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< RESUME >

ON THE MEDITERRANEAN TRADE OF THE NETHERLANDS
IN CONNECTION WITH J.I. ISRAEL,
THE PHASES OF THE DUTCH STRAATVAART (1590-1713)

Katsumi NAKAZAWA

J.L Israel published an article on the Dutch Mediterranean trade from
the end of the sixteenth to the early eighteenth century in Tijdschrift voor
Geschiedenis, 99 (1986), criticizing the tendency to minimize the Dutch role
in the Mediterranean trade. British historians tend to underestimate the Dutch
involvement in this trade. Israel proposed five phases in the development of
the Dutch Mediterranean trade corresponding to 1590-1607, 1607-1621,
1621-1645, 1645-1688, and 1688-1713.

Throughout the second phase (1607-1621), the Dutch were the principal
carriers of Castilian wool, Valencian salt, and Portuguese sugar to Genoa,
Venice, and also of Sicilian grain and salt, that is, the most important carrying
traders in the western Mediterranean commerce. After the third phase (1621-
1645), when the Dutch straatvaart slumped, the Dutch Republic emerged as
a stronger force in the international arena as a producer of industrial goods,
especially Leiden’s woollen cloth. In the second half of the seventeenth
century, the Dutch reached the peak of their success as an industrial power
in early modern times. This changed the nature of Dutch trade with the
Mediterranean world. A high proportion of Leiden’s total output, in some
years as much as a third, was destined for the Levant in the eastern Medi-
terranean.

Israel asserts, “what the evidence does show is a highly complex evolu-
tion through five phases, phases not just of expansion and contraction, but
in which the structure of the straatvaart is each time transformed”.



