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Abstract

Thispaperproposesa survey ofsources andworks onVietnam′s
historical statistics available in ヒhe differenヒ specialised
libraries and archives, zTlainly in Vietnam and France, and
invesl=igates methods to be irrplemented for estimating Vietnam′s
national accounts under French mle (1895-1954).While most of the
E;OurCeSOntheperiodarerelatedtoformerFrenchIndochina.our aim
is toproducetime series corresponding topresent day Vietnam.This
task constituヒes a first step toward a quanヒitative appraisal of
vietnam'Seconomicdynamicsfromthemiddleofヒhenineteenヒh cenヒury
to th(∋end of the twentieth century. Due to the weakness of the
Frenchadministration,especially inAnnam and Tonkin,few datawere
collectedbefore1893.Forヒhisreason,wewillnoヒconsiderhere the
first colonialperiod,French military occupation and a血止nistration
ofCochinchinaandfurtherinvasionofA凪amandTonkln.
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Estimat:inglongtermeconozrLic sヒatisticsofVietnam

underFrenchrule (1895-1954)∫onsourcesandmethods

Introduction

Thispaperproposesa survey ofsources andworks onVietnam′s

historical statistics available in the different specialised

libraries and archives′ mainly in Vietnam and France, and

investigates the method to be irrplemented for estimating vietnam′s

national accounts under French rule (189511954). This task

constitutesafirststeptowardaquantitativeappraisalofVietnam's

economic dpamics from the middle of the nineヒeenヒh century to the

endoftheヒwenti.ethcenヒu工y.

whileroost of the sources on theperiod are related to former

French Indochina,ouraim is toproduce time series corresponding to

presentday Vietnam.Under French rule,Vieヒnam rem ined implicitly.

for the colonial adminisヒraヒion′ a political and economic reality.

The three geographical parts of Vietnam had each got a different

political staヒus: Cochinchina was a colony, Amam and Tonkin

protectorates,andinconsequence Annam'sZhperor did not even come

topo巨;sessevenanominalauthority over the south.But a largeparヒ

of the fomer Armam ErTTPire Confucian administrative framework and

manpowerrernained unchang･ed,including the colony ofCochinchina.m

te=msoftheprevailing economic reality.Vietnam was seen asbeing'

different from Cambodia and Laos.池is is exemplified ty ヒhe facヒ

ヒhattradebetweenCarrboaiaandVietnamwasmonitoredbythe colonial

administraヒion although no custom tariff or restriction existed

(while trade between Annam or Tonkin and Cochinchina was not

reported).Public receipts and e】申enditureswere registeredwiヒh the

exceptionofCa汀bodiaand Laos.Furヒhemorepart of the currency was

issued in Phnom Phen, and was thus concerned solely with Ca血 dia,

althoug-hthecoinsandnoヒeswereexactly ヒhesameandcirculation of

thecurrencywasfreewithinthelimits ofIndochina.

Reconstituting long-term time series for Vietnam's national

accounts and for other economic, demographic and social indicators

for ヒhe modem period′ beヒween 1858 and 1945′ and up until 1954′

afterVietneun'sfom lindependence.wouldseemtobeatfirsヒglance

arelativelyeasytask.℡hey aremany available sources,both public

andprivate,andpartofthework ofcollecting thedatahasalready
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been done. But. due to the weakness; Of the French colonial

adminisヒration,especially inA凪am and Tonkin′ it appears that f即

data were collected before 1893･ Estimating Vietnam･s national

accounts for the first colonial period, French military occupation

and adminisヒration ofCochinchina and further invasion of Annam and

Tonkin･wouldrequLrean extensiveuseofindirectmethodsapplied to

fragTnenヒary data･ For this reason, we will noヒ Sヒudy this period

during the first step of this research. After 1895, the French

colonial administration officially took control of the whole

territory of present-day VietnazTt･Revo1ヒs and political unrest did

not rest.me hlヒ the civil colonial authorities were able to find

enough collaborators among the Vietnamese traditional eliヒe ヒo

develop a comprehensive tax system, and to monitor rice and mining

production,externaltrade,andeven,toSomeextent,population.

Ourresearchconfrontsthreefurtherobstacles:

(1) ℡♭e collection of 亡ime series data was characterised ty

imprecision and lacunae which was caused h, ヒhe instituヒional

frameworkandfromVietnam′seconomicsituaヒioninthemodern period.

The French colonial administration mled ヒhe country, with the

assistance of とhe former Annam 恥 ire administration, cornposed of

civil servants trained in traditional schools and sele(=ヒed through

the Confucian em ination process.This is one of the main reasons

whythecensusofpopulationwasnoteasilyirnplemented.The colonial

administration was de facヒo bilingual,with serious difficulties in

cotTmunication between the French civil servants who were usually

unable to speak or read theVietnamese language,and ヒhe lower rank

natives employees who performed their task as usual. and were

generallyunabletoreadFrench,atleastnotbefore1910.

(2)DespitetheFrenchcolonialadministration'Seffortsto establish

and publish statistics, we find few corrprehensive collections of

pt止)lished data.=fwe compare ヒhem with data available on Taiwan Or

KoreaunderJapaneserule,orZndiaunderBritishrule,iヒSeems that

the colonial administraヒion had almostno knowledge of the economi(⊃

conditions of the country. =t is true that the concern of the

colonialadministration focused on legaland strategic issues rather

than econorry.=n addition,they werevery few French civil servants

in Vietnam. ℡♭e lack of manpower trained for establishing and

publishing statistical data was the main obstacle preventing the

publishing of coltprehensive yearbooks. This notwithミ妃anding a

tremendous amoun ヒ ofdatawas collected aヒ the lo(=al level brlower
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or medium rank Vieヒnamese civil servants and made available and

ヒranslated at ヒhe request of the top rank civil administraヒors.We

can therefore find in different files, from the General Government

archives, extremely accurate data regarding issues sudlaS Wages,

prices and non-agricultural production or trade in specific

provinces.

(3) Zn addition, the researchers are confronヒed with problems

resulting from both the political biases and the voluntary or

involuntary imperfection of the sヒaヒisEical system.The colrpetition

among colonial powers;irrplies that French high rank civil ≡;ervants

were reluctant to publiE;h statistical data before WWt. German

territorial and commercial arrbi亡ions in East Asia concerned

e∈;pecially =ndochina and South China, an area of French influence

recognisedby theotherpowersofthetime (UK′theUSandJapan).a

addition, the failures of colonial economic development policy,

especially on monetary issues,could explain that several data were

keptsecret b′the Banque de l'Zndochine and the General Goverlment

of mdochina. During the late 1920s and 1930S′ the French

administraヒionbecameawareofJapan's ambition in EastAsia and iヒs

lrrPlication for VietneuTL′ a COnteXt Which was noヒ propitious for

increasing transparency ∂nd diffusion of daヒa on economic

perform cesandpolicy.ThesamesituationprevailedduringWWH ,in

the context of a unlque rgentlemanFs agreementl on economic co-

operationbetweentheFrenchadministraヒionandヒheJapanesemilitary

authoritiesinVietnam .

=t seemspossible,nevertheless ヒo correct these lrnPerfections

ヒkough a system tic critique of the sources and a comparison of

extant quantitative and qualitative data. These limitations and

problems should be achowledged buヒ′ on the other hand′ the laヒe

1930s were acヒually the last nom l years, as far as economic

condiヒions and statistical system are concerned, before the

subsヒantial l叩prOVement Of the late 1980S. After 1945. due to the

Znとbchinawar (1945-1954)and later theVietnam war (until 1975)∫ iヒ

was almost: impossible to develop a system of national accounts,

excepヒ during the late 1950s and early 1960s in Southern Vietnam.

Post1975statisticaldata following the Sovietmodel are thought of

as extremely unreliable′ even by the Material Product System

standard.

Another reason for investigatingVietnam′s econolnic statistics

l∬1der French rule is tha亡, if we corrpare iヒ wiヒh 亡he posヒ WWH
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situation,the 1920s and even the 1930s were probably a relatively

golden age for the Vieヒnamese people,According ヒo posヒ W H French

official reporヒS′ the living sヒandard in Vietnam′ especia11y

Cochinchina,wasonethe highest insoutheastAsia.We should rem in

cautious because thee;e Statements Were parヒ of the propaganda used

against corrm ism during ヒhe Cold War. The size of French resident

population inVieヒnam.wasvery ≡;mall,andmanyofthemwere acヒually

wealthy Vietnamese or chinese who had obtained full citizenship.

Thus.alヒhoughun equalinincomeandwealthdistribution,Cochinchina

was certainly one the most affluentAsian societies of the ヒime, On

averagemlChmoreso thancontemporary ThailandorMalaysia.

Zfthisview correspondstoreality, itcouldbeinterpreted as

good news assuming tha亡 the 35years ofwar (1941-1975)are, from a

very long-ten economic perspective, a terrible exogenous shock.

Given the historical trend in hurLan Capital accum lation in Vietnam

before and during French rule, recent economic growth may be

consideredintermsof ■catchuplglVen Vietnamlsprevious economic

level. r托1is phenomenon could be colrpared with China's recent

perfo工TmanCeShavingenduredmorethan acenturyofeconomic recession

and an absolute and relative decline in living standards. =n any

case,vieヒnam′seconomicconditionsandperform cesduring ヒhe 1920s

and 1930S constitute indispensable bencbmarks for estimating-

vietnam'spresentgrowthpotential.

TheヒaskofestimaヒingVietnam′snaヒionalaccoun tsunder French

rule,duringthe189511954period,iscurrentlyundertakenwithin the

frameworkofTheAsianHistoricalStatisticsCOBProjectandwith the

financial supporヒ of Japan′s Ministry of Education. and other

institutions, by a team of Vietnamese′ Japanese and 乱打Opean

researchers. 恐le C0-Operative work results in the possibility of

sharing expertiseandimprovingtheavailability ofdata.Wecan also
expect that it will contribute to furヒher discussions with

specialisヒs from other Asian coun tries and therefore to a better

understandingofVietnam'seconomichistory.

Thepasヒe}野erienceofJapaneseeconomistsintheestimation of

nationalaccoun ts (Japan′butalsoTaiwanandKorea)isessential for

thesuccessoftheproject.OneofthemainmethodologLcalaspects of

this research on Vietnam is the use of time series methodology

reporヒing the dynamcs and economic s亡rucヒure of other Asian

confucian Or Southea≡;t Asian coun tries, mainly Taiwan, Japan and

Korea′ as benchmarks for performing extrapolaヒions of Vietnam′S
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prevalent time series (for exarrple on the sヒmcヒure of the labour

force).

on theotherhand,European andVietnameseresearchers,many of

themhisヒoriansandanthropologists,aE;sociatedwith several Japanese

historians′ economic historians and anthropologisヒS, have a good

howledge of the French and Vietnamese archives, the social euュd

historical framework of the French colonial administration. the

sヒatistical system in vietnam, and the social or anthropological

environment. mey can ヒherefore evaluate the reliability of the

availabledata and idenヒify corrp lementary infom tion brfor exarrple

using reports on the lifestyle of ethnic minorities or vietnamese

villagersattheturnoftheCenヒury.

=n this paper, We first pre≦;ent a survey of the different

sヒati∈;ticalsourcesandpreviousworkson thesedata.Wethen discuss

variousmethods to be irrplemented for estimating Vietnam's national

accountsunderFrench rule.

I.A survey ofstatisticalsourcesandpreviousworks

1. The geographic dispersal of public and private sources,

offseヒting theirabundanceandaccesslblli上y.

Precise numbers are easily available in large quantiヒies

concerning Vietnam'S demographic and econorhic evolution during the

modern period (We are here u∈;ing the ten employed h,vietnamese

scholars to designate the colonialperiod).We can distinguish four

typesofsources;:

1) Collections of s亡atistics which were produced br the colonial

administraヒion, either on regular basis, such as the staヒistical

reporヒS,or at specificmoments,such as the seriesof studie∈;eadl

administrativeservice in Indochina produced for the French colonial

Eq osition inVincernesin 1931.The E;tatist:icswhich appear in such

amual reports can be considered as reliable. ℡he statistical

apparatus in place intndochina was corTParable to the one in France

inthesameperiod,especially after1914.

2)Theextantbibliographyof the colonial period,which is rich and

often dependable. These ヒexts should not be neglected since they

were often the work of dedicated and exヒrem Iy well ヒrained

administrators. Such was the case for ITenri Brenier director of
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economic services before 1914′ or for Paul Bernard′ or for Charles

Robeql.lain.ZncontrasttotheAfricancolonies,Indochinawasseen as

an lrnpOrヒant and relevant field of eコq)erience for aITbitious French

civilservants,politiciansorevenscholars.

3) 蜘 y private sources can also be consulted regarding･banking.

insuranceplantations,mining,manufacturing,ヒransportation,trading

colrPanies,insurance.The acce∈;s to these data is not always eat;ily

granted,especially inヒhe case of the fomer Banque de l'=ndochine.

=n such a conservative banking instituヒion, the records concerning

administratorswhowereinvietnamduringヒheJapaneseoccupation was

untilrecentlyconsideredasensiヒiveissueduetothepositionsheld

in themanagement of thebank of several of these persons rightup

untilthe1980S.

4)Thearchive∈;of the localadministration cons;titute a fundamental

resource for the study of Vietnam'S economic and demographic

evolutionduringthe colonialperiod. Those archives often supplied

the ヒwo first categories of sources wiヒh their infom ヒion, either

directly or through the use of extrapolation; it is often useful,

therefore, for researchers to retum ヒO Ehe orlg-inal source rather

than torelyexclusively upon yearbooks.=n thispaper, we errphasise

theadministrative archives,which areprecise,numerous and readily

available. For themostpart,the largevollJme Of sources from the

publicadministrationarewell classified. But one′s early optimism

should be mitigated 玩r several realisations that come from the

practicale】甲erienceofthearchivesasmuch as from the analysis so

farconducted.

unfortunately. the archives are scattered beヒween Vietnam

(Hanoi andHoChiMir血 City)and France (nix-en-Provence,Toulon and

paris). The French archivisヒs and ヒhose in Vietnam have made

considerable efforヒs to classify the archives and ヒo make them

available to the ptiblic. Aix-en-Provence has recently opened up a

new collection′ the archives of ヒhe Etat-Major, which shed some

lightonthefrontierwiヒhChina around the tum of the cenヒury,and

on the railroads of =naochina. similarly, the alphabetical

classification of the Governor GeneralJs files has been made

available to the public.along with the analytical classification.

Several books offer corqDrehensive presentations of these sources,

suchasDescours-GatinandVilliers (1983),LieuandCadier (1986)or

Devos, Nicot and schillinger (1990). Other monographs indicate

accurately the references of archives' file∈;used for research on
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particularissue∈;,such as ヒrade and tariffpolicy (Marseille.1986)

or banking and monetary policy (Gonjo, 1994), or other topics

(BrocheuxandHemery (1995),･Hurray (1980).Part of ヒhe resources ヒo

be found in French National Archives are presented in a catalogl.le

(Sourcesdel′histoire de l'AsieH.∫1981).｢托leNationalArchives of

Vietnam recenヒ1y published a catalogue of Hanoi's collections from

ヒhecolonialperiod (Guide des sourcesduVietnam moderneH.′1995)′

which presents a number of neglected collections, such as the

archives;Of the FIotte =ndochinoise (Indochina Shipping Cor【pany) or

that of the Soci占t占 cotonniとre du ℡onkin (Tonkin Spirming Company).

ThiscatalogueisanexarnpleofcollaborativeworkbetweenVietnamese

andFrench librarians.

DespiteヒheseefforヒS, theresearcher'sworkisharETPeredby the

splitting of certain collections.Thus the archives of the Govemor

General of Indochina which ought to be grouped tog'ether in Aix-en-

Provence (France),are in fact dispersed across several collections

and several locaヒions. A considerablenumber of files seem to have

been left behind in Hanoi and without them iヒ is uEPOSSible ヒo

correctlyevaluatetherealitiesofthisperiodofVietnam'shistory,

particularly in ヒermsofeconomic issues.Zn addition to this split

betweenFranceandVieヒnam′ the (:ollection is sometimes divided even

within administraヒive コurisdicヒions: the archives of the Flotte

=ndochinoise ≡;tayed in Hanoi,despite the facヒ that the service was

parヒoftheDepartmenヒofDouanesetRegies.Conversely.ヒhe archives

of the Department ofEconomicAffairs,addressing a wide variety of

topics, are in Aix-en-Provence. The researcher must keep this

scaヒヒering-of collections constantly in mind. because the archives

whichwerekeptinvieヒnam aregenerally ofgreat interesヒ and their

consultation can no longer be neglected′ glVen that latterly the

openingofVietnamhasrrLadesuchconsultationpo≦;Bible.

One should pay Special attention to the papers of the

Departmenヒ of Finance, which remained in Hanoi. ′nlis si2:able

co11ecヒionisintheprocessofbeingreclassifiedandseemsthus far

never to have been uヒilised brresearchers, aespiヒe the obvious

interesヒ the files hold and the importance of the Deparヒment of

Finance in the colonial system in situ in Indochina. =n particular,

onecouldlookherefor files on thepiastre andmonetary movements,

on the Banque =ndustrielle de Chine - the Banque ae l '=ndochine's

great rival from the 1920S- and on ヒhe establishment of Japanese

organisaヒions in zndochina during world War =工. ℡his collection

wouldbe veryusefulfortheproposed study-
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Complementary infom tion could be found at different pl血lic

libraries:in Vieヒnam,theNaヒionalLibrary (Hanoi), the Library of

vietnam'S InstituteofSocialandHLmanSciences (Hanoi),HoChiMin九

city University.=n France,thezTLain libraries on Vietnam are those

of ヒhe Ar(っhives of fomer French colonies′ of ヒhe University of

provence (Aix en provence). especially the CAD=ST, of the ZHCC

ResearchCenter (alsoinAix-en-Provence),ofthe=RSEA-CNRS Research

center (in Marseilles Sヒ Charles from aut皿 1998). and of the

CharrberofCorrmerceofMarseilles.One should also note the library

of theASEM工 (University ofNice)and ヒheNaヒionalLibrary in Paris

(Biblioヒh如 leNationale).

Apart from FreulCe and Vietnam, one should also menヒion the

libraries of the university of IJeiden (Netherlands), Berlin

(universitatm】Trbolt)theUnitedStaヒes (theLibraryofCongress, the

Library of Come11 University, inヒer alia) ana in Japan (me

Institute of Economic Research aヒ Hiヒ01=subashi University,･ ℡he

Universiヒy of Tokyo,･ The =nsヒitute of Developing Economies). Thus

far in this research project, the library and archives of the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan have not been consulヒed

systematically.Theses sources,andmore generally Japanese official

reporヒS,maywellbe essential ヒo adequately colrPenSaヒe for the lack

ofinfomationintheFrench archives on economic policy inVietnam

under亡heJapanesemll土taryoccupationandlndlrectmle (1940-1945).

2.ZzTPreCisions and lacunae linked to Vietnam̀ s instituヒional and

economiccharacter土stエCs

Geographical inequalitiespresent the first stl∬血1ing block in

researchinghisヒorical statistics onvietnam.The mユⅠ血ers are easier

tofind,moreprecise,andmoreplentiful for the regionsWhich were

morethoroughlyconヒrolledbythecolonialadminisヒration,恐1e Series

onpopulationnotonly indicatewithprecisionthesexandageof the

individuals surveyed,hit also their ethnic group.But in the large

cities, Hanoi, Saigon and Cholon, the French a血Iinisヒration relied

upondatasuppliedbytheleadersofヒheChineseofficial corrm ities

for estimating their ethnic group,with considerable uncertainty in

theca喜;eofCholon.=n severalruralregions,however,especially in

regions populated largely ly ethnic minorities. the infomation

clearly relates to the denser population ofthe toⅥlS,Which is the

only geographical area with whi(=h the colonial administration were

familiar, thus one mlSt therefore mlltiply by a coefficient to
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correct the data. The works of historical anthropology directed

largely b r the Em (Ecole Franqaise d■Extr8me Orient) allow the

esヒimaヒion of these coefficients for the different periods and

regions.Onemay thus be able to deヒemlne ヒhat the low population

estimatesforthesouthern part ofCochinchina,if stillvalid,were

exaggerated,atleastforthelatenineteenthcentury.

Moreover,sincethea血Iinisヒrativerealitydealヒwith =ndochina

as a unit, research on present-day Vietnam must often treat the

archive series selectively. For ptiblic receipヒs and e】申enditures,

for insヒance, One must evaluate the part of the Govemor General's

budget which applied to Vietnam′ by separaヒing ouヒ 亡he part

correspondingtoCarrbodiaand Laos,Or else onemlSt Sirnply estimate

their share ofpublic financewhere the archives donot provide the

appropriate answers. The situation is the same for forelgn trade.

Thecategoriesweknow today did not exisヒ;Vietnam wasdivided into

亡hree reglOnS:Tonkin, Annam and Cochinchina. This is a well-hewn

fact in the political arena, but it also had commercial

ramlfications. Thus, ヒhe rice exported from Cochin(っhina to 打ong

Kong-,Singapore,Japan or France could have originated in Carnbodia′

mdwouldonlyhavepassedbrieflythroughsouヒhernVietnam.

One rmlSt also realise that the factors which influenced

economic conditions were badly understood, Or even un】m oⅥl tO the

colonial administration. ℡he issue of inflation offers a good

example.Inflation was seen as apurely monetary phenomenon: a poor

currency led to goods becoming e】くpenSive ,･ consequently. 亡be

maintenance of a healthy currency. ensuring the high quality of

coinageandasヒrictpolicy for reserve rate,presenヒed ヒhe soluヒion

to all cyclical problems. But the complex distribution of

prerogatives did not facilitate the management of monetary

aggregates. The Banque de l'=ndochine, a privat:e institution,held

themonopolyonissuingcoinsand notes,but the right tomint coins

belongedtotheHotelaesMonnaies,in France,and remained bound h,

the Govemor General's authorisation. Even th e vocabulary was

uncertain･The administrators from thebeginning of the century did

noヒ always distingllish between forced currency and inconvertibility

of notes･ Their rigid rules for the circulation of currency also

explain the differing exchange rates;which were observable between

HanoiandSaigon,andevenmoresobetweenVietnamandHongKong.

Thesearch formacro-economic indicators such aswholesale and

consumerprices,salaries and inヒerest ratesalso confronts onewith

thenom l difficulties linked to the heterogeneity of the economic
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situation. mese nurbers varied from one reglOn tO another because

ヒheeconomicrealitiesdiffered from theヒowntoヒhecountryside,and

especially from the north to the south of the country. =n other

words,theeconomicun ificationofthecoun trywasfar from realised.

=ヒiskn own thatseveralsalarieswere about ヒwice as high in Saigon

as in Hanoiinthe 1920S.No doubtprices followed the same trends,

buttowhatdegree?Were price stmctures coITParable? Vhich regions

had the higher purchasing power? Salaries and market prices,

inflation.transportationco喜;tsbyroad,railandcanal,land prices,

are issues that remain less sヒudied than the izrpact of the modern

production sectoron the traditional sector,or than the creation of

a proletariat,Within the colonial setting of southern plantations

andnorヒhem mines.

The sane kind of gaps can be observed for the ≦;ervic(∋Sector.

rf researchers have easy access to ヒhe series which cover modem

inland transporヒ′ such as the railroads, there is still little

appraisal of the importance of shipplng. Which was largely in the

hands of Vietnamese and Chinese ship owners. Yet, it contributed

l工【TPOrヒantly to the un ification of the lntemalmarke亡,demonstrating

a micro-economic efficiency which parヒially e}申1ains ヒhe low levels

of freighヒ transport on the Hanoi-saigon railroad.Again,it seems

indispensable to evaluaヒe the irrportmce of porters. servanヒS,

prostituヒes, and peddlers in the different period∈;. V淀lich will

requirean investigation ofdiverseand cornplemenヒary sources:police

reports,fiscaldocuments,traveloglleS,jOumals,interalia.

m a more general sense, researchers need to evaluate the

contribution of the traditional sector to natives' income and thus

tothemonetization oftheecono耶y.Cerヒainly. thestandardof living

fortheruralpopulationattheendofthenlneteenヒh centurywas noヒ

very high.The crucial task,however,is to useworks of historical

anthropology to evaluate asprecisely as possible the importance of

personal conslユIrption and its evolution in the first half of the

ヒwenl=ieth century.Forヒhisruralincome,statisticson forelgn ヒrade

allow one to sense the importance of the production related to

regional specialisation, such as Zndochinese basketry and other

related labour-intensiveruralindustries.

=n aparallelmanner,the contribution of local capital to the

development of the national economy seems to have been

underestimated. Researchers have tended to have more interest in

capital which originated in France,whether that capital was being

invesヒed in manufacturing, mining, transportaヒion or agriculture.
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Investment by Vietnamese ald Chinese economic agents has re- ined

occluded.But,brusing the official lisヒing on mining concessions,

we find that severalof these French investorshad in acヒual facヒ a

vietnamese or Chinese neurLe. Private investment was indeed a very

corrplicaヒedstory.Weknow thaヒbeforeVWI,severalGenrLan investors

used the names of French and Chinese local parヒners as offエC土al

shareholders ormanagers of ヒheirhlSinesses in order 亡O make their

activitymore acceptable ヒo the French administration.Foreign (non-

chinese) investment should not be neglecヒed and this rrLay Shed new

light on ヒhe appraisal of Vieヒnam's colrparative advantages in non-

agriculturalproduction.

Thislacunatobe foundwithin theusual sources,results from

the weahess of the colonial administration'S overall control and

from the absence ofa fiscal stakeJ the e>pIicit goal of the opium

monopolywasヒoexヒracヒmorerevenuefrom theChinesepopulation than

would have been possible with a tax on capital or on a corrmercial

transacヒion. Nevertheless, there are indirect ways to evaluate

domestic private capital fom ヒion. Whether one is looking at the

vieヒnamese, the Chinese or even the French in =ndochina, it is

absolutely necessary to research capital formaヒion,research which

has more hope of success than has been claimed up to now . Zn ヒhe

archives of Ho Chi Mi血 City′ for example, One can find valuable

information on ヒhe invesヒmenヒ capabiliヒy of rich Vietnamese and

chinese,estimatedbythe GeneralGovernment,in tenns of the direct

issuanceofsharesfromtheproposedZndochineseShippingCompany.

Balance of paymenヒs should also be the object of parヒエcular

study. As regards =ndochina, one 】mows that the measurement of

invisibles was al皿OSt ilrpOSSible. =ヒ is even quite difficult to

estimate the actual amount of French capital invested in Vietnam.

There can be a large differencebetween the lnominal capital', the

lcalled capital'and the 'real capitalr of an enterprise, through

manipulationsofthe founders'shares,the offered stock,or through

only partially mobilising the nominal capital. Only through

meticulous work might one obtain a realistic estimate of French

capital actually invested.Similarly, con亡母rpOraries rarely tracked

ヒhe flow of profiヒs from =ndochina to France, Or even the savings

which civilsemantsrrLaY have repatriated to metropolitan France or

other colonies. Under these circuTLStanCeS, it would be worth re-

examiningthehypothesisthatVietnam wasan overallnet exporヒer of

capitalduringtheperiod.
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Muchun eコくpeCtedinfom tionliesinarchivesboth inFrance and

inVietnam Onlyafew filesreferdirecヒ1ytosalaries.BuヒOne can

findthesalariesforplantationworkersintheSouth.scribbledon a

scrap ofpaper in a file on the stabilisation of the plaStre, thus

illustrating'a possible concem for the implications of exchange

rates policy on wages, purchasing power and competitiveness.

Likewise,wehavelostmanyofthepricesofpublicworkscarried out

ty businesses on conヒracヒ to the General Government. But price

comparisonsfordifferenヒtaskssubmittedbycorrpetingcompanies;tum

up in unexpected files, such as the reparation of the offices

managing the rndochinese FleeL systematic exploration and

utilisation of this kind of infom tion for direct and indirect

estimaヒesofmissing･valuesinヒimeserieswillcertainlybethe task

ofthenext generation ofresearchers onVietnam's economichistoryJ

but itwouldbeadvisabletobegin thisjobassoonaspossible.

3.Imperfectionsofthestaヒisticalsystemandpoliticalbiases.

The arcb土ves which have been preserved are plentiful and

voluminous, but they suffer from many limiヒaヒions. =t is a

cornmonplace to say t.hat the statistics were constituted ty an

adminisヒrationwhich,thoughlargelycolrpeヒent,wasdrivenbyits own

iriherentlogic,a logic uninterested in the collection ofstatistics

which might meet ヒhe needs of historians or economists, Despite a

rigorous, even finiclq,, administration, ヒhe informaヒion sヒill

presentsan imperfectimageoftherealsituation･

First,ヒheadministrationwantedヒOappeartohavemastered the

situationcompletely,andⅥ同nted thatno onemightever suspecヒ that

itsgrasponヒhecolonyandヒheprotecヒorateswaslessthanfim ･ me

administrative framework was never sufficienヒ in =ndochina ln the

ouヒ1ying zones or in regions where the authorities had little

invested′all ofwhich can lead one to think that some nu血ers were

estimated′or even invented.in order to fill in ヒhe corresponding

box.Thissヒatistical impreci∈;ion reached at times even into spheres

theauヒhoritiesseemedt:o actually control.such as the opll.ユm trade.

wherecontrabandstillplayedalargerole.

The observed biases have several points of orlgln. The

administraヒors could never arrive at real nurrbers for fraud and

contraband,which they nevertheless often invoked in their reports･

=t is also difficult ヒo get ヒhenuI血ers given by the adminisヒratlOn

to match up wit:h those given brits corEmerCialparヒners. Moreover,
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it is difficult to estimate the tradewhich went through Hong Kong,

and the acヒual amounヒ of goods. When these products entered

=ndochina′ they were counted officially as products of Hong ∝ong,

even though in reality they came from all over the world･ Another

example is offered 吋 the large differences between Japanese and

French sヒatisticswith regard to trade between 工ndochina and Japan･

Ⅶ ユen the administration of =ndochina was called before the French

legislature,iヒ could not explain the differences,and had to limit

iヒSelf to observing that its arithmeヒic methods were ヒhose comrLOnly

usedinEurope (InquirybytheMPLabroue;CAOMSOMNFB4915-2)･

Even if they were identical to those used in Europe, the

me出10ds of calculation and the admln土stratlve pracヒエces of 出le

Douanes et Regies (customs and Public Monopolies) are still

remarkable;suchpracticeshamper theuse of customs'Sヒatistics for

the establislment tQaay Of continuous archive series and for ヒhe

evaluationofeconomicacヒivity, Thus,when prices arementioned ty

administrations,theyareoftennotspeakingoftherealvalueof the

com odiヒY,ht of an estimaヒedvalue,or even worse, one arbitraヒea

by a comi ssion assigned the task of fixing a moderaヒe price to

saヒisfyboth theadministrationandthechambersofcommerce,a price

usedforaglVenperiod of time. 刊止sprocedure relieved the customs

administrationof theneedtodeterminetheactualvalue. Similarly,

when statistics are provided for the quantities of products, the

nlユmbers seem not to have been 】qlOWn direcuy but only estimated

throughknOwledgeoftheweightofthecorrmodities.

OnemユSヒ also realise ヒhat therewereno advalorem 亡axes at

the time. 地e duties paid on merchandise were amounts fixed in

francs,accordingtoヒheweight of theproducts.℡♭e effects of that

practice on the statistics proved numerous and perverse. For one

thing,the currency used for foreign trade before 1914 was not the

franc,butAsian currenciesbased on silver:the =ndochinesepiastre

itself, ヒhe Shanghai tael, or even the Hong Kong dollar. But

currencies using the silver standard varied greatly cortTPared to

currencies adopting the gold sヒandard: they dropped in the years

approaching 1910, then rose, sharply.With the war,but started to

fall again around 1920. Without an evaluation ofthe real exchange

rate,it ishard to colrprehend thevariations inprice of different

producヒS,purchasedwith currency on the silver sヒandard′given that

only ヒhecustomsdLltieswereassessedinagoldstandardcurrency.

A second source of distortion in the data resides in the

inflationdifferentialbetweenFranceand itscolonyand,once again,

14



the use of the franc as ヒhemonetary un it ofreference,even though

there was no fixed parity between the franc and ヒhe piastre unti1

19311 The increaseinforeign trade in ヒem of the French franc did

not always correspond to a developments in trade, but sometimes

sirrplytotheFrenchcurrency′sdrop in value,which was offseヒ by a

rise in prices.Inversely, this franc inflation caused the erosion

of tariff barriers in the colony, disnlPting or facilitating

commercialrelaヒエonsbetween工ndocblnaandヒbecountrエesonthe South

China Sea･ The development of trade wiヒh cormlerCial parヒners,

whether France or other nations, often had nothing to do with

governmentalintentions.

4. Brief presentation of previous works on Vietnam′S economic

statisticsandquantitativehistory

A non-negligibleparヒ of the economic,demographic and social

datahasalready been collected也,different researchers forvarious

monographs. Firsヒ and foremost, One rust mention the works of

Marseille (1986),mo∈;tnotablywithregardヒoforeign trade,tariffs,

ofGonjo (1994)Onfinance,especially on the acヒivity of ヒheBanque

del'=ndochine,andalsoofAumiphin (1996)OntheactivityofFrench

private enterprises inmining,manufacturing and services.=rrportenヒ

aヒtempts toprovide a synヒhesiswerepresentedby Murray (1980) End

morerecentlybyBrocheuxandHemery (1995),but it can be said that

the most interesting aspects of these works were on political and

socialhistory evenifonlyseveralir【porヒEntaSpeCヒSofquantitative

economichistoryweree}plored.

Other ∈;tudiesprovided an overview and a critical analysis of

longterm series regarding other,more specific.economic questions:

theopiummonopoly (Descours-Gatin,1992)whichallowsoneto evaluate

contraband′ the port acヒiviヒy and urban development of Haiphong

(Raffi, 1993), the diffusion of the French education system (Trinh

van Thao.1996)and the customs ヒariffs (Giacometti,1997).One mlSヒ

also keep track of ヒhe many corrparable works by Vietnamese

researchers,for example on therole ofFrench colrpanies in capital

formation (HoHalQuang,1982 and 1985),or on agriculture in Tonkin

(Ta m i 恥 ユ. 1993)). Current doctoral research will place other

series at ヒhe disposal of scholars interested in quantitative

economichisヒory;for exalrPle,various series on rubberplantations,

intemal trade and rice ヒrading, End on Viet Minh's underground

economicsystemduringtheIndochinawar (1945-1954)(Loscha,1995).
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=n spite of the iJ申OrtanCe Of VieヒneurLin Southeast Asia, in

terms of population and political lrnPOrtanCe after WWT=, the

quantitative or even instituヒional economic hisヒory of this coun ヒry

remains relatively unknown,and studies are still few. Ⅶュat is mosヒ

surpriE;ingisthesmallnlユITberofworkspublishedinEnglishon ヒheE;e

issueswithHurray (1980)being themain significant exception.Most

ofthebooksandarticleswereplユblished in French or inVieヒnamese,

with a recent trend ヒowards translation in French or Vietneunese. or

smultaneouseditionsin both languages (for exalrple,Aumiphin.1996

and Ta Thibuy.1993).Thisisexplainedb′the cultural legacy in

thesensethatFrench speaking scholarshave obviously a comparaヒive

advantage.Mosヒ of the data and the previous works were accessible

exclusively in this language. a situation which had pernicious

irrplications since the research on Vietnam's economic hisヒory were

excessively influenced h'these references.The studies on vietnam

were not exposed to corrments or suggestions by scholars specialised

ln Oヒher Asian countries. =t seerは that Vietnam's specialists were

noヒreally involved ininternational comparisons from an historical

per∈;pecヒive.

This siヒuation iscurrently changing,mainly as a Consequence

of the interest of other European scholars, in Britain, Derm rk,

Geロnany.ヒheNeヒherlandsandItaly.in ヒhis issue.Mosヒ ofthem have

aworkingknowledgeofFrenchandeasyaccesstoFrenchArchives.But

very few of these studies rely upon esヒimaヒion and analysis of

continuous quanヒitative indicaヒorE;_ On inヒernational ヒrade, Norlumd

(1993) constitutes one exception. Until now. the most irrporヒant

ユ∫【pulseinthisfieldwastheAustraliaNationalUniversity'sEchosea

project, which involved c0-Operation between Australian economic

historians working on souヒheasヒ Asian counヒries. among others,

Ⅰ血1colm Falkus and Pierre vm der Eng, and French specialists of

vietnam's history such as Pierre Brocheux. On Vieヒnam′ the final

resulヒs of this research are ヒo be pl血lished by the end of the

cenヒury.But,in contrast to ヒhe currentAsian Historical sヒaヒistics

COE Proゴecヒ′ ヒhe focuswasnoヒ exclusively on quantitative economic

historyandNationalAccountsestimateperse.

廿le historical period in which ヒhey have been written

notwiヒhstanding,the studies onVietnam economichistory exhlbit ヒwo

common features. On the one hand, the sectors that were well

monitored とy ヒhe colonial adminisヒration were exヒensively e⊃申lored

while all the rest re血 ined more or less neglecヒed. On the other
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hand, approaches adopted for these studies are directly cormected

with thepoliticalandsocialagendaofthetime.

Various studies explored sectors such as inヒernational trad∈･

because custom offices of the great harbours were among the most

efficient administrators ln producing voll∬ninous amounヒs of data -

butwerenotalways accurate.Despiヒe this,the aggregate and easily

available series of ヒhe General Goverrmenヒ yearbooks (Annuaire de

l'Zndochine) were preferred to the corrprehensive and extremely

disaggreg'ate yearly or monthly data of the Tableau du Corrmerce de

l'=ndochine (including in recentworks,for example Norlund (1993日.

More broadly. the economic life of Vietnam has been seen from the

vieWpOint of great sectors in which the colonial administration or

Europeans had vested interests. But village economy, subsistence

faming,fishing,shortrangewater ヒransporヒ′a11 the thingswhich

providesubsヒantial income to the generalpopulation euld conヒribuヒed

decisively to ヒhe national economy′ remain unexamined. =n ヒhese

sectors, prices, costs and incomes lie t∬ldiscovered,･ estimations

remain qualitative. rarely quanヒiヒative. h the course of the

century. researchers tend to consider and use the books published

before Ⅶ吋H as reliable sources, as a consequence of their

anterioriヒy. But one mlSヒ noヒe ヒhat these works utiLised data or

estimates provided ty the colonial administration with little

crlヒエcalエnve∈;ヒエgaヒエon.

nlring the entire century. Studies on Vietnam are directly

connectedwith political and socialagenda ofthe ヒirEte in the sense

that in many cases the Vietnamese economy is only an al二Ⅸiliary

e⊃甲1anation;French domination and national involvemenヒ inAsia,and

theindividualinterestsofparticulargroups,areobviously ヒhe core

issues prior to 1940.After WWH , scholars adop亡ing the Leninist

ヒheoryofimperialism as theultimate stage ofCapitalism considered

vietnam as a ideal illustraヒion of this theory wiヒhout mlCh concern

toevincesuchaperspecヒive.For reasonsgood andbad ,Vieヒnam was

a very senヒimental issue for French Marxisヒ scholars and their

counterparts in other countries, including of course Japan and the

Us. Murray (1980) is an exaJrPle of ヒhis ヒendency ヒo consider

vietnamese economic hisヒOry from unique ideological viewpoints.

excludingthereforeanynon-Marxistapproachesorcriヒique∈;･

Forthesetworeasons;,sourcesandideology,itmightbeuseful

toadoptadiachronicapproachinthepresentationofpreviousworksL

onelmPOrtantPOint tobeobservedisthaヒ theconceptsusedin these
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books are ardDiguous.BeforeWWH ,mmerousworks seem to be dealing

with economics, but they are actually describing the "mise en

valeur".Thiscolonialconceptmightbeulderstood in 亡woways,one

is retrospective, the other prospective. me first was a way ヒo

legitimise domination. the second was an atヒempヒ to orient future

economic choices. a its retrospective sense, mise en valeur is

everyl=hingthat hadbeen done since the initiation of the territory

as a French colony and the slユm Of all investments, of all works,

publicorprivate.rtisa detailed list ofallproductions,madety

the indigenous people and European colonialists, ■'1■oeuvre de la

France'linthecolony.

rn sum, this kind of work consists of a descriptive

enlJmeration,close ヒopanegyrlC,Ofeverything done or at work.But

itpresents no order,neither distinction between what was e⊃申eCted

oraskedaprioriandwhathappenedandwascreatedinanaturalway′

or uneコ甲eCted and lmPlannedJ the economic and poliヒical failure of

the main colonial project, the Yum an railway. and the un eコくpeCted

nibber producヒion success are good examples. =n the prospective

sense, the e】くPreSSion mise en valeur offers a different visヒa. =ヒ

elaboraヒes on what is possible and desirable to achieve,･ and thaヒ

often means a ra亡ional plan in which State (General Goverllmenヒ)

inヒervention will guide and support public and private investments･

Retrospecヒively.we find in these reports,arヒiclesand books;a seヒ

of disorganized investments, but prospectively a coherent plan‥_

neverfinanced.Thisdiachronicoppositionmustbetakeninto account

ifonewantstouヒilisethecolonialbibliographyeffecヒively.

Assources,the ancientbibliography presented another kind of

problem,given the strong line it adopts in favour of one colonial

policy or anoヒher: it is especially the case in ヒhe debate on

internaヒionaltrade:"pactecolonial''(colonialagreement,colonial

integraヒion)versuseconomicinヒeg-rationintheAsia-Pacific economic

area.Theten ofthetime"miseenvaleur〟 (economic development),

rem insanelrptyboxinwhich each author,apoliヒician.a banker or

a fo=mer high rank civil servant placed their own subjective

interpretation.恐1eirbooksareinessencerealtheses,bywhich they

e:琴,OSeaCOnCepヒionoftheeconomicorganisationofVietnamvisA vis

theFrench irTTPerialsysヒem.

Fo110wers of the pacヒe colon土al 王Ound before them authors

arguing for an altemative free-ヒradepolicy,mostly carried out ty

representativesoftheZndochinesecolonialadministration,and first
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the General Government, and local entrepreneurs, backed by French

interests.=n Indochina,free traders found their best arg･uments in

the arena of real commercial relations:before 1929,up to 70% of

e>pOrtS Wenヒ to the Asia-Pacific Region (mainly Hong Kong and

Singapore) ana only 30% to metropolitan France and Europe,･

proporヒionsforimportationwerealmost exactlythereverse.

Authors such as Pierre Gourou, Charles Robequain or Paul

Bemardlsproposalsmighヒbeunderstood in the conヒexヒ ofdebates on

vietnam's inaustrialisation and theneed ヒo feed forelgn trade With

high value-added products.恐leirbooks′often seen as major sources

of reference onVietnam's econorw mistberead also in the light of

this trial ofeconomic and cormercial orientation glVen tO COlonial

vieヒnam.Thisorientaヒion wasnotdecided in adv-anceasa result of

colonialdomination,realexchangerates,orpoliticaldecisions.

Take the case of Paul Bernard′ 止10 argl.led ardenヒ1y for ヒbe

industrialisation of =ndochina. 恐lat meant Per force granting

completeautonorETytOIndochinawithregardtocustomsandtariffs,in

order to allow it to defend local snail-Scale production against

coI叩etition from industrialised countries, including France, 佃10Se

products entered Indochina free of any duties. P. Bemard was,

however, always pushed 也, the colrpany he managed. ヒhe Soci占t占

Finan ciとre Franqaise eヒ Coloniale (the French and Colonial Finance

corrpany)into opposing negotiations between France and Japan′ aimed

atgiving ヒhelatteraspecialtariffstatusinthecolony. Andyet,

brcreating a special status for Japan, which would be only the

prelude to other special tariffs for other countries including

France, those negotiations had as their ultimate goal the eventual

destruct:ion of the customs system which bound the colony to the

metropoliヒan rrLarket. By opposing those negotiations in 1924, Paul

Bernardworkedagainsヒwhathewould subsequently proposehimself in

the1930S,theindustrializationofthecolony.

℡he case of Charles Robequain leads to an similar general

conclusion,regardingtheexistenceofapoliticalthesisdefendedty

various ∈;Ourceswhich seemed to dealonly with economic issues.His

book on the economic transfo二mation of Indochina is used 】⊃y all

writerswho take an interest in the economic conditions in Vietnam

before 仰工= and the evolution of capitalism in colonial Indochina.

But that leaves aside the first calling of Robequain's work.which

appearsonpage4oftheforeword. =treads:､､Thisworkwasprepared

h･ the request and with the help of the ､=nstituヒe of Pacific

Relations'. =t is plユblished hT the Centre dlEtudes de Politique
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Etrang主re (CEPE), under the auspices of ヒhe Comiヒ占 drEtudes des

probl包nes du Pacifique (CEPP), which is one of its permanenl=

cormiヒtees. 工m ediately one understands what Robequain has done,

presenting the question of ヒhe inclusion of rndochina's econorry in

the contexヒ of the Pacific′ and ヒhus the question of Zndochina's

auヒonomy with regard toFrance′evenwhilehe apparently dealヒ only

witheconorrLicquestions.

AfterWH,weobserveamongresearchersspecialisedon vietnam

an increasing tendency to focus on inヒernational trade, and rrLOStly

withFrance′and French capital investment inVleヒnam. Foreign trade

fashioned by irrperial protectionism was at this tlme the general

eコくplanatory schema for the economic evolutlOn Of Vietnam. mus, the

economic quesヒion may have appeared resolved in advance, 払rusing

Marxist-Leninist concepts and tools in order to explain the

prevailing lrrPerialist relations.Many works attempted therefore to

find precise and accurate illustrations of this domination, rather

than to furnish an economic analysis. With the colonial

a血ninistration●sdatafaciliヒation, ヒhe goalwas reached.aswell as

the demonstration ヒhat foreign trade and other economic relations;

withmetropolitanFrancewere themost important issues,because the

colonialisヒadministrationwasdevotedtoitssupervision.

The Marxist approach also favoured some importanヒ Studies on

the social and demographic development of a certain part of the

population - for example research devoted to I:he coolies working on

South Vietnam rubberplantations.Some essays dealヒwiヒh mining'and

meulufacturing' or attempted to describe the formation of social

classes, the working class, of course, but also concepヒs such as

■■medium lowpeasEmtrYFl,■'citymedium nativebourgeoisielF,andso one.

Butbehindtheeconomicsideofsuchquestionsstudied,itwas rather

the foma.tion of the poliヒical and nationalist conscious;ness Which

attracted attention, in trying to have a better understanding of

successive uprisings and wars in Vietnam. Here ag'ain, political

questionsirrposedcertainsubjecヒsfordi≦;cussionandanalyses.

Nowadays however the fact that attempts have been made h,

Vietnamese scholars to study specialised production villages (i.e.

pottery villages, basket makers' villages, special market places,

interalia)mustbeunderlined,aswellasstudiesundertakento deal

with Tonkin mral trade.Regarding recentworks′we must recall the

statementmadeby David Dhrr (Marr′1992): ､℡he pre-eminent economic

objective of the French was ヒodevelop amodern export sector.℡hey
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focusedparヒicularlyonriceandmining,then laterrubberaswell′.

Withthispointstrongly ernphasisea,Studiesmistnow look intosome

questions: dlOWerethe 'Frenchr?;did ヒbey achieve their lmodem ■

Objectives?; did they ultimately decide anything?; how did they

manage relationswith pre-colonial finance and trade neヒworks, for

exampleヒheChineseones?;whydidtheFrenchfocusonthesespecific

products, when at ヒhe same ヒime industries were established in

vieヒnam.not only 也 , European ht al≦;O by Vieヒnamese and Chinese

entrepreneurs - for exalrple,chemistry′ textile′ soap, glass?,･ and

how compeヒitivewere ヒhese products and where was their effective

demandlocaヒed. -inIndochina,metropolitanFrance,orontheAsim

andintemationalmarketing'eneral,whichwas孤 lrrPOrヒant issuefor

acolonialdomination?

TheeconomichisヒoryofcolonialVietnamreminslargelyin the

shadow.becausethelarger economic sectors still remain un eXplored

and unresearched and also because the links between the basic

economicrealities,thegeographicalcontext, therelevantpolitical

decisions and economic evolution has never been studied over the

long-term′inapragmaticway,utilising exヒantstatisticalseries.

ZZ. Meヒhods to be irrplemented for estimating vietnam′s national

accol.mtS

1.Thepurposeandscopeofthereseardl

The research will focus on relatively recent data from the

modem period (circa1895-1954)andonthemacroeconomicserieswhich

areessentialfortheAsianHistoricalStatisticsCOE ProjecL Asfar

aspossible,theresearchersareperformingacriticalevaluation of

thestatisticsproducedbytheFrenchadministrationandp止blishedin

thefom ofYearbooksandotherofficialpapers.恐1isscreeningseem

especially lr呼Ortant forthefollowingdata:population.production,

investment, conslユIrPヒion, public finance, prices and wages. and

intemaヒional trade. 廿le essential objective remains however to

achieveacomprehensivecollectionofdatainordertoproposetothe

researchersinterested inVieヒnam'seconomichistory someヒhingclose

toafirstestimationofVietnam'snationalaccolmtSbefore1954.

Following this collection of relatively available data, the

maintaskshouldbetoproduce,usingindirectmethods,Cornprehensive

and acceptable estimates of missing time series which are however
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essential:on production (including services),investment (including

investmenヒbyVietneuneseandChineseagentsandinternational capital

flows),and consumption (including rural self-conslユIrpヒion). =t seelr丘

alsohighlydesirabletoestimatemacroeconomlCCOnaitionsbefore the

corrmencement of colonisation or during the conquest (circa 1850-

1B90), in order to evaluate the irqjaCt Of French colonisation on

vietnam's economic dynamics. Arlnam =rrperial archives and private

chinese sources Ⅵritten by traders living in Vietnam at the time.

both inChinese characters′ mightprovide the necessary figures 亡hat

maybeusedforthispurposebut this taskwould certainly involve a

timescaleofmuchmorethantwoorthreeyears.

Therefore, this study supported ty the COE project should be

seen as a first step with the coda that further improvements are

necessary andwould be exヒremely welcomed.rt is the feeling of the

researchers involved in this project that their findings will kxe

extensively criticised as a consequence of corrparatively easier

access dlring the coming decade, ヒo new private and public sources

and extensive collections ofdata on specific issues.They would 】:e

delightedtocollaboratewithallthosewhoareinvolvedinurproving

the reliability of the data and providing infom tion from their

related field.Accordingly′thephilosophy of ヒhis research will be

to articulate the filesused for obtaining times series,to specify

in detail the meヒhodology used for estimating or extrapolating

missingvaluesandヒoproposebothoriginalandestimatedseries.

Finally,it should be kept in mind that Ca血 aia′s and Laos'

economicstatisticsareequallyinterestingforacomprehensive study

of Southeast Asian quanヒitaヒive economic history. me comparison

between these two countries and Thailand would be certainly a

fruitful ヒask for Ⅶlderstanding the integration of the Mekong area

into theWorld economy aヒ the end of the nineヒeenth (っentury.As lヒ

willbenecessary,forthe collection of severaldata onVietnam,to

idenヒify dataconcemingcar血odiaandLaos,andalsoTwangTcheou Wan

(1easeaterritoryinmainlandChina,cant:onProvince,closeヒo Hainan

Island)′thismaypemit,asabypro血1Ct,theobtainmentofthe same

kindofresultsfortheotherpartsofformerIndochina.

Forvarious series,for examplepopulation, the data indicated

in the official yearbook seems more accurate for Cambodia than for

Vietnam･=nthisspecific case,the irq31emenヒation of the censuswas

easier in caJrbodiawhere reportsty the local administraEion on the

effecヒivepopulationm血berslivingineach familywasnoヒseenas an

offensive intrusion into a field of Confucian authoriヒy as it was
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perceived in Vietneun.Differences in cultural tradition implied in

Carrhodia a weaker traditional administrative framework but not

necessarily inferior data. We may assume that Vietnam's strong

administrative traditions made iヒ easier for the lower rank

vietnamesecivilservantstokeeptheFrenchadminisヒrationatbay or

uninfo-edwith regard ヒo parヒ of the data,according to their OWn

economicorpoliticalinterest.

Reg'arding vietnam's sヒatistics, the scope of ヒhe research

should be consistent with the COE projecヒ general framework. 恐1e

followinglistindicatestheseriestobeestimated:

1.Populaヒion,labourforceanderTployment

2.Agriculturalproduction (rice and other essentialproducts,･VollJme

andvalue)

3.Mining (volume and value). manufacturing and cottage inausヒries

(French and other foreign companies; Chinese and Vietnamese

cortpanies,includingtheinfom lsecヒor).

4.Services (railways, trarrⅣays, ヒrucks; shipping,A electric power;

mail′ telegraph and telephone,･ banking and insurance; internal

traae,educationhealth,civiladministration,misc.)

5.Consumption (private,includingself-consunpヒion)

6.Publicandprivatecapiヒalformation (includingconstruction)

7,Pricesandwages (HanoiandSaigon)

8.PublicFinance (general goverm ent′regions,provinces,cities and

ヒowns).

9.=ntemational trade (by country,especially Hong Kong, China, euld

singapore; other Asian countries (including Japeul and colonies),

metropolitan France, French colonies, other European countries,

theUS,etc.).

10.Exchangeraヒes,capitalflowsandbalanceofpayments

2Evaluationoftheavailabilityandreliabilityofdataandproposed

proceduresallowedtoovercomeヒheimperfectionsandlacunae

Asalreadyindicatedinthe firsヒpartof thispaper, thehuge

amoun t of st:atistics produced or monitored hr the administration

constitutes a heterogeneous mass, regarding both their availability

andreliability-Aglobalevaluationofthedatacorrespondingto the

differentseriestobecollectedorestimaヒedwithintheframework of

theprojectisproposedusingthefollowingcodes:

-A :excellentorgood ,･
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一B =medium;and

-C :poororverypoor.

Zn addition, several colrplementary e}planations are presented

along with proposals for specific alヒernative and indirect methods

for estimating different missing or unreliable series. For this

purpose′theclassificationindicatedaboveshallbeused･

1.Popula亡ion

a)Totalpopulation:B

b)Labourforceanderrployment:c

c)Migration :B

a)Populationofthedifferentethicgroups :A

=t is difficult to get a good grasp of Vietnam's demographic

trendsbefore 1945.Zn 1901, the first ntestlrcenS;us took place in

cochinchina,aFrenchcolony.Thereafter,apopulation-estimationwas;

1Ⅰ【p lemenヒed in 1906 for all =ndochina.A new census took place in

1921 based on the one from 1901.The population of the different

etlm icgroupswasreported.=nthecaseoftheChinesepopulation′ We

have also figures on yearly migration flows from different sources

(chinesecorrmun itiesself-adminisヒrationunderthesupervisionof the

Frenchpolice).

℡hiscensusof1921did not concem only Cochinchina,but also

theprotectorates of Tonkin and 良mam. =n order ヒO provide correct

figuresandexplainvariousinconsistencie〔;.theadministraヒion∈;used

more or less arbitrary coefficientsbased on variables such as salt

consurrptionpercapita.

Thesecoefficientswereabandonedin1931andanestimaヒion ‖as

precise as possible■'was perfomed in all French possessions, 古nd

again later in 1936. 1943, 1946 (for the Cochinchina). These

estimates were not more satisfactory despite the effort for

homogenisingresults.=n 1951.Other populaヒion esヒimatesweremade

forVietnam.butonly forthe '■controlled ■■provinces.

Vmile the census administration perfomed quite well in

Cochinchina, there was no generalised use of reports to coun t the

population ofeach house or each boat,inTonkin andAnnam.Most of

theヒimeitwasulヒimatelythe chiefofthevillageWho attgllpted to

measurethepopulationofthevillage.Besidestheapproximatenature

of these accounts,manyproblems appeared. such as the preferential
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registration of a good n血 er of Natives in their orlglnal village

ratherthanintheplacewhereヒheyacヒuallyusedresided.

Regarding employment′ acceptable esヒimates might be obtained

for a several sectors:mining, manufacturing in French colrpanies,

publicutilities;,education and.in abroader ≡;ense,administration.

On the otherhand, wehave almostno idea of thepopulation engaged

inagriculture,fishing,cottageindustriesortraditionalservices.

For these reasons,it appears iヒWould be extremely difficult

toutiliseeffectively theofficialdata both on total and urban (or

rural)population.A reconstruction ofVietnam'spopulation u∈;ing an

inverseprojectionmethodcouldbethemoreaccepヒablesolution.=fa

hypothetical population age structure fits the observed data, we

might use the ヒime series and esヒima亡e ofage structure before WWH

for other purposes. Zt seems safe to assurrLe that in the case of

Vietnam, an East Asia ･agrarian society with a general culヒural

conヒext of strong er【phasis on education, the population between 15

and60or65yearsisan accepヒableproコくy for the labour force′both

formaleandfemale.

A cozTParativeapproachcouldbeadoptedregarding-employment in

services.glVen thatVietnam′s socialand cultural seヒting was very

close to that of North-East Asian countries: Japan, Korea, Taiwan

(and of course China but daヒa are usually unreliable).We rrLay also

assumethatthe=ndustrial stru(=ture ofVietnam was si.milar to those

counヒries,with an lrrPOrtant ヒime lagwhen corETPared with Japan, buヒ

probably with a shorter time lag in the cases of Taiwan and Korea･

hploymentineducation,in civiladministraヒion,in railways and in

mining should beused asbenchTLarks for extrapolating employment in

othersectorsorsub-sectors.

2.Primarysector:agriculture,fishing,forestryandhunting

a)agriculture :

-planヒedareas :A

-riceproductionlnquantity :B

一 〇tbercashcrops:B

-1ivestock:C

-fm itsandvegetables:C

b)fishing:c

c)forestry:A

a)hunting:C
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wehave not got corrprehensive data on producヒion but iヒ seems

safe ヒoasslmeヒhat official esヒimates are quite accurate since they

were essential for the evaluation of rural income and therefore the

enforcementofparヒofthe colonlal tax system.We can find official

sources reporting on each province or even prefecヒure but in a very

qualiヒative way "good harvest/ poor harvest'' rather than

quantitative ､､yield ''), As far as rice is concerned′ Several

irregularreportsincludednoヒonly estimatesonproducヒion.buヒ also

on seeds, alcohol, export′ personal conslユIrption (One of the first

reportsofthiskindwasreleasedin 1902).

Forotherproducts,webaveヒbesamekindofdocumentsbutwith

a local spec土al土saヒion. which allowsus to use reports of the local

administration.productareassuch aS;cotton,maize,sugar,Coconuts,

rubber,pepper,tea,potatoes and taros,beans,tea,coffee,pepper,

silk,We rrLay use, in addition to the official production estimates,

an indirect meヒhod relying upon the export data and consumption

estimates to obtain production. But one needs to be very cautious

sinceparヒofヒheproducヒion orlglnaヒedincambodia.When figures are

missing, one could assume that local per capita consu叩ption 他 S

stable (thispointshouldbecheckedcarefullyhowever),and consider

thaヒ the variation of exports was a good indicator for production

fluctuations.

Officialdataonbuffaloeswerevery lmpOrtantforthe colonial

administration, because it was one of the main areas of private

capitalformation inagriculture.Thesearethusessential sヒatistics

forthepurpo∈;eSof this research.However′wehave no corrprehensive

daヒa but only various reporヒs parヒicularly during･ plaglle

infesヒations of animal∈;. Other livestock. pigs, poultry. goats,

sheep,dogs, etc･′were not carefully mQnitored.with ヒhe exception

perhapsofelephants,whichwerean exporヒ item from centralVietnam,

LaosorCarnbodiatoThailandbefore WW==.

Vegetables and fruits were usually neglected but they are

essentialin estimatingtheevolutionofan effectiveliving standard

for the Vietnamese population given their lmpOrtant role in the

Vietnamesediet;ヒhequality of the esヒimaヒe will depend on the work

done or nearing conclusion ty anthropologists. One finds the same

problemwith fishing･seaproducヒS,nuo(=manandriver fishplayed an

equally importantparヒin theVietnamese diet.E3gOrヒSヒatistics are

an indicationoftheactivityof Chinese fishem en whowere the main

source for ヒhe exportation of dry or salted fish. Vieヒnamese

fishermen used to sell the fish in the villages and tom s close t0
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the shore for i.mediate consumption or transformation in ヒhe food

industry.The same applies forhunヒing′a acヒiviヒy in which several

ethnicminorities specialised.Using studies by anthropologisヒs and

inヒem ational trade data we could estimate the share of the eXpOrヒ

items (furandothers)actually paid to thehmters and consider the

valueofthemeateatenasameasurementofpersonalconsulTption.

Regarding-forestry,thequalityofヒhedataisaconsequence of

direct conヒrol and rrLanagement 也,public authorities of part of the

producヒion. me rest was strictly investigated as an element of

fiscalpolicy, excepヒperhaps charcoalproduction,anoヒher e∈;sential

item in rural and even urban consl∬rption. Zn a similar way, salt

productiondataareextremelyaccuraヒeasaconsequenceofthepublic

monopolyondistribution.

3.Miningandmanufacturing

a)Z4ining:A (bothquantityanddeclaredvalue)

b)mropeanManufacヒuring:B

c)ChineseandVieヒnamesemanufacヒuring;C

a)Cottageindustry :C

Zn relation to the control of the concessions. mining

activitiesinVietnamwerecarefullymonitoredbythe adminisヒration.

variousreportsindicatethe name,production (in volume and value)

and employment (blue andwhiヒe collars)in each coalmine･℡♭e same

kind of details are usually available for other mines.However,We

cannotfindsimilarsurveysontheproductionofclayandkaolin and

otherconstm ction materials (sand.stones,marble.etc.)before ヒhe

late1930S.Thismeanswecannotuseヒheseseriesforestimating the

activity in consヒruction and public works by indirect methods′ and

also ヒhe ilrPOrtant ヒraditional production of pottery (as well as

bricksandtiles).

Frenchcompaniesfom the only part ofmanufacturing inwhich

relativelyabundantsourcesareexisting-.Butreportsto shareholders

andotherprivatedataof these kind shouldbe treatedwith caution･

For the most ilrpOrtant companies,whose shares were quoted on the

paris s亡ock exchangemarket,we can find a sⅦ Tmary Of these reports

in French yearbooks (Annuaire I〕esfoss占) already sヒudied ty Jacques

Marseille.ButtheParissヒockmarketneglectedthesmalland mediumー

sized European fims. Zn addition, Chinese and Vieヒnamese-owned

firTttS,Whichconstituted a growing share of themanufacturingmodem
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sectorin the1920sand1930S, reliedonotherfinancialsources.We

have no oヒber cbo土ce but to use 王ユscal data or economic policy

reports (subsidies ヒO Vietnamese en亡repreneurs producing straヒegic

components, for example in the electric or ヒelephone equipment

sector, in the laヒe 1930S). The Vietnamese coヒtage industry

(baskeヒry,silkreeling,ヒextilecotヒag'eindustry,pottery.nuocmam′

eec,) was an essential part of manufacturing, if not the most

lrrPOrヒant parヒ.me French adminisヒration reporヒed occasionally on

severalareasorhighly specialisedvillages,

Dependingontheproducts,wemay use e】申Ort Series and try to
exヒrapolate but we need also to esヒimaヒe domesヒic demand. Using

various sources, We could obtain indications on producヒion of

inヒermeaiaヒegoodsforwhichthereisnoindicationinother official

reports.For exeurlple,ln the intemaヒional ヒrade yearbooks,we find

EhatcementwasexportedfromHaiphongin128kgbarrels (andwe know

fromothersources thevollme COrreSpOnding to the domestic demand).

でhat means that the production of barrels was ongoing in the

manufacヒuringsenseinNorthVietnam.certainlyassubcontractors.We

can expecヒaproduc亡ion equlValenヒ to aヒ 1east thebarrels exported.

Assumingalevelofprice and laburproductiviヒy comparable to that

prevailing in Taiwan,Hong Kong'or Sing'apore (or inFrance)and in

Vieヒnam,we could even propose a proxy for the added value in this

activityandofwagespaidtotheworkers.

4.Services

a)Inland transportation :B

b)Shipping:B

c)Elecヒrlcpower:A

d)Telecozrm mications:A

e)BankingandinE;uranCe;A

f)Chinese (or=ndian)infom lfinance:C

g)Domestictrade=C

h)Educationandhealヒh;B

i)Civilandmilitaryadministration:A

j)others:C

=n all the services,we observe a sharp contrasヒ between 亡he

modern sector controlled by plユblic or private French companies

(railways, treurways, intemational shipping, electric power,

telegraph and telephone) in which it is possible to obtain precise
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figures in the yearbooks and archives (in the final case, data

collection mplies case studies and therefore a time-consuming

process),andthetraditionalsectordatainwhichtheonlychoice is

toestirrLatebroadly theactivityusingveryindirectmethods.

Officialreporヒsrelaヒedto fiscalpolicy and tax on boats and

junksprovideinteresting'sourcesincludingabreakdoⅥm ofthe fiscal

receipts brregion and size of shipments.恐le Same kind of source

could b of great interest for domesti(⊃ trade:the shop oⅥlerS Or

managers paid a tax depending of occupation. But this does not

includepeddlers,infom l acヒivities′and ∈;i°e-business;ty peasants

oroヒherworkers.工ヒSeemsveryd土fflculヒ tospeculateonlocal trade

and ヒradiヒional road ヒransportation.Furthermore,we have very few

data on servants, leisure, restaurants, hoヒels, etc.. =t is clear

thatthedemandW凪SSegmentedandthat tremendousdifferences exisl=ed

according'toincomelevel.Anthropologistmayhavesomelightto shed

on these issues.wemay also assume that in both Vietnam and Taiwan

weresimilarinthisregard,and rely on the structure of the labour

force,includingsecondaryoccupationinthelattercountry.

Onfinance′we are forヒunate enough that a comprehensive ∈;tudy

was done brGonjo (1994) on the Banque de l'=ndochine, a privaヒe

institution which was ヒhemain Bank inVietnam mdhad the monopoly

ofissuingpiastrenotesand coins.柵1ile Gonjohad no direct access

to the Banque'sArchives,hiswork is clearly superior to the study

ofMeuleau (1990)whowasgrantedfinancialsupportbyヒheBanque and

almostfreeaccessヒotheprivatearchivesofthisinsヒitution･

But ヒhe collecヒion of time series on interest rates;. money

supply, deposits and lending in vietnam was noヒ the rrLain aim of

GonjoJs research. We have however discontinuous data, mainly on

Indochina as a whole, and in several cases charヒS without the

corresponding tables. Neverヒheless, using 亡he references of the

French public archives indicated in his book, it is possible to

collect the original figures in the annual reports of the Bank,

Regardingtheother French banks and other financial instituヒions in

vietnam, including service,we could also rely on official reports

andZnaochina'sstatisticalyearbooks_

we will confront however two major difficulties. Firstly,

Gonjo′s study.and the official reports′ are not on Vietnam hlt On

the activities ofdifferent financial institutions in all =ndochina

(including Carrbodia and Laos), and also Polynesia, New Caleaonia,

French territories of =ndia, Djibouti, and even part of China

(Yum an). vieヒnam′s currency. the piastre, circulated in all this
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area and was the official one (except in Yuman), Our aim is to

obヒaindaヒaonVietnam'smoney supply,andwewill ヒhereforehave to

esヒimatethoseofCarnbodia,Laos,etc.Thesameappliesfor deposits,

loans, and savings by public and private agents and insurance

contracヒS.Secondly.andthisis themain problem.wehave alrrLOStnO

idea of fom l and informa1 finance by non-European. especially

Chinese (or Sino-Vietnamese and Vietnamese) merchants and bankers.

The same is true for the French citi2:enS from ヒhe territories of

India (Pondichery) who were specialised in high-risk short-ヒem

loans,an unattractive niche in theview ofChinesebankers,hlt an

lr【pOrtantOnenonetheless.

Finally′ let us consider ptiblic services and administration:

education,health,and also civilandmilitary adminisヒration.℡hese

sectorspresentadifferentkindofdifficulty.Wehaveab皿dant dal=a

on employmenヒ′ enrolment in schools, expenditures′ uE;ually on

Indochina as awholebutit isnot irrQ30SSible to disaggreg'ate 亡hese

data to obtain esヒimates for the three Vieヒnamese reglOnS,Carrbodia

and I｣aos. The main problem is that public services which existed

beforeFrenchrulewere gradually incorporated into the framework of

the colonlal administration and education system. The General

Goverrment and other local authorities creaヒed slibstitutes for

previous edu(=aヒion or adminisヒraヒive institutions but only Ehe

acヒivitiesandemploymentin thenewoneswerereported.Zn addiヒion.

ZrLany traditionalprimary schools were privately funded and managed,

andtheliteracyrate,in Chinese characヒers, was incredibly high in

several parヒS of Tonkin and Armam before the development of ヒhe

French educaヒion system (Tri血 . 1995). An efficient ヒraditional

health system relying upon private markeヒ mechanisms existed ln

vietnam like in other East Asian countries of Chinese culヒural and

scientifictradiヒion.Onceagain,ifnoothersourceexists,itwolユId

be advisable touse Taiwan's data,in the first period of Japane∈;e

rule,asaproxyforVieヒnam.

5.ConsuヱTPtion

a)goods;andservices:B

ら)self-ConsuTrpヒion:C

仙enproducヒionisunknown,estimatingconsl皿pヒiondatacan not

beotherthan an lrnPreSSionisticguess.Forreasonsalready indicated

above in the presentation of production data, the tax system and
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PublicrrLOnOpOliesprovide reliable infom tion on 亡he consu耶ption of

several items: alcohol′ tobacco. salt, matches, and for example

opium .=naddition,We can use inヒernational trade data for lZrPOrted

andeXpOrヒeagoodsallowingus to obtain an acceptableproxy for the

consunTPtion ofgoods such as cemenヒ or coal,and even clothes (hlt

it isnoヒeasy to esヒirrLate traditionalproducヒion invillages,using

localcoヒヒon).

Foodisobviously themosヒ irnporヒant share of the consurption,

invalue,but also the mosヒ difficult parヒ to esヒimate. me cases

studied ky Gourou (1940; 1945) are cer亡ainly acceptable for an

extrapolationbutonlyonTonkinduring the laヒe 1930S.=twould be

inappropriaヒetoassumethaヒfoodconsurrptionorself-consulrptionwas

similarinCochinchina,orconstantduring'Frenchnlle.Evenifit is

adifficult task,Our feeling isthatwe should take responsibility

forproposingan estimateof time series for food consⅦnpヒion in the

threeVieヒname∈;eregions,

6.CapitalFom tion

a)Publicinfrastm cture:A

b)Privateinfrastructure:c

c)Machinery:A

d)ConstnlCtlon :B

e)Ruralnon-infrastructureprivateproductivecapitalforTnation:B

The colonial administration had a problem with capital

fom tion as a concept defined for the purpose of national

accoun ヒing.Data collection was perfomled on pl血1ic infrastructure

butnot on ヒheprivate side.Privaヒe construction and inves亡menヒ in

machinery was not systerrLatically recorded. =nvestment ty ヒhe

indigenous and Chinese entrepreneurs, either in agriculture,

transportation equipment Or manufacヒuring and ヒhe cottage industry,

was not a matter of mlCh interest, although it was not absolutely

neglecヒed. Given the irrportance of capital fo-ation series for

analysing Vietnam･s long-ヒerm economic dynamics･ and changing

industrial structure, it is however essential to address these

different issues and to collect the available data in order to

estimatethevariouscozTPOnenヒS′usingindirectmeヒhods･

public investment in infrastructure, public works, railways,

telecorrmunicationnetworks,eヒC.′ispreciselyrecordedintheyearly

reportsonpublicfinance,buヒusually.thefiguresarefor Indochina
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as a whole and noヒ for vietnam. Behind this problem, We have to

consider that severalnativesdid not receive Wages but contributed

tot:heseprojectsasforcedworkersor as away topay tax (corv6e)･

Theactualamountofthe investment should be corrected to take into

accoun ヒ the value of ヒhe labour facヒor. Zn addition to plibllC

invesヒment′an enomouspart of capital fom tion in infrastructure

was the result of privaヒe local initiatives eLnd investment. Ptiblic

worksaimedatcontrollingandimprovingdykesalongthemedium-sized

and ∈;mall rivers. and irrigaヒion canals, were tradiヒionally th(≡

responsibilityoflocalcormmities.=nCochinchina,Onlythe general

scheme of irrigation was fun°ed ty public sources. Landovmers

irⅣested heavily in secondary canals and other forms of land

developmenヒ (seawalls).

capital formation in machinery could be estimated using

machinery importedfromFrance,ヒheUK.ヒheUS,Ge3many,OrJapan,as

aproxy.we should howeververify ヒhat domesヒic equipmentproduction

wasnon-exisヒent,whichisacorrmonassl皿TPtion,Ahltitislikely that

modernmanufact:uringcorrpanies,railways,trm ysandelecヒricpower

companies produced part of the equlpment in-house･ =n order to

lrnprOVe ヒhe accuracy of the capital fom tion estimaヒC, a

complementary taskcouldbetoconfronヒVietnameseimportsseries and

the eコ甲Ort data in ヒhe country of orlgln, concerning the prices of

exporヒ cormlOdities, for estirnaヒing the effective figures of

machinery lITPOrtS.Since we are mainly inヒerested in civil capital

fom tion, public finance documents on expenditures by the French

叫 and Navy in rndochina could provide indicaヒions on rnilitary

capitalfom tion,andbycontrast,thecivilianpart.

For estimating residential and non-residential private

constmction (Publicconstructionisincludedinthebudg'et)themost

reliablesourcesarecertainly,onceagain,thereportsofthe fiscal

administration.Indirectmethodsusing thevariaヒion in the size of

theFrench population are likely to induce an underestimation given

thataffluentNativesandChinesehadalivingstandardequlValent to

the average mlrOpean residents,at least in Cochinchina. =n Tonkin.

official restricヒions exisヒed on the size of Vietnamese houses,

especially in Hanoi and other cities. Traditional constmction in

villagesortownsisverydifficultヒoestimaヒe,andthesameis ヒrue

for the small hlildings leased out to Vietnamese or Chinese middle

classhouseholds.℡he average amounヒ of the renヒS,monitored by the

adminisヒration′Could be an acceptable proxy ifwe can measure the

pace of urban developmenヒ (n即 COnSヒructions in square meヒers or,
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usingmapsOfthemaincities,theyearly increaseofthesi2;eOf the

urbanarea).

Finally′it isbetter not ヒO neglect rural private productive

capitalfom tion.officialreportsinvestigaヒedtheamoun tof labour

factor inpul=S corresponding to the investment in non-annual crops

(pepper, tea, coffee, mbber eec.). These kinds of surveys were

essential to determine,in relation ヒo world rrLarket prices,whether

the development of such e】甲Ort Crops Was profitable for the naEive

fa=mers or for French or Chinese investors. =t was an interesting

issuefortheadminisヒration:landwas often granted as a concession

ヒOtheseinvestorswhopaida rent to ヒheGeneralGoverrment.Wemay

assume that something like an eq血Iibrium level for renヒ was

consideredbythecivilservants.

7. PricesandWages

a)wholesaleprices:A

b)retailprices:B

c)landpr土ceE;:C

d)wages:A

Onpricesandwages,researchersinterestedinVietnam economic

hisヒory are lucky enough to have a comprehensive set of data, aヒ

leastafterWWZ (howeverwehavetheproblemofmissingvalue∈;during'

VWH ,which was aperiod of hyper inflation in the whole of Asia).

wholesale and retail prices in Saigon and Hanoi were recorded ty

different institutions. me most reliable series are probably the

corrmodity list of wholesale prices recorded on the markets. Zt is

unclearifalltheretailpriceswereactuallyrecordedor calculated

using wholesale price series and ad hoe hypotheses regarding the

marginOfthetraders.

Different indiceswereptiblished on food and housing rent and

on living cosヒs for three categories of residents:European, Asieul

white Collar,Asian Blue Collar.The original series are certainly

daily, but themost easily available ones aremonthly and of course

yearly average data･A rapid survey on monthly variation indicates

slgn土flcant volatility, especially for rice and other basic food

products.rnaddiヒion,hugedifferencesexistedbeヒWeenthe different

reglOnS Of Vietnam and also between the countryside and the main

clヒies.

33



Despite this positive news, we have to acknowledge we were

unable to find land prices series, until now. They are certainly

somewhere in the archives,V血ere we wilュ find reliable data to be

used for fiscal polices; the Bank of =ndochina certainly used to

monitor ヒhis evolution.we have also several problems relating to

e>port (and irnporヒ)prices,which arepresented in detail in section

90nintemationaltrade.

=n comparison.We have a good lm owledge of wages in various

sectors in ten of different categories of worker engaged in the

publicsector,including the oplum mOnOPOly and railways.Wagespaid

to the coolies in rlibber plantations. ヒO ヒhe day labourers in

differentparts ofVietnam′ and to servants are also QPllte easy tO

find. Using 亡hese series as benchmarks, it might be possible to

estimate the wages in other private activiヒies, such as mining′

manufacturingandaboveallforservicesinthetraditionalsector.

8. publicFinance

a)GeneralGoverrment:B

b)localadministration:A

As far as public finance is concemed, the situation iE;

exヒremely clear:we have very good ∈;ources and corrprehensive data

after1895,andalmostnothingpriortothaヒ.TheendofW エ=and the

outbreak of the Indochina war constitute an obviously difficult

periodbut,wiヒhtheexceptionof1945,thereshouldbe complementary

unpubllshedsourcesavailablelnthearchives.

Local administration is the easiestpart of the research.For

thecentralgovernment (IndochinaGeneralGoverzment)itisnecessary

to operaヒe a geographical distribution of the receipts and

e>penditures. This ir【plies a need ヒO reconstitute the effective

allocation of fun°ing dedicated to pliblic works, military expenses,

construction. civil servants, eヒC. ヒo Annam, Cochinchina, Tonkin′

Laos, Cambodia (including the sale of public asseヒS, land

concessions, etc.). part of Cochinchina,s budget surplus Jas

routinely transfered to vietnamese budg･ets, or to I｣aos, or even

Cambodia.

9.工nヒemaヒionaltrade

a)Volume:A
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b)Value:c

c)prices:a

We need to be very cautious;about international trade data

because the colonial aihinistration used different procedures to

compensate for the lack of trained customs officers and other lower

rarlk workers.me firstproblem is ヒheresult of a pro}y volume =

weight for estimating the value of e】甲Orted or imporヒed goods.

Machineryorothermanufacturing goodsweremeasured in cl血icmeters

and then converted inヒo weight.=f we neglect this problem′Volume

datacanbeconsideredandarereliable.

Another proxy used l⊃y the custom officer was that ir【port or

export prices of several goods were constant over the time. For

several products, huge differences are observed between effective

markeヒpricesanda血Iinistrativeprices.Zn order to avoid this kind

of inconstancy in time series, we suggest that one calculate the

l叩Plicit e確)OrtPriceorlrnPOrtprice of themain traded items. 仙 len

necessary.onemightuse an estimate of the effective eコくpOrヒ price:

eulappropriatemargin (oftherepresentativeexportcolrpanY)Wつuldbe

addedヒothelocalwholesaleprice.The samekind ofprocedure could

beusedforimportedgoods.

Wewillalsohavetoremerllberthatcustomofficials considered

the intem ational trade of Zndodlina asawhole andnot ofVietnam,

However,by chance,th e administration uE;ed to also moniヒOr transit

tradebetweenCalrbodiaandCochinくコhina,orbetweenYum anand Tonkin.

AsSl皿ing that tradebeヒween =ndochina and r托lailand at the Carnbodian

or Lao border was negligible,we could estimate directly Vietnan's

trade. But it seems useful to check the amount and volume of

carrd⊃Odim international trade on thebasis of the amount controlled

bycustomofficersatdifferentplaces on theborder or intheports

on the Gulf of Siam.Another problem results from the concept of

e】くpOrヒs ty privaヒe companies. =t W凪S nOt un COmnOn for a fin

producinginTonkin,forexa耶pleabigFrench-ownedspinning corqpany,

to declare as e=申Ort the amount of ヒhe goods sold not only in

cald⊃odiaandLaos,butalsoinCochinchina.

10. Exchangerates,capitalflowsandbalanceofpayments

a)Exchangerates=A

ら)Capitalflows:c

c)Balanceofpayments:B
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Relatively abundant data are available on exchange rates,

capitalflowsandbalanceofpayments,butmostlyconcerning exchange

ratesinSaigonandpublicflows.

Both the French franc and the piastre were used for local

transacヒions in Indochina; the French franc was; the most importanヒ

currencyforpubliccontracts (bondsissuedonParisstockmarket for

public investment in =ndochina and their repayment brヒhe colonial

adninisヒration, payment to local fin for public works for the

General Goverrm ent, wages of French civil servants, etc･) or

international trade, even if several figures were published in

piastre.mecolonialadministrationusedtodisplayamountsin local

currency while calculating･in French francs, especially in the case

ofpublicfinance.Besides the official exchange rate of theplaStre

visavis the franc.arrLarketratewasrnonitored,in Saigon,h,the

Banque de l′=ndochine. we have yearly and monthly averages; for

sヒerling,the US dollar and most Asian currencies beヒween 1913 (or

1923)and1940.

Differences in standard (silver versus gold) before 1914 and

financialturmoilbetween 1914 and 1940e〕申lained the instability of

the piastre-franc exchange rate and the lag of the official raヒe

behind the market rate.As a silver currency, the piastre followed

thetrendofdepreciationofitsmaintradingpartners (Hong'Kong and

China), who were also on the silver sヒandard. After 1930′ the

French franc peg changed the rules and arrplified the volatility of

theplaStreVis一主-visoヒherAsian currencies.me to the shorヒage of

silver coins,aban on its exporヒwas decided on in 1905, and this

induced adualcirculation of the piastre, in Indochina on the one

hand.and in Hong Kong and Singapore on the otherhand.=ヒwould be

interesting to check the difference∈; between exchange rates in

IndochinaandHongKongorSingaporeduring･thisperiod.=n addition,

collecting data on rrLarket exchange rates in Hanoi (Banque de

l′=ndochine's data are on saigon's exchange market)would allow one

toestimateaverageratesforVietnam

on capital flows and balance of pq/mentS in =ndochina, first

esヒ1maヒes are found ln 亡he offlclal reporヒ of ヒhe colonial

administraヒion as early as 1907.But the authors used to neg･1ect a

large fraction of private capital flows.More precisely′ they had

absolutely no idea abouヒ the transfers br Chine∈;e merchants into

rndochina ofgold or foreign Currencies.℡♭e irrplicit assuJrPtion is

that =ndochina's trade surplus,mostly the exportof paddy and rice
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byChinesefin ,wassufficienttofinancefurthere}pansion,either

in agriculture, food processing, trade or private construction.

Regarding French colrpanies′ the monitoring of real invesヒment into

Vieヒnam,andprofiヒ repatriation′was adifficult ヒask.France was

probably the main source of direct investment or portfolio

investment, but other European countries should not be neglected.

mring WWH ,many French-Japanese コOint-Ventureswere established in

mining, trade and forestry which corresponded ヒO real business

agreementsandeffectivecapitalflows,atleastatthebeginning.

Before1945,allthesedataareforIndochinaasawholeandwe

havethereforetoestimatecapitalflowsbetweenVietnamand Calrbodia

or Laos.memost irrportantparヒ corresponds cerヒainly ヒO transfers

by the General Government to CaTrbodia, but essentially to Laos.

French (oroヒherforeig-n)privateinvesヒment inCarrbodiaandLaoswas

concentrated in rubber plantations, forestry and mining and for a

limited nurrber of cases. For the 1945-54 period. the balance of

payments concems vietnam buヒ ヒhe docLlコnentS Can not be considered

reliable. Part of ヒhe country was under control of ヒhe Viet Hil血

whose adminisヒration e】甲Orted both goods and services, and in

addition received grants in kind from the Chinese Cornmunist Party.

andalsothroug-hChinaorFrance′fromUSSR.

Con°lus土On

me constitution ofa corpus of long-ten economic statistics

forVieヒnam isalongandarduous task,but one that ispossible and

likely to be fruitful, especially if the investigations avoid

limiting thernBelves ヒo ヒhe cornpilation of statistics from armual

reportsbutalsoexamine thedifferentpublic andprivate sources in

theplethoraofextant archives.=t is indispensable to colrPare ヒhe

macro-economic serieswhich come from an al reporヒs and the micro-

economic or regional infom tion which come from monographs, from

anthropological or sociological studies, and from reports by local

colonial administrators or by managers of companies or consulates.

only inヒhisrrLanner Can One eXヒract orlglnal infom ヒion which would

perTnitacceptableestimaヒionsofserieswhicharemissingormanifest

lacunae.Thus,the agricultural production and rural population can

not be evaluated except ty acorrpilation of infomation adjus亡ed ty

provinceorprefecture.Under those conditions,itwould bepossible

ヒo ヒakeintoaccounttheunderestimationisanddiscontinuiヒiesin ヒhe

series, caused by politico-military or natural disasters, and even
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the itrperfections and rupヒures in the working of the s亡atistical

apparatus.

Diversifying the sources offers a token of reliability for

series which will emerge from a retrospective estimation. However,

thismethodismade shakier by the absence of reasonable references,

due to the irrpact of the Japanese occupation and especially of ヒhe

Indochina war and then the Vietnam War. One would have to proceed

wiヒh a double exヒrapolation.The South was less ヒroubled by the war

un til1954andthestatisticalapparatuswasa littleless influenced

bypoliticalconsiderationsbetween 1954and 1975.Researchers;Should

correcttheseriesforcertainregions nOt under the control of the

colonial administration between 1946 and 1954. This concerns

especially the North where administrative control was weak. These

resulting m mbers could then be co耶pared to the nu血ers colleくつヒed

during the 1930S, the last years of the modern era when the

informationremained fairlyhomog-enous. Buildingon this groundwork′

one could atter【pt to reconsヒiヒuヒe series with gaps through

retrospectiveextrapolationorinterpolation.

Thisimplies,overandaboveinternationalc0-Operation between

researchers, an efforヒ to create a dialogue between archivists,

hisヒorians, anthropologists 8nd economists who will see results

perヒinent ヒO their reE;pective field5 materialise from ヒheir mutual

efforts:identification of differenヒ archives dispersed by POlitical

and military events, the knowledge of the quanヒitative economic

environment surrounding economic, political and social facts, the

comprehension of long-term economic か 1amics and the possibility of

international cozrparisons which could lead to new consideraヒions

regardingvietnam'sability ヒo caヒch up ina changing Southeasヒ Asia

aヒtheendofヒhetwentieth cenヒury.
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