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’tis our fast intent
To shake all cares and business from our age;
Conferring them on younger strengths, while we
Unburthen’d crawl toward death, —1. i 39.
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That we our largest bounty may extend

Where nature doth with merit challenge. —1. i 33.
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I loved her most, and thought to set my rest
On her kind nursery. —1I. i. 125.
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When this Leir therefore was come to great years, and began to waxe unweldie through age, he
thought to understand the affections of his daughters towards him, and preferre hir whome he best
loved to the succession over the kingdom.
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O, reason not the need: Our basest beggars

Are in the poorest thing superfluous:

Allow not nature more than nature needs,

Man’s life’s cheap as beast’s: Thou art a lady;

If only to go warm were gorgeous,

Why, nature needs not what thou gorgeous wear’st,

Which scarcely keeps thee warm,——11. 267—73.
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Sir, I love you more than words can wield the matter;



Dearer than eye-sight, space, and liberty;
Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare;
No less than life, with grace, health, beauty, honour;
As much as child e’er loved, or father found;
A love that makes breath poor, and speech unable;
Beyond all manner of so much I love you, —1I. i. 56.
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How,

how, Cordelia ! mend your speech a little

Lest it may mar your fortunes.
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But goes thy heart with this?
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The mysteries of Hecate, and the night;
By all the operation of the orbs
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From whom we do exist, and cease to be;

Here I disclaim all my paternal care,

Propinquity and property of blood,

And as a stranger to my heart and me

Hold thee, from this, for ever. —1I. i. 111
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Ingratitude, thou marble-hearted fiend, ,

More hideous when thou show’st thee in a child

Than the sea-monster | ——1. 1v. 281.
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O most small fault,
How ugly didst thou in Cordelia show !
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Only we still retain
The name, and all the additions to a king;
The sway, revenue, execution of the rest,
Beloved sons, be yours, —1I 1. 137.
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O fool, I shall go mad, ——1L iv. 289.



VI HFEbED e VER NS FEEY 0800 (Storm and tempest) R AT
Corn Let us withdraw ; 'twill be a storm. -
Glou Alack, the night comes on, and the bleak winds
Do sorely ruffle; for many miles about
There’s scarce a bush.
Reg. ---Shut up your doors.--
Corn  Shut up your doors, my lord; ’tis a wild night:
My Regan counsels well: Come out o’ the storm. ——IIL iv. 290.
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Why, thou wert better in thy grave than to answer with thy uncovered body this extremity of the
skies. Is man no more than this ? Consider him well. Thou owest the worm no silk, the beast no hide,
the sheep no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha ! here’s three on ’s are sophisticated ! Thou art the thing
itself : unaccommodated man is no more but such poor, bare, forked animal as thou art. Off, off, you
lendings ! come, unbutton here. _”%33.3@ off his clothes,——III. 1v. 105,
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Filial ingratitude !
Is it not as this mouth should tear this hand
For lifting food to’t? But I will punish home:
No, Iwill weep no more. In such a night
To shut me out ! Pour on; 1 will endure.
In such a night as this ! O Regan, Goneril !
Your old kind father, whose frank heart gave all,—
O, that way madness lies; let me shun that;

No more of that, —IIL iv. 14. |
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Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks ! rage ! blow !
You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout
Till you have drench’d our steeples, drown’d the cocks !
You sulphurous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts,
Singe my white head ! And thou, all-shaking thunder,
Smite flat the thick rotundity o’ the world !
Crack nature’s moulds, all germens spill at once,
That make ingrateful man ! ——1IIL ii 1
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What a piece of work is a man ! how noble in reason ! how infinite in faculty ! in form and moving



how express and admirable! in action how like an angel! in apperehension how like a god ! the
beauty of the world ! the paragon of animals! ——ZHamlet. IL.-11. 316.
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Hear, nature, hear; dear goddess, hear !
Suspend thy purpose, if thou didst intend
To make this creature fruitful!
Into her womb convey sterility !
Dry up in her the organs of increase;
And from her derogate body never spring
A babe to honour her! — L iv. 297.
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But yet thou art my flesh, my blood, my daughter;

Or rather a disease that’s in my flesh,

Which I must needs call mine: thou art a boil, T

A plague-sore, an embossed carbuncle,

In my corrupted blood. —— IL iv. 224,
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But T'11 not chide thee;

1.et shame come when it will, I do not call it:

T do not bid the thunder-bearer shoot,
Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove:
Mend when thou canst; be better at thy leisure:
I can be patient, — IL iv. 228 .
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What was thy cause?
Adultery ?
Thou shalt not die: die for adultery ! No:
The wren goes to ’t, and the small gilded fly
Does lecher in my sight.
Let copulation thrive; for Gloucester’s bastard son
Was kinder to his father than my daughters
Got 'tween the lawful sheets.
To ’t, luxury, pell-mell ! for I lack soldiers.
Behold yond simpering dame,
Whose face between her forks presages snow;
That minces virtue, and does shake the head
To hear of pleasure’s name;
The fitchew, nor the soiled horse, goes to 't
With a more riotous appetite.
Down from the waist they are Centaurs,
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Though women all above
But to the girdle do the gods inherit,
Beneath is all the fiends’;
There’s hell, there’s darkness, there’s the sulphurous pit,
Burning, scalding, stench, consumption ; fie, fie, fie! pah, pah! Give me an ounce of civet, good
apothecary, to sweeten my imagination: there’s money for thee. —— IV. vi. 111,
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Lear. Look with thine ears: see how yond justice rails upon yond simple thief. Hark, in thine ear
change places; and, handy-dandy, which is the justice, which is the thief ? Thou hast seen a farmer’s
dog bark at a beggar?
Glou. Ay, sir.
Lear. And the creature run from the cur ? There thou mightst behold the great image of authority: a
dog’s obeyed in office.
Thou rascal beadle, hold thy bloody hand !
Why dost thou lash that whore ? Strip thine own back;
Thou hotly lust’st to use her in that kind
For which thou whipp’st her. The usurer hangs the cozener.
Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear;
Robes and furr’d gowns hide all. Plate sin with gold,
And the strong lance of justice hurtless breaks;
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw does pierce it.
None does offend, none, I say, none; I'll able 'em. — IV. vi. 154
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When we are born, we cry that we are come
To this great stage of fools, —— IV. vi. 186,
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These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no good to us: though the wisdom of nature can

reason it thus and thus, yet nature finds itself scourged by the sequent effects: love cools, friendship
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falls off, brothers divide: in cities, mutinies; in countries, discord; in palaces, treason; and the bond
cracked 'twixt son and father. This villain of mine comes under the prediction; there’s son against
father: the king falls from bias of nature; there’s father against child. We have seen the best of our
time: machinations, hollowness, treachery, and all ruinous disorders, follow us disquietly to our
graves, —— L ii. 112,
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This is the excellent foppery of the world, that, when we are sick in fortune,——often the surfeit of
our own behaviour,——we make guilty of our disasters the sun, the moon, and the stars- as if we
were villains by necessity ; fools by heavenly compulsion; knaves, thieves, and treachers, by spherical
predominance ; drunkards, liars, and adulterers, by an enforced obedience of planetary influence; and

all that we evil in, by a divine thrusting on: an admirable evasion of whoremaster man, to lay his



goatish disposition to the charge of a star ! My father compounded with my mother under the drag-
on’ stail: and my nativity was under Ursa major: so that it follows, I am rough and lecherous. Tut,
1 should have been that I am, had the maidenliest star in the firmament twinkled on my bastardiz-
ing. — L ii. 129.
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When fatal death shall end my mortal life,
My purpose is to leave unto them twain,
The realm &3&& into two sundry parts:
The one Ferrex mine elder son shall have,
The other shall the younger Porrrex rule.
That both my purpose may more firmly stand,
And eke that they may better rule their charge,

I mean forthwith to place them in the same;
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That in my life they may both learn to rule,
And I may joy to see their ruling well. —— L 1. 58
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To part your realm unto my lords, your sons,
I think not good for you, ne yet for them,

But worst of all for this our native land.
Within one land, one single rule is best:
Divided reigns do make divided hearts,

But peace preserves the country and the prince.
Such is in tman the greedy mind to reign,
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So great is his desire to climb aloft,
In worldly stage the stateliest parts to bear,
That faith and justice, and all kindly love,
Do yield unto desire of sovereignty,
Where equal state doth raise an equal hope
To win the thing that either would attain.
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Shall so wear out to nought. ——IV. vi. 137.
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Lear --Do not laugh at me;

For, as I am 4 man, I think this lady

To be my child Cordelia.

Cor. And so I am, Iam.

Lear. Be your tears wet ? yes, ‘faith, I pray weep not;

If you have poison for me, I will drink it.
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I know you do not love me; for your sisters
Have, as I do remember, done me wrong;
You have some cause, they have not.
Cor. No cause, no cause. — IV vii. 68
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Nothing will come of nothing.
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Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave

My heart into my mouth: I love your majesty

According to my bond; nor more nor less.
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So young, and 50 untender ?
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So young, my lord, and true.
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Come, let’s away to prison:

We two alone will sing like birds i’ the cage:

When thou dost ask me blessing, I'll kneel down,

And ask of thee forgiveness: so we'll live,

And pray, and sing, and tell old tales, and laugh

At gilded butterflies, and hear poor rogues

Talk of court news; and we'll talk with them too,

Who loses and who wins; who’s in, who’s out;
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And take upon’s the mystery of things,
As if we were God’s spies: and we’ll wear out,
In a wall’d prison, packs and sects of great ones,
That ebb and flow by the moon. —V. iii. &
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And my poor fool is hang’d ! No, no, no life!

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat, have life,

And thou no breath at all? Thou’lt come no more,

Never, never, never, never, never ! —— V. iil. 305,
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Do you see this ? Look on her, look, her lips,
Look there, look there ! —— V. iii. 310.
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