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It was with exceeding pleasure that I offer Mr. Nakamura my
hearty congratulations on the publication of his Translation of the
Complete Poems of Robert Burns. I have had a small share in mak-
ing clear for him some of the obscure words and phrases found in
the original. Tameji Nakamura is, as you know, a rare and interest-
ing personality. Born of a wealthy family in the heart of Tokyo, his
school-days were passed in easy and enviable circumstances, but
towards the end of his University life his father met with a reverse
of fortune. After graduation he spent some years as Professor at the
Hitotsubashi University. Then he resigned his post. It may be that
the mountains called him-—-he bought a few acres of land on the
slope of Mt. Norikura, where he built for himself and by himself a
hut, very much like that of Burns, and started living a life of a
farmer, tilling the ground and raising sheep and chickens. As Basho
said:

“Fleas and lice;
The sound of a horse easing nature
At my pillow”.

But to our friend there is no place like this cot, where, identi-
fying himself with Nature and Burns, he has spent many years in
translating the poet. The result is, as may be imagined, is highly sat-
isfactory and if the reader recites the poems aloud he will find that

the translation can be read with a tone, so rhythmical they are. This
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is but natural, for Mr. Nakamura is an amateur musician and read
and read again the translated poems before he thought them fit for
publication. We are pleased that the fruits of his labour saw the light
in the time for the 25th of January last, the day of Burns' bi-cente-
nary, when many Caledonian in Japan met together to do honour to
Burns and Nakamura. The day, perhaps, was the happiest day of his

life. >
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(JE30)
When chapman billies leave the street,
And drouthy neebors, neebors meet,
As market-days are wearing late,
An' folk begin to tak the gate;
While we sit bousing at the nappy,
And getting fou and unco happy,
We think na on the lang Scots miles,
The mosses, waters, slaps, and styles,

That lie between us and our hame,
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Whare sits our sulky sullen dame,
Gathering her brows like gathering storm,

Nursing her wrath to keep it warm®?.
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