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Bright star! would I were steadfast as thou art—
Not in lone splendour hung aloft the night
And watching, with eternal lids apart,
Like nature’s patient, sleepless Eremite,

The moving waters at their priestlike task
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Of pure ablution round earth’s human shores,
Or gazing on the new soft-fallen mask

Of snow upon the mountains and the moors—
No-—yet still steadfast, still unchangeable,

Pillowed upon my fair love’s ripening breast,
To feel for ever its soft fall and swell,

Awake for ever in a sweet unrest,
Still, still to hear her tender-taken breath,

And so live ever—or else swoon to death.
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How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son
of the wmorning!

——Isaiah, 14. 12.

But when you consider the wonderful truth of
the prophets’ words, then the light will dawn in
your souls and Christ the Morning Star will shine
in your hearts.

——2 Peter, 1. 19.

And I will give you the morning star!

——Revelation, 2. 28.
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I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you to tell the
churches all these things. I am both David’s Root
and his descendant. I am the bright Morning Star.

—1Ib., 22. 16.
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...... until the day dawn, and the day stav arise

in your hearts:

...... I am the root and the offspring of David,

and the bright and morning star.
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The goodly shape approached us, snowy white
In vesture, and with visage casting streams
Of tremulous lustre like the matin star.

——Purgatory, XII, 81-3.

So I again restored to the lore
Of my wise teacher, he, whom Mary’s charms
Embellished, as the sun the morning star;

——Paradise, XXXII, 94-6.
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So turned I to the teaching of that one
Who gathered beauty out of Mary’s face

as does the star of morning from the sun.
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The appellation of that star, which views
Now obvious, and now averse, the sun.

——Paradise, VIII, 13-14.

that planetary star which, now at brow

and now behind the shoulder, woos the Sun.

...... della stella

che’l sol vagheggia or da coppa, or da ciglio.
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Look how a bright star shooteth from the sky,
So glides he in the night from Venus' eye;
——=815-16.
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But I am constant as the northern star,
Of whose true-fix’d and resting quality
There is no fellow in the firmament.

—— Julius Caesar, 111, i. 60-62.
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