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Early-modern Villages and Temples:
Sakaihara Village, Kii Province, as a Case Study

WATANABE Takashi

This paper examines early-modern relationships between villages and temples in the
period from the mid-seventeenth to the mid-eighteenth centuries with the village of
Sakaihara in the Ito district of Kii province and two Buddhist temples, Omineji and
Tokoji, located in the village, as case studies. 1 have adopted the perspective of
early-modern society as a multilayered mixture of different social groups. Specifically,
village-temple relations are studied here from different perspectives, not just from the
viewpoint of the village (farmers) but from that of temples (the clergy) as well.

This approach reveals the specific movements of different groups, including 1) the
chief priest of the Omineji Temple who sought to be independent from village
leadership (doza) by approaching a head temple, taking advantage of the shogunal
and domain governments’ efforts to establish a main-branch temple system; 2) the
doza which, acting as representative of the village, confronted the chief priest of the
temple and went into decline as it gradually became alienated from the villagers in
general and ultimately failed to acquire the status of jishi (rural warrior class); and
3) the village people in general who pulled themselves out of seventeenth-century
doza-led passivity and increased their voices in local affairs in the early eighteenth
century.
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