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Each person possesses an inviolability founded on justice that even the

welfare of society as a whole cannot override. For this reason justice denies

that the loss of freedom for some is made right by a greater good shared by

others. It does not allow that the sacrifices imposed on a few are outweighed

by the larger sum of advantages enjoyed by many.

——John Rawls*

Individuals have rights, and there are things no person or group may do to

them (without violating their rights). So strong and far-reaching are these

rights that they raise question of what, if anything, the state and its officials

may do.
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