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Restructuring of Press Control Strategy in China since the 1990s
Cui Meihua

Focusing on press restraint policy and its restructuring since the
1990s, this thesis sheds light on features and purposes of the recent
changes in Chinese media control strategy.

The reform and open-door policies which began at the end of the
1970s developed a momentum for media reform. After the
democratization movement in 1989, however, the momentum
withered away, as the conservatives in the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) retook the helm and tightened state regulations in
media policy. Then, the CCP changed its political strategy of
domestic governance in the 1990s, when China obtained growing
influence in international society due to its increasing economic
growth. The new political strategy led to a restructuring of media
policy.

In terms of press control strategy, the Chinese government
introduced a new regulation policy and a qualification system in the
personnel management of newspaper companies. They also
strengthened after the fact punishments and induced further self-
regulation of the press. In this way, China has created a new, multi-
layered press control system since the 1990s.

This thesis addresses the transition of the CCP’s expectation of
the role of the media, which has a political background of recent
restructuring in press regulation policy. Faced with many domestic
and International issues, the CCP sought new media functions in
order to handle these issues and new tasks. The role of the Chinese
media is often seen as just a propaganda tool or an ideological
apparatus to carry out the party line and its policies. This thesis

demonstrates that, since the 1990s, the Chinese media have assumed
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enlarged and diversified roles, beyond their conventional forms, in
order to improve the image of the CCP and emphasize the legitimacy
of its governance in globalizing China. The restructuring of the press
control system since the 1990s is an important part of this new media

strategy.
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