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Rediscovery of Class Politics in Postwar Japan

Masao Watanabe

It is obvious that class no longer has the same attraction that it
once had as an explanatory category because it has lost the
explanatory power with which it was once attributed. This is the
crisis of class politics. Many people are talking about the demise of
class politics in real terms. In this negative type of circumstance,
the basic question with which this article is concerned is, What are
the class politics? It is not a simple question. We need to take
several steps to investigate this less popular or even so much-hated
notion to find out the particular salience of it in the post-war
Japanese political scene.

The first step is to identify the actors of the class politics. Four
collective actors the managerial elite, the working people, the
peasant farmers, and the small business people are to be identified
in the post-war Japanese history. Each seems to play a vital role to
form the particular shape of class politics in its dynamics.

The second step is to find out the formation of class—-based
government that takes into account the power of these collective
actors. In other words, how do these major class components form
strategic alliances or hostile relations with each other? It is vital
whether the traditional middle class, the peasant farmer, and the
small business owner in particular, have achieved class-alliance
with the management. By doing so, has the working class individual
become unaffiliated, divided, and encircled.

The third and final step is to apply this theoretical assumption to
the political history of post-war Japan. We can identify four
historical phases in which the distinctive pattern of class politics

were displayed.
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We follow these steps to recapture the realistic notion of class

politics since the end of the war.
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