
HistoricalDevelopmentoflndustrialStandardizationinJapanasthe

BackgroundoftheCurrentStandardsandConformityAssessmentPolicy

Japan'sindustrialstandardizationpolicyorlgl-

natesfromthegovernmentalprocurementstandards

establishedinthelateMeijiperiod(about1910).

Sincethen,themaJOrpurposeOfthestandardization

policyhasundergonemanytransitionsfromexport

inspectiontomilitaryprocurementtoexportquality

improvement.TheGATTStandardCode(1980)and

WTO/TBTAgreement(1995)haveshownimportance

oftheinternationalleadershiplnStalldardization;the

mostimportantgoalofthecurrentstandardization

policylSestablishingInternationalstandardsbasedon

Japanesetechnology.

Manyproblemsremaintobesolved,however,to

achievethegoal,asshownbythe"GeneralStrategy

ManabuETO

forInternationalStandardizationMestablishedbythe

IntellectualPropertyStrategyHeadquartersonDe-

cember6,2006,whichproposesintensifiedactivities

oftheindustrialsector,developmentofhumanre-

sources,closerJCOOPerationwithothercountriespar-
ticularlyinAsia,anddevelopmentoffairpracticerules

intheareaofinternationalstandardization Specific

policiesalongtheselinesarenowunderdevelopment.

ThisarticleglVeSahistoricalreviewofJapan's

standardizationpolicyasthebackgroundorthe

presentstatus,anddiscussesthepurpose,methodoト

ogyandcurrentsituationsofthenewstandardsand

conformityassessmentPOlicy,
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