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Koh SUGAWARA, Nanako TAKAHASHI
How we published digitized books on the internet? : A practical report about application of Article 67-
70 of Copyright Law

Abstract : Hitotsubashi University Library has undertaken a project to digitize books in its collection and
make them available on the Internet. It is necessary to receive permission from each copyright holder in
order to reproduce and transmit publicly materials that are still under copyright protection, and this can be
difficult when contact information for the copyright holders is not clear or the copyright holder does not
respond to requests. In this situation, our library has decided to utilize the Commissioner for Cultural Affairs
ruling system and pay the compensation fees necessary to be able to make the materials available to the
public. This paper reports on the process we utilized to clear copyright, beginning with preparing our
requests through to making the documents public.

Keywords : digitized materials / digital archives / copyright clearance / Ruling by the Commissioner for
Cultural Affairs / Copyright Law
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