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The Notion of ‘Civil Society’ in Post-War Japan

Masao Watanabe

The concept of civil society plays a pivotal role in understanding
the characteristic social form of capitalist modernity. The principal
aim of this essay is to review and discern the actual impact of
discussion about the notion of civil society in the post-war period in
Japan. It seeks to shed light on the Japanese'rediscovery’ of the
theme of civil society and the state by identifying and examining its
notional academic interests proposed by three major groups, namely
modernization theorists, Marxists and Hitotsubashi school social-
scientists. Although each approach seeks to explore the different
aspects of the notion, there still remains the ambiguity and confusion
in which the term’civil society’ has been granted a kind of optimism
and deployed as a poorly defined synonym for NGOs and other forms
of civic movement. The ultimate aim of this essay is to elaborate the
analytical dimensions of the notion of civil society rather than the
normative and ideological attempts pursued by the modernists and

Marxists in the 70’s.
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