 6 THAU VERR] OV 0
Qe e

Ne Y THAE CRBUDB=N =R TR0 ) VRS R0 THE BPIBLLVvORe<ERE
QPR PIRBATLRLDPROR MNP D« HoR DB QLMORMVOIVE Y <ERKCRY—



FTEMOBAMEE) Ve 0 0P EMv—@WARUEBROP LS NOPEHL A% 8] HIFIIE Ny -2k T NS
VHELLBRVCLHORMOMNEDPEQ 4L M 50°

* We belated historians must not linger after his example; and if we did so, it is probable that our
chat would be thin and eager, as if delivered from a camp-stool in a parrot-house. I at least have
so much to do in wunravelling certain human lots, and seeing how they were woven and interwoven, that
all the light I can command must be concentrated on this particular web, and not dispersed over that

tempting range of relevances called the universe.” (Italics mine)
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Text 1
Miss Vincy was alone, and blushed so deeply when H..%mmmno came in that he felt a corresponding



embarrassment, and instead of any playfulness, he began at once to speak of his reason for calling,
and to beg her, almost formally, to deliver the message to her father. Rosamond, who at the first mo-
ment felt as if her happiness were returning, was keenly hurt by Lydgate’s manner; her blush had
departed, and she assented coldly, without adding an unnecessary word, some trivial chainwork which
she had in her hands enabling her to avoid looking at Lydgate higher than his chin. In all failures,
the beginning is certainly the half of the whole. After sitting two long moments while he moved his
whip and could say nothing, Lydgate rose to go, and Rosamond, made nervous by her struggle between
mortification and the wish not to betray it, dropped her chain as if startled, and rose too, mechanically.
Lydgate instantaneously stooped to pick up the chain. When he rose he was very near to a lovely
little face set on a fair long neck which he had been used to see turning about under the most perfect
management of self-contented grace .But as he raised his eyes now he saw a certain helpless quivering
which touched him quite newly, and made him look at Rosamond with a questioning flash. At this
moment she was as natural as she had ever been when she was five years old : she felt that her tears
had risen, and it was no use to try to do anything else than let them stay like water on a blue flower
or let them fall over her cheeks, even as they would.

That moment of naturalness was the crystallizing feather-touch : it shook flirtation into love. Reme-
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mber that the ambitious man who was looking at those Forget-me-nots under the water was very
warm-hearted and rash. He did not know where the chain went; an idea had thrilled through the
recesses within him which had a miraculous effect in raising the power of passionate love lying buried
there in no sealed sepulchre, but under the lightest, easily pierced mould. His words were quite abrupt
and awkward; but the tone made them sound like an ardent, appealing avowal.

“ What is the matter ? you are distressed. Tell me, pray.”

Rosamond had never been spoken to in such tones before. I am not sure that she knew what the
words were: but she looked at Lydgate and the tears fell over her cheeks. There could have been no
more complete answer than that silence, and Lydgate, forgetting everything else, completely mastered
by the ontrush of tenderness at the sudden belief that this sweet young creature depended on him for
her joy, actually put his arms round her, folding her gently and protectingly—he was used to being
gentle with the weak and suffering—and kissed each of the two large tears. This was a strange way
of arriving at an understanding, but it was a short way. Rosamond was not angry, but she moved
backward a little in timid happiness, and Lydgate could now sit near her and speak less incompletely.
Rosamond had to make her little confession, and he poured out words of gratitude and tenderness with

impulsive lavishment. In half an hour he left the house an engaged man, whose soul was not his own,



but the woman’s to whom he had bound himself.
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Happily Rosamond did not think of committing any desperate act: she plaited her fair hair as

beautifully as usual, and kept herself proudly calm.
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Rosamond, who at the first moment felt as if her happiness were returning, was keenly hurt by
Lydgate’s manner; her blush had departed and she assented coldly, without adding an unnecessary
word, some trivial chainwork which she had in her hands enabling her to avoid looking at Lydgate

higher than his ehin.
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Rosamond, made nervous by her struggle between mortification and the wish not to betray it, drop-

ped her chain as if startled, and rose too, mechanically.
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Lydgate, forgetting everything else, completely mastered by the outrush of tenderness at the seud
den belief that this sweet young creature depended on him for her joy, actually put his arms
round her, folding her gently and protectingly-—he was used to being gentle with the weak and suf-

fering—and kissed each of the two large tears.
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...... he raised his eyes now he saw a certain helpless quivering which touched him quite newly;



and made him look at Rosamond with a questioning flash. A¢ this moment she was as natural as she

had been when she was five years old : she felt that her tears had risen----- (Italics mine)
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Every nerve and muscle in Rosamond was adjusted to the consciousness that she was being looked
at. She was by nature an actress of parts that entered into her physique: She even acted her own
character, and so well, that she did not know it to be precisely her own. (| 1}{#)
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...... that distinction of mind which belonged to his intellectual ardour, did not penetrate his feeling
and judgment about furniture, or women, or the desirability of its being known (without his telling)
that he was better born than other country surgeons.
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Each looked at the other as if they had been two flowers which had opened then and there. Do-

riothea for the moment forgot her husband’s mysterious irritaion against Will: it seemed fresh water
at her thirsty lips to speak without fear to the one person whom she had found receptive. (Il[1}4#)

Q< BBEIMLRP L WOBUBROL MM LEL W ECRWL S UA0P QML en AN
B D AN LK QKRB0 @ 0wl R ° H R BRI OTHNVE P el ndve
< WIS SR PSS R Te ) v KO L LB 0 BEER Q o LEIR £ %)

LR ANYRCAUAHOL QN MROEU K02 QwWEHE OV £ 0 S receptivity——communion €4
HE 0 ERUIP e — Lo P R0°

iR e <2 QinHt’ ‘unspeakable content in his soul of feeling that he was in presence of a creature to
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I think his own feelings at the moment were perfect, for we mortals have our divine moments,

when love is satisfied in the completeness of the beloved object.
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“It was a newer crisis in Rosamond’s experience than even Dorothea could imagine : she was under



the first great shock that had shattercd her dream-world in which she had been easily confident of
herself and critical of others; and this strange unexpected manifestation of feeling in a woman whom
she had approached with a shrinking aversion and dread, as one who must necessarily have a jea-
lous hatred towards her, made her soul totter all the more with a sense that she had been walking
in an unknown world which had just broken in upon her.

(W= ANVROBEERULEL S Waand” nhip N QBEU BT ORNVSERL QO N nhw
N g BRI VLD S VT W 4 LI Q B Q HE VISR O v O LR QKWL T A
WEIE O L 0 TRMR YR QM & WEHIWR L P L0Ua0% L8 L <00 IV Ve O P
RERIED L 0B US QK Q) GBI O K IFEME MBI QB U 0 Ao MR B O L4 RLm
Mo KR Q HEGN ) @KL © VROV EP UL QR VKD v WD UM UEKORIELOOVE
g ® U0

WO SRS —

Rosamond had delivered her soul under impulses which she had not known before. She had begun
her confession under the subduing influence of Dorothea’s emotion.
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tinued to be mild in her temper, inflexible in her judgment, disposed to admonish her husband, and able

to frustrate him by stratagem.’
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Lydgate had accepted his narrowed lot with sad resignation. He had chosen this fragile creature,

and had taken the burthen of her life upon his arms. He must walk as he could, carrying that bu-
rthen pitifully. (=< | )
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“And all your notes,” said Dorothea, whose heart had already burned within her on this subject,
so that now she could not help speaking with her tongue. “ All those rows of volumes—will you
not now do what you used to speak of ?—will you not make up your mind what part of them you
will use, and begin to write the book which will make your vast knowledge useful to the world?
I will write to your dictation, or I will copy and extract what you tell me: I can be of no other
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use.” Dorothea, in a most unaccountable, darkly feminine manner, ended with a slight sob and eyes
full of tears.

The excessive feeling manifested would alone have been highly disturbing to Mr. Casaubon, but
there were other reasons why Dorothea’s words were among the most cutting and irritating to him
that she could have been impelled to use. She was as blind to his inward troubles as he to hers:
she had not yet learned those hidden conflicts in her husband which claim our pity. She had not yet
listened patiently to his heartbeats, but only felt that her own was beating violently. In Mr. Casau-
bon’s ear, Dorothea’s voice gave loud emphatic iteration to those muffled suggestions of consciousness
which it was possible to explain as mere fancy, the illusion of exaggerated sensitiveness: always
when such suggestions are unmistakably repeated from without, they are resisted as cruel and un-
just. We are angered even by the full acceptance of our humiliating confessions—how much more
by hearing in hard distinct syllables from the lips of a near observer, those confused murmurs which
we try to call morbid, and strive against as if they were the oncoming of numbness ! And this cruel
outward accuser was there in the shape of a wife——nay, of a young bride, who, instead of observing
his abundant pen-scratches and amplitude of paper with the uncritical awe of an elegant-minded ca-

nary-bird, seemed to present herself as a spy watching everything with a malign power of inference.



Here, towards this particular point of the compass, Mr. Casaubon had a sensitiveness to match Do-
rothea’s, and an equal quickness to imagine more than the fact. He had formerly observed with
approbation her capacity for worshipping the right object: he now foresaw with sudden terror that
this capacity might be replaced by presumption, this worship by the most exasperating of all criti-
cism, —that which sees vaguely a great many fine ends, and has not the least notion what it costs
to reach them.

For the first time since Dorothea had known him, Mr. Casaubon’s face had a quick angry flush
upon it.

“My love,” he said, with irritation reined in by propriety, “you may rely upon me for knowing
the times and the seasons, adapted to the different stages of a work which is not to be measured
by the facile conjectures of ignorant onlookers. It had been easy for me to gain a temporary effect
by a mirage of baseless opinion; but it is ever the trial of the scrupulous explorer to be saluted
with the impatient scorn of chatterers who attempt only the smallest achievements, being indeed
equipped for no other. And it were well if all such could be admonished to discriminate judgments
of which the true subject-matter lies entirely beyond their reach, from those of which the elements
may be compassed by a narrow and superficial survey.”
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This speech was delivered with an energy and readiness quite unusual with Mr. Casaubon. It was
not indeed entirely an improvisation, but had taken shape in inward colloquy, and rushed out like
the round grains from a fruit when sudden geat cracks it. Dorothea was not only his wife: she
was a personification of that shallow world which surrounds the ill-appreciated or desponding author.

Dorothea was indignant in her turn. Had she not been repressing everything in herself except the
desire to enter inter into some fellowship with her husband’s chief interests?

“My judgment was a very superficial one——such as I am capable of forming,” she answered, with

a prompt resentment, that needed no rehearsal.
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Here, towards this particular point of the compass, Mr. Casaubon had a sensitiveness to match Do-

rothea’s, and an equal quickness to imagine more than the fact. -
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The element of tragedy which lies in the very fact of frequency, has not yet wrought itself into
the coarse emotion ; and perhaps our frames could hardly bear much of it. If we had a keen vision

and feeling of all ordinary human life, it would be like hearing the grass grow and the squirrel’s



heart beat, and we should- die of that roar which lies on the other side of silence. As it is, the qui-

ckest of us walk about well wadded with stupidity.
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Jerome Beaty : Middlemarch-from Notebook to Novel
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