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< RESUME >

THE FORMATION OF A NATIONAL
ARMY AND THE REBELLION OF NOMADS IN MODERN EGYPT

Hiroshi KATO

The history of farmers (fallahin) was in sharp contrast to that of nomads
(‘urban or ‘arab) in modern Egypt. While farmers were exalted as the symbol of
national identity during the nationalist movement, especially after the ‘Urabi
Revolution (1881-82), nomads were excluded from “Egyptians” and regarded
as vagabonds without any national identity in regards to laws and regulations
at the end of the 19th century. This shows what kind of people the Egyptian
Government identified as “Egyptians” in those days.

The aim of this essay is, firstly, to introduce the nomads’ revellion
against conscription, a typical institution of the modern nation-state, in the
middle of the 19th century, that is the Rebellion of ‘Umar al-Magri, a chief
(shaykh) of the Jawazi Tribe (qabilat al-jawazi). Secondly, I will analyze the
symbolic meaning of the above mentioned sharp contrast which appeared
during the formation of the modern Egyptian state.



