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A Study on the Structure of Social Support Network of Japanese Students
Studying Abroad for a Short Period of Time

TAKAHAMA, Ai, NISHIMURA, Yoshie, & TANAKA, Tomoko

The aim of the paper is to positively investigate the support offered to in-
ternational students by others during their study abroad, by focusing on the con-
cept of social support, which includes both tangible and intangible human support.
Social support network is a generic name for human network that supplies social
support. The structure of the social support network comprises two models - hier-
archical-compensatory model and task-specific model - which are facing each
other. This study explored as to which of the two models explains the social sup-
port network of international students in a better manner. Ten Japanese students
who have studied abroad, for example, in the United States, for about a year
were selected as informants of the study; each student participated in a non-
structured interview. In the interview, they were asked about their friends and ac-
quaintances, whether or not they obtained social support, and the source of
support supply. As a result, besides the intensive model and task-specific model,
which correspond to the two models mentioned above, a superficial model was also
discovered in this study.
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