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<RESUME> BOOK REVIEW

BEAUMONT P., BLAKE G., WAGSTAFF J.:
THE MIDDLE FEAST, A GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY
Halsted Press, New York, 1988

Masanori NAITO

This book deals with various subjects concerning the modern Middle
East from geographical view points. The authors are British geographers,
and Beaumont and Blake have their academic orientation at Durham. It is
well known that department of geography there had a great predecessor,
Prof. W. Fisher.

This book is succeeded the heritage of his book, The Middle East, a
Physical, Social and Regional Geography, 1950, however, it presents several
contemporary geographical approaches. For instance, for rural land use, the
authors seek factors which cause less development in contradiction between
conservative rural society and rapid modernization. In the other part of
case studies for each country, two chapters, Industrialization of Turkey and
Jordan and The Struggle for Economic Survival, accurately describe the
problems which the two countries are facing through the process of state
building.

The other subjects such as ethnic conflicts in Lebanon and the Jewish
colonialism in their occupied areas also show the contemporary socio-political
problems oriented in the divide and rule policies of the European power in
the late Ottoman period. This book include many suggestive approaches for
geographical studies in the Middle East.



