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(A beak-nosed, bushy-bearded, black-haired lord,
Lean, pallid, low of stature, yet robust,

Fifty years old, —I nﬁ%o%u
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(What you call my wife,
I call a nullity in female shape. —XI 1109—10)
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(it is the glory and good of Art,
That Art remains the one way possible
Of speaking truth, to mouth like mine, at least. ——XII 838—40)
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What ?
No blush at the avowal you dared buy
A girl of age beseems your grand-daughter,

........................ where was the wrong step ?
If what I gave in barter, style and state
And all that hangs to Franceschini-hood,



Were worthless,—why, society goes to ground,
Its rules are idiot’s rambling. —V 424—37
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They have got my name,—’lis nailed fast to theirs,

The child or changeling is anyway my wife;

Point by point as they plan they execute,

They gain all, and I lose all—even to the lure

That led to loss,——they have the wealth again

They hazarded awhile to hook me with,

Have caught the fish and find the bait entire:

They even have their child or changeling back

To trade with, turn to account a second time. ——V 1390—8.
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They cry—— “So little reverence for the law ?”
Listen, my masters, and distinguish here !
At first, I called in law to act and help:
Seeing I did so, “ Why, 't is clear,” they cry,
“You shrank from gallant readiness and risk,

Were coward : the thing’s inexplicable eise.”
Sweet my lords, let the thing be! I fall flat,

Cowardice were misfortune and no crime ! —V 1081—96
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The wife stood a convicted runagate

From house and husband,——driven to such a course
By what she somehow took for cruelty,

Oppression and imperilment of life—

Not that such things were, but that so they seemed:
Therefore, the end conceded lawful, (since

To save life there’s no risk should stay our leap)

It follows that all means to the lawful end

Are lawful likewise ——V 1177—85
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Take my whole life, not this last act alone,
Look on it by the light reflected thence !
What has Society to charge me with?
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Come unreservedly,——favour none nor fear,—
I am Guido Franceschini, am I not?
You know the courses I was free to take ? ——V 1775—80
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Absolve, then, me, law’s mere executant !
Protect your own defender,——save me, Sirs!
Give me my life, give me my liberty,
My good name and my civic rights again! —V 1992—35
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No, I appeal to God, what says Himself,



How lessons Nature when I look to learn?

Why, that I am alive, am still a man

With brain and heart and tongue and right hand too—
Nay, even with friends, in such a cause as this,

To right me if I fail to take my right.

No more of law; a voice beyond the law

Enters my heart, Quis est pro Domino? —V 1535—42
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I did
God’s bidding and man’s duty, so, breathe free;
Look you to the rest! I heard Himself prescribe,

That great Physician, and dared lance the core
Of the bad ulcer. . —V 1692—6
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But it was she the hag, she that dw.oﬁmg hell

For a dowry with her to her husband’s house,

She the mock-mother, she that made the match

And married me to perdition, spring and source

O’ the fire inside me that boiled up from heart

To brain, and hailed the Fury gave it birth,—
" Violante Comparini, she it was,

With the old grin amid the wrinkles yet,

Opened. —V 1641—9
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And now what does this Vicar of our Lord, .
Shepherd o’ the flock,——one of whose charge bleats sore
For crook’s help from the quag wherein it drowns ?

Law suffers him employ the crumpled end:
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His pleasure is to turn staff, use the point,

And thrust the shuddering sheep, he calls a wolf,

Back and back, down and down to where hell gapes !
“Guiltless,” cries Law—— Guilty ” corrects the Pope !

“Guilty,” for the whim’s sake ! Guilty,” he somehow thinks,
And anyhow says: 't is truth, he dares not lie | ——XI 397—406
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Jealousy maddens people, why not him ?
Say, he was maddened, so, forgivable !
Humanity pleads that though the wife were true,

The priest true, and the pair of liars true,
They might seem false to one man in the world ! ——XI 882—6
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God
Laid down the law: gave man the brawny arm
And ball of fist——woman the beardless cheek
And proper place to suffer in the side:
Since it is he can strike, let her obey ! ——XI 1398—402
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Entire faith, or else complete unbelief,——
Aught between has my loathing and contempt,
Mine and God’s also, doubtless. ——XI 727—9
YA A= s °
KU OS50
TEZEAOP | Blodr o X ~RHEUL O NN VRHL° HHEEO LR 4o X N VRS LTR & & 3:0° oy
APURALHER DTN BREP DY EE0nS Q485 1) DD st ]

o e Em<ig IR



PEKBEREE <HEHER~ 1o

I think I never was at any time
A Christian, as you nickname all the world,
Me among others: truce to nonsense now ! —XI 1910—2
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“ Get pleasure, 'scape pain,——give your preference
To the immediate good, for time is brief,
And death ends good and ill and everything !
What’s got is gained, what’s gained soon is gained twice,.
And,——inasmuch as faith gains most,——feign faith ! 7 —XI 765—9
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Well, being the arch-offender, I die last,—
May, ere my head falls, have my eyesight free.



Nor miss them dangling high on either hand,
Like scarecrows in a hemp-field, for their pains! ——XI 1745—8
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Cardinal, if the Pope had pardoned me,

And I walked out of prison through the crowd,

Tt would not be your arm I should dare press !

Then, if I got safe to my place again,

How sad and sapless were the years to come !

I go my old ways and find things grown gray;

You priests leer at me, old friends look askance,

The mob’s in love, I'll wager to a man,
With my poor young good beauteous murdered wife. —XI 1813—21
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Beside, am I not fifty years of age?
What new leap would a life take, checked like mine
I’ the spring at outset ? Where’s my second chance ?

Ay, but the babe---I had forgot my son,
My heir! Now for a burst of gratitude ! ——XI 1839—43
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You never know what life means till you die:

Even throughout life, 't is death that makes life live,
Gives it whatever the significance. ——XI 2368—70
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Sirs, have I spoken one word all this while

Out of the world of words I had to say?

Not one word ! All was folly—1I laughed and mocked !

Sirs, my first true word, all truth and no lie,,

Is——save me notwithstanding ! Life is all!

I was just stark mad,——let the madman live

Pressed by as many chains as you please pile !

Don’t open ! Hold me from them ! I am yours,
I am the Granduke’s——no, I am the Pope’s ! ——XI 2409—17
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Abate,——Cardinal,——Christ,——Maria,——God,—— (—sic)
Pompilia, will you let them murder me ? —XI 2418—9
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There was no touch in her of hate:
And it would prove her hell, if I reached mine !

To know I suffered, would still sadden her,

Do what the angels might to make amends ! ——XI 2082—S$
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Guido wanted skill

To value such a woman at her worth ! —X1 2105—6
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I see you all reel to the rock, you waves——
Some forthright, some describe sinuous track,
Some, crested brilliantly, with heads above,

Some in strangled swirl sunk who knows how,
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But all bound whither the main-current sets,
Rockward, an end in foam for all of you !
What if I be o’ertaken, pushed to the front
By all you crowding smoother souls behind,
. And reach, a minute sooner than was meant,
The boundary whereon I break to mist? ——XI 2341—50
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Into another state, under new rule
I knew myself was passing swift and sure;
Whereof the initiatory pang approached,

Felicitous annoy, as bitter-sweet
As when------ ——VI 949—53
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(Some persons——have thought this whole character unnatural.
——Haazlitt. (Shakespeare Criticism, Op. cit., p. 321)
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(Tago did not clearly understand what was moving his desire ; though he tried to give himself reasons
for his action, even those that had some reality made but a small part of the motive force; ----- -
Only once does he appear to see something of the truth. It is when he uses the phrase ‘to plumc
up my will in double knavery.” To ‘plume up the will, to heighten the sense of power of superio-
rity——this seems to be the unconscious motive of many acts of cruelty.) (Op. cit., p 229)
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(Malignant as he (sc. Iago) is, the very subtlest and strongest component of his complex nature is
not even malignity. It is the instinct of what Mr. Carlyle would call an iparticulate poet.) (Swin-



burne: A Study of Shakespeare, 1879, p. 177)
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(The trouble with Shakespeare criticism:- - is that it has been prompted and guided by the spirit
of literalism. The play has been thought to be a psychological document, not primarily a play, a
structure, both interdependent and independent, the parts mutually, and sufficiently, supporting and

explaining each other; and the characters have been taken for the separable copies of reality.) (Op
cit., p. 48) . )

4]

AHORIMPERR 00 | Q QOB Manae L0 RO RINE BR UEKLeN v s KN
Qw100 Q Q10° FRIK @ w0 iy’ R | P o’ RN LU <COVBAPRRRTEY
R0 AT KD NS QHEU R0 4 0 pBHELE OV HoRVEVES L0 TERRORRHLH

» o

’ Er.@%ﬁmﬁww@%ﬁmuto W U ) VBT UHHEEE Qv 0 20 Q P800 s B MmO v

"Fﬁ‘%

0)\
i

CURUEIL YO BHL e LOUEISLOPHL® VR CRECHIECCEERIVES & (1)) &
QB O v O LD P L Qg0 (HTEHD) .

Ceeee only verisimility is what art, drama, and more especially among great dramas, that of Shake-
speare, bestow. It is not reality, or even perfect consistency, but an illusion, and, above all, an illusion
whereby the spirit of man shall be moved. The greatest of dramatists is careful, not so much for
the single character, as for the drama ; indeed, he observes not so much the probabilities of the action,



or the psychology of the character, as the psychology of the audience, for whom both action and
character are framed. Writing hastily, but impetuously, to be played, not read, he seizes upon almost
every means of imitation and opportunity for excitement which this large liberty affords.) (Op. cit.,
p. 168)
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() Shakespeare Criticism, Selected by Nichol Smith, D. (World's Classics), 1916, pp. 302—3.
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(o) Shakespeare Criticism (Op. et.), p. 303.

(~~) Shakespeare Criticasm (Op. cit.) pp. 321—2.

(©) Bradley, A. C.: Shakespearean Tragedy, 1926, Lecture VI.
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(8) Stoll, Elmer E.: Art and Artifice in Shakespeare, 1933
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