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In the feudal age of any country, merchants and manufacturers formed 
in many cases trade associations in order to monopolize their business and 

to make regulations among themselves. Such a trade association was called 
"guild " or "Zunft " m medieval Europe while in China it is supposed to 
correspond to ko (community) in the reigns of Tang and Sang dynasties and 
A'aikale (guild hall) [A~r~*B] or Kosho C/~~(z~:~f] in the reigns of Ming and Ching 

dynasties. In this country, it is thought to be identical with an organization 

known as 2a C~~] or Kabuleakama [~i~{~fA~). In detailed investigation, we 
found, however, many differences between them and in order to clarify the 
peculiarity of each of them, the author frst intends to outline the character-

istics of za and kabut~akama, which are the correspondents in this country 
of European guilds. 

_1. The early feudal society aud the formatioe~ of 2a 

a) Formation of za 
Za was a definite social group, which was formed through the early 

feudal age in the 12th, 14th and 15th centuries not only by men of industry 
and commerce, but also by men of every profession. In general, 2a belonged 

to manorial lords such as shrines, temples and court nobles (kuge) and it 
was under their protection by paying some customs to the lords. 
Although there are many diverse opinions as to the origin of 2a, it is 

most reasonable to imagine that it originated from a group of people which 
occupied a certain place reserved for them on such occasions as festivals of 
shrines, memorial services of temples and the special rites of the royal house 

hold. Those who were seated at the place on these occasions took part in 
some events and for this made together some special works and contrlbutions. 

In return, the mernbers of 2a enjoyed protection and special privilege granted 

to them. These 2a which later on became active in industry and commerce 
are thought to have originated either from such service-groups, or branched 

off from them. 
Then, when ~nd how were these service-groups formed ? By the dis-

organization of the ancient society, the shrines and temples and court:nobles 
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in　the　metropolitan　areas　who　needed　their　own　self－sustaining　orgaization

independent　of　the　state　authority　began　to　demand　from　the　leading　farmers

in　their　respective　estate　services　and　subordination　to　them．The　typical

examples，areフ伽伽〔神人〕who　belonged　to　shrines　and　temples　andた％go％伽

〔供御人〕who　belonged　to　the　royal　household　and　supplied　food　to　it．They

were　given　a　special　place　on　the　occasions　of　the　royal　ceremonies　and

festivals　an（i　memorial　services　of　shrines　and　temples　an（i　granted　v＆rious

privileges　in　return　for　their　services・

　　　　As　early　as　in1092in　Hα’甜5θVillage　in　yα蜘αεhづ70which　belonged　to

the　E僻ッα為碗temple，there　was　organized　by　villagers　a2α，in　which　the

order　to　seats　of　the　members　was　de丑nitely　determined．The　inhabitants
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　‘‘of　Hαε螂θVillage　who　ha（i　been　known　as
（Hα≠錐5θ銘060ブづ）SinCe　early　timeS　were　in

with　the　E解ッαた嬢Temple。It　is，therefore，

its　rise　in　the　relation　to　this　temple．　One

this　kind　was　functioning　as　a　single　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　COmmUnity　playing　an　aCtiVe

outside　the　village　is　the　fact　that　a2αconsisting　of　monks　inの落一5隔7αたα別α

played　a　pantomime　at　the　festival　of｝イα粥α3配γo一の落一R漉膨in　l153（3r（1

year　of1伽ク紛．In　fact，a　pantomime　troupe　such　as　this　was　formed　an（i

called2αearly　as　at　the　end　of　the　Hθづ伽period，In　the　meantime，in

1183appeared　a2αof3αたθ一dealers　of　the　K伽go一ゴづTemple　which　belonged

to肋た伽初yαin　Kαε％gαand　in1145another　one　of　qil　dealers　was　formed

at　the1）α勾oツ’6Temple。

　　　The　control　which　the　lord　so　firmly　held　overεαis，therefore，one

of　the　characteristics　of　these　early2α，whose　activities　were　mainly　the

rendering　of　various　services．In　such　cases，one　who　lead　the　members　of

the2αin　its1＆bour　services　was　called“々o銘o妨δθ．”　The　system　of為o％o々δ加

may　be　the　remnant　of　the　ancient　institution　of“西θ、”　But，there　is　no

evidence　available　to　con丘rm　the　conjecture．

　　　　A2αof　architects　in　theκδ∫嘘勿づTemple，for　example　ha（i　four
divisions，　i．e．　五）碗ダoづ銘一2α，　1‘hづグ06銘一2α　and　κα3％9α5hα一2α　each　un（1er　the

leadershipofits為o磁oひ8．In々o脚（εαofdeepbluedyers）ofP砺・伽，the
members　of2ωserved　in　tum　the　lord，namely，1）吻o伽，with　deep　blue

dyingusuallyunderthedirectionofa々o銘o妨δθ。A2αofpalanquinbearers
（καgo肋々δ物02α）in　Kyoto　serve（i　the　Emperor　carrying　his　pαlanquin．It

has　four　divisions，each　of　which　was　directed　by　its々o銘oたδδθaccompanied

by　his　assistants　called3α∫㈱伽．Although　these　palanquin　bearers　were　all

men　of　industry　and　commerce　in　Kyoto，the　four　divisions　di（i　not　act　as

a　single　unite（1association　of　fellow　tr＆ders．　They　were　ordered　by為o％o々∂δg

to　gather　at　a　waiting　place　for　them．They　contribute（i　some　money　to

々o犯o妨西θan（i　received　from　him　an　identi丑cation　card　for　their　commission．

Observing　the　documents　which　are　kept　at　the瓦㈱2θ％グづTemple　in　Kyoto，

for　example，we　see　tha．t　the3α々εdealers　of　Kyoto　joined　a2αof　the　oil

　　the　youngmen　of　Hα∫3螂θ

a　special　relation　of　service

conjectured　that　this2αtook

of　the　evidences　that　2α　of
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　role
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dealers and the sake dealers belonging to the Hiyoshi-jileja Shrine IA'hich was 

the tutelary shrine of the L;,eryakuji Temple and presented sake and oil to 

the Hiyoshi-ji,eja Shrifee by the order of their kowok~be. At the end of the 

12th century belonged to Wakamiya of Kasuga in Nara another za of sake 
dealers which presented sake and ,r~iso to it for the use at the divine service. 

These organizations were, however, only service-groups subordinate to 
shrines, temples and court nobles being anything but the independent associ-

ation of the fellow traders. Since the 13th or 14th century, men of industry 

a,nd commerce who came to join this kind of za for their greater freedom 
rapidly increased in number. Jieeif~ and kugolei,e who constituted za also 
came to join this profit-making activities looking for liberty. Thus, those 
who were engaged in the same business having closely related to each other 

for their common interest banded themselves and formed a special ~･a within 
the framework of some existing one. Some of the members left the existing 

2a, while some made new one separately. The dealers of kojil who presented 

sake and miso to Wakamiya of Kasuga in a capacity of 2a members 
belonging to it organized a za of their own and continued their business 
successfully. It is to be rernarked here that this 2a had the appearance of 
that of sake dealers, but was in fact one organized by koji merchants. After 

the civil war in the. 14th century, even in the palanquin bearers ' ga which 
was consisting of men of various professions, fellow traders banded themselves 

in some separate 2a. Among them, a 2a organized by rice merchants had 
the members of more than sixty. There appeared further a 2a of textile 
dealeirs followed by those of iron dealers and bamboo dealers all branching 

off from the 2a of palanquin bearers. In such a form, our 2a can be com-
pared with European guilds. In the 14th century, a split took place in many 

2a and there appeared a hon-2a (old za) and shite-2a (new za) out of the 

existing one. In the former, taxes were imposed upon it as a whole, while 
each member of the latter was taxed individually. On the other hand, the 
former had the duty of labour services, while the latter paid their duties in 

money or merchandises they handled. It is understood that the latter was 
more independent of the lord's authority provided with many featu]'es closer 

to European guilds. 

b) Organization of 2a 
This kind of za rapidly increased in number since the 14th century 

densely located in such places as Kyoto, and Nara in Kileki district, 
where the economic development had reached a higher stage. In Kyoto, 
for instance, there were in existence more than fourtythree za, among 
which that of palanquin bearers in Kamigyo Shrine and that of cotton 
merchants belonging to the Gio,e-yashiro in Shimogy~ were most remarkable. 

In Yamato, we find more than fiftysix 2a ranging from very large ones such 

* a kind of yeast 



1954】 JAPANESE　GUILDS
75

as　that　of　oil　dealers　an（i　that　of　salt　dealers　down　to　small　ones　such　as

O痴一2α．Theyallbe1・ngedt・P吻・伽・ftheκδ∫伽グ汀emple・lnsuch
large　town　as　O粥6，5観ε％，and　Kα粥αた曜α，2αwas　also　seen　to　be　organize（i．

From　the　evidences　which　show　that2αwas　forme（1in　almost　all　the　old

castle－towns（ブδたα粥α61拓），2iHs　concluded　that2αwas　formed　in　general　in

prOSperOuS（iiStriCtS。

　　　Some2α10cate（i　in　rural　districts　were　formed　with　their　centers　in　the

bargain　market．For　example，there　were　variousεαbelonging　toκo％碗勿o
in　O痴，whose　lor（i－was　the　E解yα肋ブづTemple　and｝『αg客一2αof｝そα解α∫o　which

was　engaged　in　sesame　brokerage，In　such　cases，the　organization　of　the

villages　is　not　to　be　identified　with　that　of　professiona12α．　Only　those　who

paid　a　certain　amount　of　taxes　forme（i　a2α，through　which　they　handled

their　goods．The　members　of　such　aεαwere，at　any　rate，rich　farmers

who　sold　at　the　market　the　goods　they　produced．Such　a2αwas　also
joine（i　by　some　brokers　from　other　areas・Thereforeyεαin　our　history　was

neither　identical　with　the　gui1（i　of　the　European　me（iieval　age，nor　withたo

（community）in　the　reign　of　Tang　an（i　Sang　dynasties　in　China．Because

b。thareth・ughtt・havebeen・rganizedinurbandistrictsas・rganizati・ns
consisting　of　fellow　traders　engae（i　in　some　business．Considering　a　theory

that　in　Europe　the　guilds　originated　from　those　groups　of　merchants　and

manufacturers　subordinate　to　manorial　lords，is　it　not　possible　to　compare

the　guilds　with　ourεαwhich　were　organize（1in　rura1（1istricts？

　　　　Along　with　the　development　of　towns　an（i　cities　in　this　country，mer－

chants　and　manufacturers　an（i　those　enga，ged　in　the　same　kind　of　business

begant・H・ckt・getherin・rdert・facilitatetheirbusiness・Suchatendency
became　very　remarkable　in　Kyoto　in　particular　an（i　textile　dealers，fish

and　poultry　dealers　an（1timber　dealers　ha（i　their　own　zone　in　the　city　and

thereapPearedadenselyp・pulatedz・nes・fεαcalled惚むh唇一2αin3砺δ・
They　are　thought　to　have　originated　from　a　market　system　in　ancient

Hθづ脇一為yδ．

　　　　It　is　interesting　to　observe　that　some　resemblances　are　in　existence

between　this　institution　and　that　ofたo（community）in　the　reign　ofル偽g

and諏銘g　dynasties　in　China・
　　　　A2αusually　consisted　of　ten　members，but　some　had　more　than　fifty

members，while　some　w6re　constituted　of　only　one　or　two　members．They

are　rather　small　scaled，if　we　compare　them　with　European　guilds　which

were　generally　consisting　of　more　than　a　hundred　members．But　it　is
presumed　that　the　guilds　were　also　of　the　similar　scale　in　their　early　stage

of　development．Zα渉∂（head　of　za），αo％（alderman）an（1εα協幅％（assistant）

were　elected　in2αan（i　assumed　the　responsiblity　of　running　the2α．In

F伽剛o，for　example，菖even　o∫o伊乞α（aldermen）were　lea（1ing　thirty　members

in　a　2α　of　brazier－makers　belonging　to　1）αづグoづ％。　In　a　2α　of　oil　dealers，

eight　o’o瀦（＆1dermen）had　the　right　not　only　to　collect　annual　customs　an（i
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to　control　the　members，but　also　to　lock　out　from　the　business　those　who

were　not　obedient　enough，The　use　of　the　same　titles　as　those　of　village

leaders　such　as“o∫o％”（alderman）an（i“’03h勿076”is　the　evidence　that2α

was　not　the　body　under　the　control　from　outside　but　a　selfsupporting　organi－

zation　acting　for　its　own　interest．We　have　also　an　evidence　to　the　eHect

that　all　policies　were　established　in　the　meeting　of　members　in　aεαof　oil

dealers　in　the　suburb　of八ηα7‘z　and　that　of　paper　dealers　in　Eゴα粥％グαof　O吻づ．

In　且蜘θ一2α　of　】rα伽α’o一々α7％，　the　annual　meeting　is　thought　to　have　at　the

same　time　provided　neighboring　villagers　with　opportunities　of　gathering

together。In　short，2αwhose　interest　was　the　bargaining　at　markets　is　to

be　regarded　as　a　group　consisting　of　merchants　and　manufacturers　spontane－

ously　formed　for　the　common　interest　of　the　members．

　　　Zα’δ（head　of2α）and　o∫o陥α（alderman）of　a2αwere　in　the　same　social

status　as　that　of　lan（iowners（蜘yδεh秘）though　not　so　high　in　villages，while

in　towns　and　cities　rich　people　such　as　factors　collected　annual　customs

being　influential　in2α，　The　fact　that　a3α’㈱伽（assistant）of　aεα（》onsisting

of　cotton　merchants　inαo銘of　Kyoto　was　also　a　cotton　factor　is　the

evidence　for　an　import＆nt　role　he　was　playing　among　the　members　of　the

2α，through　which　he　sold　cotton　at　wholesale　to　his　retailers．　Consequently，

these　factors　gradually　accumulated　capital　as　wholesalers，but　in　the　early

feudal　age　they　were　still　acting　as　retailers　at　the　same　time．　The

factorship　was　still　in　its　infancy　at　the　time　and　could　not　be　organized

into　aεαindependent　of　that　of　retailers。In　fact，farmers　were　pedlers

selling　their　products　at　bargain　markets　which　were　hold　on　the　occasion

of　festivals　of　shrines　and　temples，while　handicraftsmen　in　towns　and

cities　were　at　the　same　time　retailers　of　their　products　and　in　both　cases

there　was　not　any　motivation　to　induce　the　split　of　a2αof　sellers　from

that　of　makers．

c）　Functionsof2α
　　　Here　we　shall　be　concemed　with　various　functions　of2α．　In　the　early

feudal　ages，some　form　of　protection　from　their　manorial　lord　was　ill　demand

（m　the　part　of　merchants　and　manufacturers，．because　they　were　suffering

from　various　obstacles　in　doing　their　business　including　the　llmitedness　of

their　markets。　This　was　of　course　one　of　the　reasons　why　they　joined　aεα．

It　is，thereforeg　regarded　as　most　essential　among　various　requirements　for

2αthat　the　right　and　interest　be　su伍ciently　protected　securing　the　mo－

nopoly　of　the　members、　As　one　of　the　most　important　rights　and
privileges，for　whose　maintenance　the　protection　of　the　lord　is　called　for，we

mention　a　right　to　monopolize　the　workshop　specialy　reserved　for　them　as

well　as　that　of　selling　at　the　market　under　the　protection　of　their　lord．

As　for　the　monopoly　of　the　workshop，the　carpenters　of　the　royal　household

first　monoplized　all　the　construction　works　of　shrines　and　temples，but　later
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the　monopoly　came　into　the　possession　of　those　carpenters　and　architects

who　flocked　together　at　large　shrines　an（1di（i　not　allow　others　to　participate

in　their　work．This　was　also　the　case　of　painters　an（i　makers　of　Buddhist

images．It　was　also　made　a　custom　that2αof　no　players　and　pantomime

Playershadanexclusiverightt・Play・nthe・ccasi・n・ffestivals・fthe
temples，to　which　it　belonged．In　the　festivals　of　other　shrines　and　temples，

two　or　three2αwere　granted　the　right　to　play　for　the　occasion。Even　those

・fharpersandc・urtesansareseent・havehadaHxedspheref・rtheir
monopoly．
　　　　Such　protection　an（1maintenance　of　the　rights　and　privileges　for　the

interest　of　some2αwas　particularly　remarkable　among　those2αof　mer－
chants　and　manufacturers．In　the　early　feudal　society　which　was　self－

sustaining，goods　were　produced　only　in　rare　cases　for　selling，while　demand

for　goods　was　also　very　limited．Such　being　the　situ＆tion，the　only　way

available　to　small　retailers　in　raising　profits　was　either　to　make　use　of　the

price　differences　in　different　places，or　to　avail　themselves　of　a　large

variation　of　prices．Even　in　such　limited　markets，too　many　rival　fellow

traders　would　have　been　lead　to　bankruptcy．　In　order　to　avoid　it，they

joined　a2αand　prevented　outsi（iers　from　participa．ting　in　their　business．In

order　to　make　their　monopoly　more　effective，they　needed　the　authority　of

the　manorial　lord，who　was　most　inHuencial　in　the　district．Further，their

right　of　monopoly　must　be　authorized　by　a、well－establishe（i　tradition　of　the

2α．In　fact，a　good　lineage　was　most　essential　in　backing　up　their　standing

in・case　of　any　dispute．Thus，the　members　of　a2α1iked’to　show　of〔their

old　pedigree　usu＆11y　connected　with　the　royal　household。　Some　members

of　a2αof　sugar　dealers　and　that　of　drug（iealers　even　dared　to　make　a

connection　with　the7伽g　dynasty　in　ChiΩa　in　their　pedigree．Even　some

seemingly　counterfeit　documents　were　prese丘te（i　in　case　of　disputes。

　　　　The　monopoly　of　an　are＆for　the　exclusive　sales　was　started　early　in

the　l3th　century　and　in　the14th　century　there　appeared　many　instances，in

which　the　members　of2αpunished　such　monopoly－breakers　as　side－sellers．

For　example，the　members　of　a2αof　oil　dealers　at　Oyα働α2α々ゼseized　and

destroyed　the　manufacturing　equipments　belongirlg　to　those，who　dared　to

deal　oil　without　permission．When　the　siuation　was　beyond　their　contro1，

they　used　to　appeal　to　the　lord　for　his　intervention．The　sphere　of　mo－

nopoly　remailed，therefore，within　the　extension　of　the　influence　of　the　lord．

　　　　These　and　other　related　matters　are　most　clearly　recognized　in　an

agreement　concluded　about　the　sphere　oHnHuence。　Accor（iiag　to　it，some

2αobtained　the　right　to　maintain　monopoly　over　several　districts．For

instance，a2αof　oil　dealers　at　Oyαg銘α2盈5was　grante（i　to　make　monopoly

not・only　all　through　out　the　Kづ％屠district　except　7α吻α∫o，but　also　in　all

the　westem　parts　of　this　country．Such　a　monopoly　in　sales　had　its　origin

in　the　place　for　selling裂t　the　bargain　market，where　only　those　members
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（》f　the2αare　authorize（1to　deal　goods　and　outsiders　were　allowed　to　do　so

（mly　by　paying　some　tax　for　admission．

　　　As　a　result　of　the　expansion　of　towns　and　cities　as　well　as　of　the

increase　of　retailers，the　bargain　markets　in　villages　lost　its　privilege（i　status

as　bargaining　places　for　monopolized　goods　and　stores　of　more　permanent
nature　began　to　play　more　and　more　important　role　in　handling　these　goods，

　　　Abreast　of　such　a　tendency，the　merchants　of　those2α1（》cated　in

villages　gradually　moved　to　urban　districts，where　the　native　merchants

were　of　course　not　willing　to　receive　them　and　employed　all　means　in　order

to　prevent　their　rivals　from　encroaching　upon　their　territory．For　example，

urban　merchants　impose（1taxes　upon　new　comers　for　their　admission　to　the

town　or　the　city　and　allowe（1them　to　sell　good　only　through　the　channel

of　their　own．

　　　Except　in　a　few　cases　conceming　raw　materials，no　monopolization

was　made　with　respect　to　stocking　goods。This　is　perhaps　because　the　main

（》oncem　of2αwas　con五ned　to　retails．However，some　monopolizations　were

made　with　respect　to　raw　materials　and　the　members　ofεαwellt　out　to

the　producing　districts，　but　di（1　not　allow　outsiders　to　obtain　there　the

sought　for　raw　materials．Sometimes，they　made　a　contract　with　a　loca1

2αsecuring　an　exclusive　right　to　obtain　the　materia1．It　was　also　one　of

the　characteristics　of　this　period　that　transport＆tion　was　also　mollopolized．

For　example，the　merchant　of　E4α粥解αin　O砺seemed　to　have　monopolize（1

the　transportation　of　paper　which　was　carried　through　a　pass　leading　from

、協銘o　to　O偏，while　those　on　the　south　ofβ伽α1ake　monopolized　the

transportation　from　O砺to1εθ．

　　　　In　case　more　than　two2αhappened　to　have　a亘intention　to　monopolize

the　same　kind　of　goods，there　would　naturally　take　place　a　intense　com－

petition　between　them。Sometimes，the　competition　was　induced　by　the
difference　of　the　way　of　selling．But　in　most　cases，an　agreement　was

made　properly　dividing　among　them　the　sphere　of　influence．For　example，
a　εαconsisting　of　saltdealers　in　】Zα卿α’o　branched　of［into　three　2α，i。e．2α

⊂）f　retailers，2αof　wholesale　dealers　and　that　of　pedlars，while2αof　oil

dealers　splitted　into　those　of　retailers　an（i　brokers．

　　　　As　one　of　the　important　facts　about2α，it　should　be　pointed　out　that

the　members　of2αwere　exempted　from　various　duties　such　as　the　business

tax，market　tax　and　customs　tariff　and　wer6under　the　protecti〔）n　of　the

lord　enjoying　the　freedom　of　business．Since　the　second　half　of　the13th

century，lords　both　in　metropolitan　an（i　local　districts　had　erecte（1a　large

number　of　barriers（512郁εho）and　collecte（i　customs　from　the　merchants　passing

by。With　the　extension　of　the　powers　of　these　lords，merchants　began　to

band　themsleves　in　order　to　cope、vith　the　expanding　power　of　lords　and

were　given　a　clearance　en　bloc　for　their　passing　the　barriers　in　retum

for　their　contribution　of　money。Some　members　of2αwere　eveu　granted
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passage of the barrier in advance and went hawking throughout various 
countries. Availing themselves of such a privilege, the oil dealers of 
Oyamazaki raised much profit out of their sales of lamp oil which was 
manufactured from sesame cheeply purchased beyond the barriers. 
Although 2a were active in various fields of commerce and manufacturing 

at this time provided with such privileges as above-mentioned, it seems that 

their activities as an independent organization were not so intense on account 

of the underdevelopment of their organization as trade association. The 
qualifcation for a person to join a za was his subordination to a lord. In 
fact, his business was maintained prosperously only under the protection of 

the lord. Taking into account such a characteristic of za, it is seen that 

they are much different from guilds or Zunfts in Europe, although some 
small-scaled compound guilds and merchants' guilds before the 13th century 
were supposedly characterized by their subordination to some other powers. 

d) Abolition of 2a 
At any rate, 2a p.1ayed an important role in developing commerce and 

industry throughout the early feudal ages, when there were still many 
discouraging factors against such developments. But, after the 15th century 

onwards, there was taking place decline of antique lordship, under which 
strong protection 2(z had been enjoying their prosperity. In other words, 2a 

were no match for the rising local commerce and industry, which broke 
, thejr monopoly everywhere. Daimyo (war lord), who were rising all through-
out the country, tried to isolate manorial lords from merchants and manu-

facturers keeping them under their own control. In particular, Daimyo 
granted merchants the right of free business on the occasion of erecting 
their own castle-town, thus breaking the monopoly which za had hitherto 
enjoyed. This policy was called rakuichi. Its materialization was seen, for 
instance, in the abolishment of market taxes and monopolized places in the 

market, which were practised by many Daileeyo such as Imagawa and Ho~jo~. 
It was, further, extensively used by Nobu,eaga Oda, who set about the 

unifcation of this country in the latter half of the 16th century devoting 

himself to the establishment of a feudal monarchy. By so doing, he became 
at la~t to challenge the very existence of 2a, which had hitherto been under 

the control of manorial lords. However Nobuleaga was not fully successful 

in carrying out this policy disturbed by the strong opposition on the part 
of shrines, temples and court nobles. 

It was Hideyoshi Toyot0,I~i, who succeeded for the first time in fully 

carrying out this policy initiated by Nobua4aga. The rearrangement and 
reshaffling of the manorial system were made by Hideyoshi by means of a 
nation-wide land survey. All 2a were abolished in accordance with his 
policy of unifying this country. The practise of the abolishment was further 

promoted after the 13th year of Te,esho (1585), when the unifications just 
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started・　All　the2α，which　the　court　nobles，shrines　and　temples　had　been

in　possessiδn　of，were　dissolved　and　there　were　no　restriction　whatsoever，

which　disturbed　unrestricted　How　of　goods　all　throughout　this　cσuntry．

II，κα6㈱α肋惚脇4伽∫μ銘‘あ0％

a）　Form＆tion　of々αわ㈱α々α佛α

　　　Hづ4θyo3hづ，εpolicy　of　free　trading　was　subsequently　passed　over　to　the

E40Shogunate，in　whose　reign　a　private　law　was　promulgated　to　the　efモect

of　forbidding　the　act　of　rising　the　prices　of　commodities　by　monopoly』

In　the　towns　and　cities　under　the　direct　control　of　the　Shogunage，2αwas

not　allowed　to　exist　any　more．　From　the　appearance　of　the　situation，it

is　not　generally　concluded，however，一that　even　the　substantial　part　of　the

organization　known　as2αwas　lost　with　its　dissolution　thus　effectuated．　It

is，therefore，consi（iered　that　the　character　as　trade　association　of2αremained

in　most　cases　untouched　in　spite　of　the　disappearance　of　its　former　connection

with　manorial　lords．Although　they　were　not　allowed　to　call　themsleves

2α，merchants　an（i　manufacturers　were　now　banding　themselves　into　groups

strongly　provided　with　a　character　of　trade　associations．　These　groups　are

known　as々o，郷々α解αan（i　other　titles．　In　O郷σ一hα6h唇粥㈱which　was　we11－

known　for　the　production　of　mosquito　nets，seventeen　net－makers　of　the

town　formed　a偽α加働α，ho1（iing　a　banquet　once　every　year　in　November

at　a　member’s　house．Around1654，a　regulation。was　effectuated　preventing

any　fellow　trader　from　the　other　area　from　enchroaching　their　sphere　of

influence、In　the　regulation，there　was　also　provided　for　some　punishments

of　the　member　who　paid　higher　to　their　textile　workers　than　the　amount

stipulated　in　the　regulation。With　the　Shogunate’s　adoption　of　the　seclusion

policy，there　came　an　end　to　the　free　industrial　development，which　had

been　in　progress　without　any　checking．As　a　result，domestic　markets

became　narrower　an（1narrower．However，many　people　did　not　like　to
compete　with　each　other　unrestrictedly　and　some　of　them　were　banding
themslelves　in　secret　into銘αたα郷α．

　　　In　such　a　situation，the　formation　of％々α粥αwas　grante（i　by　the

Shogunate　to　pubulic　bathes，calender　makers，pawnshops　an（i　second－hand

clothes　dealers　for　the　reason　of　security．　In　1721，　the　Shogunate　took　a

further　step　in　this　direction　and　banded　all　merchants　and　manufacturers

into鰯々α働αdepriving　them　of　the　right　oHree　trading．Such　a　tendency

was　further　promote（i　by　the丘nancial　di伍culties，with　which　the　Shogun－

ate　was　confronted　at　the　beginning　of　the　18th　century，　　In　order　to

collect　a　large　amount　of　tributes　from綴々α解α，the　Shogunate　cou1（i　not

remain　reluctant　in　granting　the　status　of郷々α粥αto　those　who　wanted　it

and　the　granting　of　the　status　was　made　more　freely．In　the　era，which
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is　often　refered　to　as　that　of％郷働α，the　tendency　attained　its　climax．

In　fact，a　large　number　of々αゐ㈱α肋粥αwere　formed　one　after　another　in

the　towns＆nd　cities　under　the　direct　control　of　the　Shogunate。　The

enthusiasm　for肋伽郷肋粥αeven　spreade（i　to　towns　an（i　ports　under　the
control　of　feudal　lords．

b）　Organization　of為αδω催αたα粥α

　　　A々αわ伽α肋粥αwaso伍ciallyorganizedonlyontheapprovaloftheSho－
gmate　or　feudal　lords．Of　course，some　merchants　and　manufacturers　might

have　banded　themselves　into　an　orgauization　provide（1with　the　characteristics

of　a々α伽服々伽協without　any　o缶cial　authorizatio亘，for　which　it　was　re一

（luested　that　a　list　of　the　members　be　submitte（i　to　the　authority．Only

after　such　a　formality，the　organization　in　question　was　granted　status　of　a

々αわ協α々僻雄and　given　a　monopoly　of　its　business．The　members　of　a如伽一

郷肋伽αwas　usually　limite（i　in　number　and　those　who　wanted　to　start　a

busines　were　all　requested　to　buy　the　right　of　the　membership　of　a肋み㈱α々α一

卿αconcemed　with　the　business．　The　right　was　called　a肋伽（stock）an（1

no　one　was　allowed　to　be　engage（i　in　the　business　without　holding　the　stock．

　　　In　aたα蝕灘為α解α，there，were　set　up　two　executive　boards　respectively

called弼θ％gッoブづan（i　gα∫錫gyo為づ，which　represente（1the　organization　iu　negoti－

ating　with　outsiders．The　appointment　of　the　o伍cers　were　made　by　means

of　election　or　lot，while　all　the　members　held　the　seats　in　tum　in　case　the

肋ゐ㈱α々α蜘αconsisted　of　a　small　number　of　members．Some　seats　were

also　given　to　those　of　a　distinguishe（i　family　by　appointment　in　the　name

of　the　authority．　For　convenience，々α伽are　classified　into　two　categories，

i．e．，one　which　was　authorized　for　the　convenience　of　security　and　the　other

which　was　approved　in　response　to　an　application　on　the　part　of　the

members　of％盈伽雄，Among　the　former，there　were％α肋粥αof　pawnshops，
second－hand　clothes　dealers　an（i　public　bath－houses，while　those　of　transpor－

tation　agents，handicraftsmen　an（i　workmen　were　included　to　the　latter．

In　particular，郷肋卿αof　workmen　are　supposed　to　correspon（1to　the　craft

or　the　guil（i　i4England　or　to　the　Zunft　in　Germany．This　kind　of弼罐α働α

was　most　numerous，for　instance，including　those　of　carpenters，plasters，

masons，blacksmiths，etc．　As　for　those　concemed　with　trading　there　were

three　kinds　i．e．々αδ㈱α肋働αof　factors，brokers　and　retailers．Hawkers

an（1venders　also　ha（i　their　own　sphere　of　influence　banding　themsleves　into

伽αたα解α．　This　is　one　of　the　characteristics　of　％αたα蜘α　not　seen　in　2α，

which　was　usually　constitute（i　of　factors　as　well　as　retailers．

　　　Of　these肋δ㈱αたα粥α，most　inHuential　were　those　of　factors，brokers

and　exchange－brokers．　They　were　further　subdivide（1according　to　the
kind　of　goods　they　han（iled．　Thus，郷たα粥αof　factors　an（i　retailers　were

each　subdivi（ie（i　into　those　of　cotton　dealers，　paper　dealers　an（1　0thers．

Among　them，most　powe㎡ul　were　those　of　dyers，weavers　an（iε醜θmeri

も
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chants．　On　the　other　hand，factors　and　retailers　banded　themselves　into
弼αたα粥αaccor（iing　to　the　destination　of　their　goods．

　　　Then　monopoly　of　various　products　was　started　by　many4α伽yδat　the

end　of　the｝乙θ40period．Some　of　these　products　were　carried　to　Oεα肋to　be

so1（i　there。Factors　of　that　city　were，therefore，induced　to　band　themlseves

into　a銘α々僻zαaccording　to　the4α伽yδ，with　whom　they　had　business
connections．　Such　connections　were，of　course，responsible　for　some　inter－

vention　from　the　part　of　Pα伽ッδ，although　profits　were　sometimes　gdarantee（1

by　such　a　bondage．　This　was　the　reason　why　a　line－up　of糊々α粥αof

factors　was　ma（1e　in　the　big　cities　according　to　the　fief　of　Z）α伽y∂，with

whom　the　factors　were　in　relations　of　dealing．In　local　towns，thβguilds

of　fellow－countrymen　were　also　organized　with　a　view　to　securing　proGts。

For　instance，the　merchants　were　united　to物αたα郷αaccording　to　the　kind

of　goods　they　were　handling　in∠462秘四α如蜘α∫3初，where　many　merchants
h＆d　penetrated　from　O編，51α々αづ，05α々αand｝イθ40．In　this　conne（ltion，it　is

of　some　interest　to　note　that　in乃鳶伽g　the　membership　of　the　guild　was

granted　only　to　the　fellow　countrymen　and　this　custom　have　als亘）been　in

practise　in　Central　and，in　particular，in　South　China・

c）Functionof励㈱醜徽α
　　　In　exchange　for　its　contribution　to　the　Shogunate　or　to　4φ郷yo，　the

加西㈱αたα粥αwas　given　by　the　authority　the　right　to　forcibly　make　fellow

traders　loih　the肋わ脇α々α粥α。Availing　itself　of　this　right，the舳ウ㈱α肋佛α

was　able　to　enforce　its　policy．　In　China，such＆right　was　not　granted　to

the　guild，but　the　inconvenience　which　might　result　from　the　non－af61iation

with　it　forced　all　fellow　tra（1ers　to　join　it，In　this　country，the　acquisition

of　such　a　right　was　a　result　of　a　requiremeut　on　the　part　of　the　members

of　the％々α卿α。　However，as　in　European　countries，the　Shogunate　and

dα伽yδwere　responsible　for　the　maintenance　of　this　right．In　genera1，the

monopoly　of　a郷たα卿αwas　con丘ned　to　a　town　or　a　city　under　the　control

of　a卿α‘h訪％gyδ（town－magistrate，s　o伍ce）or　a　H伽6hδ（daimyo，s　o伍ce）or

to　some　specified　area．It　was　also　the　case　with2α，whose　monopoly　was

confined　to　a　certain　area　by　arrangements．But，in　this　case，亡he　monopoly

took　a　very　complicated　form　with　its　sphere　of　influence　both　in　towns

an（1villages．In　case　of々αδ㈱α々α解α，the　demarcation　was　made　in　accord

with　the　a（1ministrative　jurisdiction　for　the　better　convenience（，f　the　ad－

ministration．　For　instance，the　jurisdiction　of　the獅α6h必％gyδin　Osaka　was

extending　beyond　Osak＆proper　down　to　M3h伽o伽勿α，Hッδgoな％an（1ハ砺4α

a亘d　the　factors　and　merchants　in　these　places　were　always　placed　under　the

control　of　the如伽賜々α，郷αin　Osaka　and　were　not　allowed、to　form　an

independent為αb㈱α々脇α．

　　　　Theたα伽％α々α賜αwas　stronger　than2αwith　respect　to　its　control　of　the

members　and　strongly　prevented　them　from　competing　with　each　other。
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Such　a　control　was　most　explicitly　exercized　in　connection　with　the　purchas－

ing　of　commodities　by　the　members．Co－operation　was　also　maintaine（1by

the　members　in　transportation　an（i　all　the　losses　were　e（lually　bome　by

them　in　case　of　a　shipwreck。On　the　other　hand，the　punishment　for　any
disobe（iience　to　the　control　was％α々α辮α一hα甜εhづ（expulsion　from磁為α蜘α），

the　boycotting　and　sometimes　even肋伽’07づh伽α61拓（confiscation　of肋西ω）．

　　　As　the　high　prices　of？ommodities　could　not　be　maintained　as　a　result　of

intensi丘ed　competitions，the　members　of　aたαわ㈱α々α粥αcooperate（1ia　inspect－

ing　their　products　or　good　for　their　improvements，while　the　weights　and

measures　were　also　unified　by　the　agreement　of　the　members．In5號αづ，

for　instance，the　cotton　dealers　were　very　scrupulous　in　examing　measures

in　preparation　for　the　competition　with　their　fellow　traders　in　O3α々αand

everywhere．

　　　　Although　the　monopoly　of　their　business　was　the　main　concem　of

肋δ㈱α肋郷αand％α肋，綴，they　also　maintained　friendly　terms　with　religions

institutions　and　participated　in　various　functions　held　under　their　auspices．

The　members　of為αわ㈱α肋粥αand％αたα蜘α，further，contributed　money　to

shrines　and　temples，to　which　they　were　related．In　this　connection，a

reference　must　be　made　to　the々δof為の㈱α肋粥α，which　was　usually　named

after　the　patron　saint　of　the　business　of　the肋勧偽盈α粥α．For　example，

Prince　Shδ’o加was　worshippe（1by　carpenters　and　roofers，who　organized
ルなhづ妨（fratemity　of　the　Prince），while　blacksmiths　formed　another　one

calle（i1酩妬た∂（fraternity　of　the　god　of　cereals）。　Banquets　were　frequently

held　byたφ㈱αたα卿αattended　by　the　members，while　ships　and　warehouses

were　usually　of　their　common　properties．

b）　Towns　and々の㈱疏α郷α
　　　Thus，　為‘zゐω弼αゐα僻多α，　above　a11，　those　of　urban　districts，　he1（i　the　pre－

dominat　position　in　economic　activities　of　the　cities　an（i　towns．However，

owing　to　a　strong　control　exercized　by　the　feudal　lords　over　them，肋勧一

儲α々α粥α　was　not　in　general　so　strongly　represented　in　the　politics　and

administration　of　these　towns　and　cities，as　it　was　in　Europe，where　the

members　of　the　guilds　were　elected　to　the　municipal　o伍ce　in　a　capacity　of

the　o伍cer　of　the　guild。However，only至n均∂go，the　representatives　of　a

惚々α粥αwere　elected　to　the　municipal　o伍ce　and　entrusted　with　the　a（iminis－

tration　o董the　town。It　is　to　be　remarked，however　that　they　were　not　so

elected　in　a　capacity　of　the　representatives　of　the銘α々α盟乙αthey　belonged　to．

This　fact　is，therefore，the　evi（1ence　for　the　complete　lack　of　relations

between　the伊3α肋仰雄and　the　administration．

　　　　The　spirit　of　independence　and　isolationism　of々αわ観αたα賜αwas　responsi－

ble　for　the　lack　of　liaison　among　d丑erent　kabunakama．Such　a　lack　of

liaison　was　extreme　in　the　guilds　in　China．　As　they　did　not　have　any

national　power　to　rely　upon，the　activities　of　di貸erent　guilds　were　far　from
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being　in　or（ier　an（i　even　the　weights　and　measures　were　not　the　same　in

each　guild．However，the肋わ㈱α肋粥αwas　relatively　powerles3in　com－
parison　with　the　authority　of　the　state，which　was　so　firmly　established　at

this　time，whereas　the　Chinese　guilds　were　rather　independent　of　the　govem－

mental　authority，Further，owing　to　the　lack　of　interconnection　among
guilds　as　well　as　to　their　indepen（ience　from　the　govemmental　authority，

there　was　no　possibility　in　China　for　its　guilds　to　develop　into　a　nation－

wide　one．　In　this　country　too，mostゐαδ㈱α々α卿αwere　con且ned　in　their

activities　to　a　relatively　small　area．Further，only　a　small　number　of

towns　and　cities　ha（i　the　privilege　of　having　its肋伽郷々α解αwhich　could

profitably　deal　in　some　important　commodities．Consequently，those々α勧一
銘α々αヲnαin　local　small　towns　were　allowe（i　only　to　han（ile　the　necessaries　of

life　yielding　to　the　aggression　of　those　from　the　big　towns　and　cities．For

example，ten　drapery　factorS　in　yθ40tie（i　up　with　the　cotton　crape　factors

in乃たα”～α6hづin　Echigo　and　made　a　monopoly，．while　close　co－operation

was　maintained　between　twentyfour　factors　in　Oεα焉αand　ten　factors　in｝イθ60，

who　combine（i　their　ef壬orts　in，or（ier　to　monopolize　the　transportation　of

goods　between　these　two、cities．．These　facts　and　others　are　oqe　of　the

evidences、for　the　commercial　development　of　this　country，which　had　been

actively　under　way　at　that　time　in　a　nation－wide　scale。However　no　guild

in　this　country　was　so　intemationally　active　as　some　in　Europe。The
Japanese　towns　and　cities　are　also　characterized，it　is　supposed，by　the　fact

that　the銘α々α粥αof　handicraftsmen　was　not　so　strong　as　that　of　merchants．

It　is　a　familiar　fact　to　anybody　who　read　about　the　history　of　European

towns　that　the　Zunft，i，e．the　association　of　handicraftsmen，began　to　gain

power　in　the　town　in　the　l4th　century　and　even　dare（i　to　demand30metimes

the　autonomy　of　the　town　or　the　control　of　markets。In　contrast　to　such

a　situation　in　Europe，the　Zunft　of　handicraftsmen　had　almost　no　power　in

Chinese　towns，as　pointed　out　by　Max　Weber．However，some　researches
made　in　this　connection　clarified　that　they　were　not　so　powerl（》ss　as　has

been　conjectured。In　fact，they　sometimes　even　challenge（i　the　guild　of

merchants．But　in　this　country，the　commercial　capital　was　so　strong　that

handicraftsmen　ranked　very　low＆nd　their鰯肋粥αwere　not　in　a　position

to　compete　with　those　of　merchants．In　fact，they　were　humble　enough　to

remain　lowest　among　the　class　of　C妨幅銘。

　　　　This　is　because　they　had　no　oversea　market　and　cQuld　not　have　chance

，to　export　their　pro（iucts　to　distant　countries，just　as　the：EuropeaΩweavers

、did．

e）Transformationanddissolutionof励㈱伽惚
　　　In　the　latter　half　of　the　18th　century，a　change　began　to　take　place　to

our々αひ㈱読α粥α，which　ha（i　playe（1a　role　somewhat　similar　to　that　played

by　the　gui1（l　in　Europe．In　the　first　place，there　developed　in　rural　com一
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munities an agricultural economy provided with commercial elements. As 
a result, Iand-ovners became more interested in producing things with a 
view to selling them to privileged e4ak(~ma in the town. In order to obtain 

the right to sell the goods they produced, they contributed sorne money to 
feudal lords and'joined a kabuleakama. The right of this kind was called 

zaishokabu (kabu of villagers). On the other hand, the increase of workmen 
made it more and more difficult for them to become an oyaka,ta (master). 
A similar situation was taking place among kabuleakan~a of merchants and 
existing ka,bue~akowta began to branch off into smaller ones, which were 
respectively joined by those engaged in the same kind of business or working 

in the same area. Later on, this kind of teakatrz,a developed into an organi-

zation, which was essentially the same as the trade association. Similar 
kinds of organization were also developing from the ko, which had been in 

existence within a kabuleakama. For instance, a kabul~akallea of sugar 
brokers split into three ko, each of which was in possession of its own list 

of the members. They were, further, taken care of by the officers such as 
1cembone, ,eeeegyoji and kaiyaku, who were all different in each ko. The 
gradual dissolution of kabeeleaka was, thus, started. 

In the meantime, a movement against the privileged status of Itakama 

became active and even the abolishment of the system was tried in some 
places. 

The policy again kabuavaka on the part of the authority came to a 
culmination, when the Shogunate disbanded in the 13th year of Temp~ 
(184_2) all the kabu,eakama under its direct control. The excuse was the 
prevention of the rise of the prices of commodities. In reality, the ,step 
was taken in order to put the rising class of rural merchants under the 
direct control of the Shogunate. The same step was taken by some daimy~ 
and the monopoly was made stronger everywhere. Although the policy of 
the Shogunate was somewhat moderated by the strong opposition on the 
part of factors in three big cities, the influence of kabuleakonll,a ¥vas not 

recovered any more. But, it was only after the Meiji Restoration that the 
system of kabuleakallca was abolished at last. Herewith the guilds of the 
feudal age disappeared. 
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