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(Abstract)

In this paper, generalizations are presented of the meaning and usage of the Eng-
lish linking verb become. The verb has a more restricted application than does its
supposed Japanese equivalent, n: naru, which is a common and characteristic
expression of the language. The English verb become is known to reduce its accept-
ability when used to describe such events as the reaction to an infinitive-denoted
experience or the recent change of age/time/seasons. This can be explained in
terms of the generalizations presented, as well as the availability of alternative

expressions.

1. F&t

HEE OB become 13 & LT, #iiEICHIAM AT & & 2 8GE)E (linking
verbs) /= v 25 (copulas) & LTHWwSR S, HEENF become 13 HAFETIZ
[Tz ] ERENZON—RNTH 525, FrNRFHEEVE SN D BAGE
ZBNT e 272 A v EiFEEREAEE CH- B DIz LT, become
DREOPEA VICEREND Y, ZHIEZDERTH 3 HABRB O LIRS
B OTIERV, ZALd HARE 2 BERE &3 2 Ry BH o 3 2 ¥ BRI oI IE
BeET20TL D5,

AT IR A D 2B LAt s, HAEENE become DR - AEOHEM 2 S
DT B EERABZY, DIV TRE S, flixoflE & b2 become DERN L
R I oWTEE L, 2o\ T become D E - FkicBS 2 —f&ikz
oRT %, 2512, become # Hv7=KBlod©, FRTRREICHBESS 2 L S
A E LY B, #nbicon TR L BRIboBS o : LTRIF LT
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2. become OEARAVLEL - A&

become (3 “to begin to be or come to be something specified” (MWALED), “to
start to be” (OALD’, CDAE’, CALD"), “to start being” (Collins COBUILD SD”,
Sinclair et al. 2004: 63) 7z & LEFESh, [ H2RE» SMORE LT 2 &
WO onFETH S N 1980: 11D, koflz S -

(1) He has just become a father. (CALD®)

(2)  He became prime minister in 1997. (Chambers SD)

(3)  He became a professional footballer. (Collins COBUILD SD*)

(4)  When you feed a current through the coil, it becomes a magnet. (Sinclair
et al. 2004: 63)

(5)  The bill will become law next year. (OALD®)

(6)  Although T've known him for years, we didn't become close friends until
recently. (MWALED)

(7)  Since then, nearly 2,000 people have become infected with the Ebola
virus, and more than 1,000 have died from it. (TUme For Kids, August
13, 2014)

(8)  Her supervisor complimented her on having become more assertive.
Whether or not Rachel actually became more assertive is debatable.
(Tannen 1986: 177)

(9 Colleen says her new husband quickly became more and more control-
ling, insisting she drop plans for college and demanding she begin carry-
ing a cell phone so he could reach her instantaneously. (Niven 2003: 150)

EoBFhcBNTE, Wb EEARFAN ORISR ZL, MiEEofiEN - B
BVARTIRE - WHEH7CH T2 X318k -7/ B2 2 EABKRER TV,
7221 (D—W@W oA, ThEnFEERTALE ) BSHFELSKT IS - b
fr - B - BB L, DI L3R 2 RE - MH 2RO s/ b2 L
rRL T3, $72, )9 oFHAR, &xzo (B L) FFESHELTWS
ANDFTEIRRR S i s R TR L L2z 2R L T 5,

Z® X 512 become 13 EFHEHFAR OFRRR R ORE - HH 0Lz KT O



become i3 F v 37

LNBONREARTH B2, ThHHEEL LTL2AFMOBBIC L - TIE, Filss
HIALE BRONMNARZELE VS 20 3, ZOMINEERECRLAE DT D
Zlb—Hmnle—zX3Hard s, koflz Aca ks :

(10) In late July, two American aid workers in West Africa became infected
with Ebola. They were brought back to the United States for treatment.
Many Americans are wondering if the virus could become a problem
here. (Time For Kids, August 13, 2014)

(11D The invisible wire that transfers emotions from one to the other also
accounts in part for why many women do not want to tell their mothers
about what's going on in their lives—especially about anything major
that might be worrisome, like significant illness or problems at work. I
was quick to tell my mother of small misfortunes, in order to receive the
balm of her concern. But I did not tell her of serious problems, because if
I did, I'd be sure to hear from her the next day, “I was up all night wor-
rying about you.” My problems became her problems, and I did not want
to cause my mother to lose sleep—or to have to shift from seeking com-
fort to providing it. (Tannen 2006: 31)

A0) &, W7 7Y nEEIC B THRRAHELZ D25 L, EROEM AR
O ARME LB (problem) 127> TWA KT « ¥ 4 LZRBT A Y H T
BAEREAEZOL ) BIFFEICTE R > TRV, 5BZ0 L) BIFECRVED S
(become) FTREMEZSD 24> & 3 AL OMNZ/R o TWB E VS Z e ThHBP, =

D4, become D EFEAFAMN (the virus) DIFRMEEEIZF L d D TH 3 23,
zansy 2 U pERIIC B W THiEEAFR (a problem) AR TERANA 2RO 0
ELTMEDSIT 6N Z LTy ) aadrssfMEick v, AD &, BHY
NEZ Bz 2 T3 L E, TR T LB LTL Y, B
b LIZESTHIOMBE TS > 2 FMsEIic L > TRz TLE S [
I 2> TLE ] &wvd o bThr, 20BHED, become D EFEH M
(my problems) DIFRMRIIF L b DTH 225, Zhsfishfia/m (her problems)
DIRIRE LTHIAET T S b v B basfilEic iz - T3,

ZHFE TR L 51T, become (3 ZDEFEDTRT AR E ALz H 0 #2700k
R - BEE 2 AT 52 L 2K T3, become & FIBEEFEA N DR R 0L Z
FT get L ORGE, get BHFEC [—RMBR 2RIBAFHNC L L
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23% A3 become 1 [RBEMRIRIE ) 2R TTBEF2 L2 LEbNs 2 Land 5
NP 2006: 163) P, LicZ8iF 72ficoWTHRTA % &, become (3% DHliFEDPTEE
FAA) - AR AR IIRAE - EAFR BT (XTFBO RSN E I TREZARLT
) Hr—EHHIcb - Tt T 22 Losliiffe s b zRLTVWELEEI T
ERTED, 7L 2iF (1) OBAETHIUE, FBAFANCE > TIHRI N NI
atiAM) (afather) ORTHFEH 2 EHL, FlaEHERE U CRVF L
GRS hszL2RLTV2, (D AR, FEAFN (D) OFETd O
(the coi) [ U#EE M E (feed a current) #fE LT 2[R b i34 (a
magnet) DX T —EOWRESHE I o LE2KLTWE, (9 oS rE L, =
iatisa/) (her new husband) 12 & - THr & 12 ADFTEIEEX - MG 03HliFE O TEA
ZA/) (more and more controlling) OXTIREICEILL, ZoO[ UIREISHE b A
Fed 2 ATREEEASEN N & LSRR S T B,
4 F T4 0L L BT become DFEMN « FIEICOWTEKRINCE 27228, Zh
T TDHLEED S become 1B LTk — bz %S 2 ¢
(12) become &, FihE#A M ORI RIING - AN ZEAL L, FliFE o 4
) - R NERTRE - WHEES T o LERT
(13) become 1%, FEiEAFR ORARDEIT X - TH 2 ITES S Bk
B - MEBFR U TH 2 —EMicbr - Tk T 2 2 LasilifEs hz z
LERY

3. become DEAMGE - FiED S DR

2. Ti3 become DIAWAREWR - AlkicoOVWTHEEMIZELREL, ZoEK - H
HizowTon—f b Z#R L7248, AN TiE become 2 lv72KBLo 3 6, &
AR IS D B L S B GA — Thbb, FRFREMA [HEICR 2 5
G—2LY R, RLAE—BRboBEZHLE L THRFALAZVER S, 22T
&, UG OARE G DORESOT become A & 72354 L F i - KXl - FfioZ ko
F BT become DIAETE T ARV LG HITOWTHIES Z LI1TT 5,

3.1 RIGDAEFE become
Ilson and Whitcut (1994) (%, HEAEEFOMAEE LT, 1EREC2EMERT
B4t become Tld7m < be 22008\ L, ROZOZHBEF T3
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(Tlson and Whitcut 1994: 97) -

(14a) I was sorry to hear that he'd left.

(14b) *I became sorry to hear that he'd left.

(14ab) 13BFEH)F be, become DHFE DFEAFNC to NEF DR A3 KT 20

bDOTH B, (14ab) LA, MFROAFAEI AT T + 7TRERELT IO TH S
B, ENEERST 4 THREROBETNCE SHZ 72581050 T b Fox A 7
bhb !

(15a) I was gladhappy to hear that he'd left.

(15b) *I became glad,happy to hear that he'd left.

Zhoogs, ARETR (oMo zMy0) BE&aLiEbTh-7/h
LZzofe] @E 52 [Cni2) %55 O VTR T 22 L83 TE 525,
HFETIT become Z Av72 (14b) (15b) DFEIBZBERAATH 3, 2N HITHB T,
HAEBFCH C TRRFA+to AMEF TR oDttt hsd 2, —2i3 llson
and Whitcut (1994) 12X - TRBRE T2 b 0T, HEEFOFEAFIC X
S THEha N (=5EH) Ko REFHORTHRFICELAERZOELE LT
gk (BHREINC) & U722 Wi o AFAS T L Tw b LEX2 530 TH B Y,
oY, FEAFAM ORI RD (Bon) KEOE(IZL - THiZA (bo) IR
ARSI N EEF 2720, (14b)(15b) @ & 51T become # v 2 2 L i
BoOLNENZ LITe b, b 5 —2 DI Duffley (1992) 3R L TWw2% 3 0
T, HEEE O LA T ORI R TH BEEH T to REF DR HkF A4
T ALENC, ZOHRFOZIF LY (ZhzHEEMITZT LY 20/ EMITZT
LD D) 1B L THIFEOIEEFANRTNRIT L o TR SN2 X 5 R 24k
FIZH L THY, to AEFDRTHEKRFENBLEITE LBz oA T 5
Rt (WREERFANETHAR) »REN2 LEZ2Z230TH5Y, oAb, +
AR OFRRM R O (B o) REICEALE LabiF Tk v/zo, I3 Y
(14b) (15b) @ X 9 7z become Z WV 2IFAER S m w2 LTk b, THIET 74
bbH, WFhoHIZ X 5 T3, Eidd become DEK - I oOWTO—#%1L
(12) KT Bz L2 BEVIZLTH B,

Logia, B0 NEEFA+to RAEF ) KL TELo0f@RE L 20l
e O RMASD B A3, FHNT to AEFARA T 2 5B R EHOKRTHELD to AE
FORTREGICTHERMNICRITT 2 v ) to AR O AR Mk oo — i i S I 8
BBHE, BEOMRMNIOVEZSBTHE LAREINETHS ), R LEE L7
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RO L5 IR RBOMREBEGNTHL 2 LIThd !

(16) I am willing to pay a premium for a superior product.

(cf. CDAE®, “premium”)

(16) 13 (14a) (152) LKL, FH T am willing) oXTHELR (=5FHE1H 2 L
rERATE2LEZVEDRVER S T3 L) B#HEHD to AEFADORTFS
(=HEoIvwitdhiEbx@m o2 LTHI 2 L) kv dilichiED
FoONTWEdDTH5, Zohh, dLitaD (0n) REHEEITEH-TEL
LTZI7-72LF > nThiuE, FEEHOENENIC become 2 VTR D & 5 1ckBl
THILENTES !

(17) 1 became willing to pay a premium for a superior product.
(A7 & )9 LFEMET, TFEAFN OFIRARORBESHEESEK TR
L7z bzRTIDTH 3,

3.2 IS - Bl - FEIOE(LDRIRE become
3.2.1 - B - EEHIORLDRE

HAGE T, Fih - M - BEHoZz 120k - 72 TIEFICh - 72 T
e o] DX T T iTis | OTERBT 22 L3N TH 228, &
FETIRZED L S hFEWEETEA become ZHWTRD X S 12595 &, BURIEE L
LA iethic o d 2 X8z % ¢

(18)??He has become twenty.

(19)??It has become noon.

(20)??It has become spring.
WREREFFEDOA v 7 r =~ v MT X B L, 2D X ) YA become BUET TIE
THCZ2RBREHERNT > T0T, XFNTHRABZE AT L0z TH 29, 72
7L Z DA, become ¥R EIIC L2k & 5 KB ERHME (diomaticity)
DESCHEDEL BB LD LETHS !

(21) He became twenty.

(22) Tt became noon.

(23) It became spring.
& 512, become DEETE T & vz (18)—(20) 1w LT, Zh 5L D
WIBE 2 35 L 5 2R D be Byid o MALHAETY O RBIBESTFAES 2 ¢

(24) He is now twenty.
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(25) It is now noon.

(26) It is now spring.
Arvzr—~rricksd, (1)—Q0) & 2H—26) »H b, HKIERFEEHR T
BT LA EOGABFE ORI Z v, MiHORHABIA -2V L Th
5o

FoFHE 18)—20), 21)—23) HBI v (24)—(26) 122owT, LigoHwr
FRIELZOBEOFAOKEE S 5 12K T 572912, Google books Ngram
Viewer (https://books.google.com/ngrams/) 1< & - T 1920 4 - 1960 4 - 2000 4F-
DHEFITBT 2 s ORBLO MU 2B L7z, TORMBRERLADBIROEK
<H2D :

he has become twenty it has become noon it has become spring
1920 | 0% 1920 | 0% 1920 | 0%
1960 | 0% 1960 | 0% 1960 | 0%
2000 | 0% 2000 | 0% 2000 | 0%
he became twenty it became noon it became spring
1920 | 0.0000006074% 1920 | 0.0000000222% 1920 | 0%
1960 | 0.0000004573% 1960 | 0.0000000245 % 1960 | 0.0000000553%
2000 | 0.0000001766% 2000 | 0.0000000468% 2000 | 0.0000000131 %
he is now twenty it is now noon it is now spring
1920 | 0.0000005003% 1920 | 0.0000004518% 1920 | 0.0000001730%
1960 | 0.0000001709% 1960 | 0.0000002397 % 1960 | 0.0000000669%
2000 | 0.0000001213% 2000 | 0.0000001590% 2000 | 0.0000000911%

LotERoOBRL S, Fin - KKl - FHi0Z L% become VTR THAE (37
bH, become DFHiFEA twenty, noon, spring @ X 5 724k - gl - Tz KT B
DTHBGE), BT TIEOMBUHE 3&E L D BEMFELL, —BIcARE
AR 0RNZ L3 AR B, A, become o BB ETE O XHAELE S 2 be
B o BMBRAR 0 RBRE, —HoXRE - MEARFEZHRCT, zhenicsks
N AERBIAS (KB - R L > TERD S dLBRECHECHET S &
bbb,
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3.2.2 s - BFH) - FEIOEILDRIRE become DIRTEST T 2

1% Google books Ngram Viewer d#FEMEFIZE AT, F#h - gl - FH
DAL % %4 become # V72 KB L O EKXIIOMHOEEZ Rr22s, =T
Bl & 251278 5 72 become DBILETE T 0 B 35 L A REICBE 3 2 FEIZKR D
BRALIHATZ L3 TE 2,

FTH T, —MIT become DIIETE T DRBTIE Z 1 L GHR R ORIUEE &2
FAH L 5 % be BhEa o BABIAEE O RBLAFAE L, #BHF oM 23014 o % 0]
THRBAEMITREN ZH LI 2L v 2L Th b, TTICRAL DT, Fi - el -
FHioZElLERTEILL LT, become DEAET T2 Av72 (18)—(20) (X be
BEFA o BMBRAL 2 w72 Q—(26) 12k - TRET 22 ERFETd 5, F
e - Bkl - FEH OIS FT 2RIV B TRRABETH Y, 2L 2RO
@D 28 nfkbviz 29@B0) 2HVsztnTES !

(27) The Ebola outbreak has become an international health emergency.

(28) She has become President of the National Personnel Authority.

(29) The Ebola outbreak is now an international health emergency.

(30) She is now President of the National Personnel Authority.

(1®)—(20) & X or (27)(28) X FFEA TN ORI R OREAZE L, BIfEH 7=
BIRESER SN L 2R T dIDOTH B, 20—(26) BI e (29 30) 3%
A (BLAERE) FRoR LB 2825 - Aok LI 3 1 2 B 2 OF ¢ Fr D BRI 75 RE ]
D now 1Tk T, 2Dk 3 hEZH > 2 BOBEOH 727 REZ Db D%
ETd0THsY, 2 TabL, WHEE ORI L TEbIER R8N
WHERER TR0 — TZ(oBR | 2 [EbofER] » VS ZETH
D, WIFICH L TRFR-EOMBNAMKRIL L LTokElzRb) 2L Aard
EnTE D, Zfho HERE oL czo TR 28k 2 BFolE, Bk
PEEDORB — BRI Td 2 RRERME (B Lo, #ERBERM) 2FEET 5
dbDTHY, 0k aKIIT X 2 TREM: 2 become OBIAESE T D o 4b
Rz, zoHBBHEOR T2 LR 520TRACHLEZZ LN
59,

FEaz, (18)—(20) » X 31T become DHfiFEAS twenty, noon, spring @ & 5 7z 4
W - e - FHiZRT S 0L - TWASE, EEATFANOHTRIHL oL L -
TH A S 2 RERZD X S REEOFR - Fi%] - FHith s L vd i
%D, ZAUTDWTRTL T &iF, 20k 3 REC ol - Bl - iz, zoM
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B ER CIRE AT S 2 b D TId7 &, BpAZKlAx LB LT v DR vwd 2k
THhb, 2L 23FHoGETHNIL, twenty (205%) TH 2 LT - TdFEEC
FERRMOMZ TET 20K (B - B - K- - ) 28350, ZoiRKeyk
T7z bk Ttwenty ERILL TV 22T ET, ZTOFMAKEMNZFEL F Akl %
DI TIE v, DL I1CEZ2 2L, 20X 312 become DI FRE DR - B
gl - FEi 2R TMELE S 2 LI X 0l - R - FERioZ ke R TRILE, Bk
® become DM - HEEIZ OV To—#E(k (13) 12T 5> TV 5B LT FE V372
WHDTHB728, RAO—RALREEREZRS L ich2LEIZOLNSE, 20X
5 7% become DFEIL & L TOREEM, B—0BR EMHE- T, Tk - Kl - F
HioZ b % become OIAET T EH VTR TR OMIFHE B L OFRE 2T
LTWBDTIEAVHhEEZ NS,

4. 155

AFETIE, HFEO SRR become DR - HEEOFEMEZH L 02T 22 & 2
H7z2o PIOIT become DHEARM 2N - k& BAMIcEE L, Zhucdowctz
OBF OB - AT 2 o0 —fBb 2R L7, 2D LT, become ®FH
ELUTHEBREE s Ic R 2 A Lo FIF, b ofiESHIZOWTHRIRL
ek S B o L LTHE R 72, RIGOAEF ORI become A3V S
NG5 XA T OFRIRH R ORE DAL FAE ST, Pl - FEx] - FHRIOZ
{b > FEBLIZ become DHAETE T A & 254 3 BUET T — i il 2 81
RAEFE DKL O — B R A L 72 BRe 25w it 5 = Lichn 2 C,
ERb 40 5/ DR R 0 2 b 0 REAARE IR U Tk s % L IEEvaszzw
728, b ORIIERITEMICHERS 5 L 2@ U7z, 2hbiFTT, &
& become AZ N EXIHT B L ENDHAGED [0 Wb & HTHEA
REATHBZ L2RTIDTH 5,

=

1. LI'FTHIZ become &7 3 Hdid, HAHEIET L LTD become D Z & 2T b0 LT 2,
2. Z o4, become a problem # AAFECTHIZ [FEIZA2 2] LIRTOREXDEED
KR ELTHOTEAEVCERDbDNS, 2, HAED FBICA 2 | 32 0EERFN
DIRMEOENZ EET 2 LEROBR VNS TH B, 72 & 213 [HoAEDEZ, o
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FiroB S AMEICh 72 LI GA, BFE HoRfToES ) s GRimod
T) Lo LhiFshrsivwiz iz, 2AOB®RES-LAES I B 100D L
FEDBERTO) SO ANE Uz L2 BRT 2b Tl EEZ LN,
3. z#llstiz, become A% [Z{bo@FE | 1IZE & 2 < ookt LT get 3 £ boss R
2 (oW HIEET 2 EbeRod 2 L2 AL L) BfEfTh) ik v EAE
QEVvrEVAD S (cf Quirk et al. 1985: 1174), Z DFEWIZIR DA I3 5 73 A[
Hetk ORI BBl 2

(a) *Become ready!

(b) Get ready!
Swan (2005: 103) » %M,

4, Zzo X 5 ARBHRIZH T, Z0to AEFAG [ RIGDOAE (the infinitive of reaction) |

LEEN D Z Ea3d B (Jespersen 1940: 259-260), Duffley (1992: 123) =5,

5. Duffley (1992: 123-125) # %M, Duffley (3#AEEFA O EFEAFHMIZ L - TIHS LD A
NZEDOHREDOFZIF LDFTITOWTED L S AN BN Z2HT 20 EmcB LT, E
B DHBIT to REFA K 2HA L that Hirs 25ATEVSH 2 L LT, RoOPl 22T
T35 (Duffley 1992: 124) :

(a) T was glad to see the police car come around the corner.
(b) T was glad I saw the police car come around the corner.

(DL A FFEA TN DR R TH 2aEH Mo SES R LIk Tz Lz
WH LT - T T, EBEROHNRKLZONA 2L FICEARZ L2ETH, DD
BAEEERERZO L) ARG TV LV AR AV 0 L LTERERTWS LD
ZLETH B,

6. (18)—(20), (21)—(23) F X & (24)—(26) B3 2 HW 13— K @ Christopher
Sullivan K12 X %, Sullivan K12 % Google books Ngram Viewer 12 & 258 D iz 2w
T ZHBORE N2\, TR LTHEZER L2,

1. £FRICHWT, KO BBBE OBIEIZSLBERB O BHEAARXTF- 0L 4 LN TFogE
OHEDOFZRLTdH %,

8. BEMAIZ now » Z @ X 3 & fREIc ©vTl3, Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 1558) #
ZM, 723, 2D X ) 7% now (& become DEBIFETE T O BREM AR RBLLS T & 5 <
WoHh, BTRicw onflzdio Tk e

I'm now ready to answer your questions. (OALD®)

(BB E 22BN TEE LA/ FRA22LNTERL5TARVE L)
Now with CD-ROM (Collins COBUILD SD°, &40

(ARSI S £ TR R CoATIfT S T w7249 4813 CD-ROM A =127 b %
L72)

EEA executive director Hans Bruyninckx said that EU nations had made consider-
able progress over recent decades to reduce the visible signs of air pollution, with
cities now no longer shrouded in blankets of smog. (BBC News, October 15, 2013)
(ATEBIRFRHFHIRAET Y 7ICBEND LV T ENB LR 72)

I now respect people who write books. It's a much more complex process than I
thought. (The Telegraph, October 22, 2009)
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(BeEIAZBIC—HBEL L) 1Tkho72)
Scientists now believe that the bones belong to a different species of reptile.
(MWALED)
Two-thirds of Americans now believe global warming is real.
http://www.ns.umich.edu/new/multimedia/videos/21262-two-thirds-of-americans-
now-believe-global-warming-is-real
(ATIEZDIITEL2E3 87/ L5 L5107k > TW3)
Wind Power Now Represents 5% Of California’s Electricity Generation
http://www.nawindpower.com/naw/el07_plugins/content/content.php ?content.9326
ATRBEIBAY) 7+ =7 DREEDE% 2 HDZ L 5172/ 15 L 51Tk
>TW3)

9. BIARFHEOKRB B ofmMt L L TombREEmM - #ERBEmMcowvTi, B

(1972: 43-52, 103-108) \HBRENBLE M D 5, FRTBF] (1972: 46, 105-106) %S,

(D&t

Tannen, Deborah (1986) That’s Not What I Meant!: How Conversational Style Makes or
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Tannen, Deborah (2006) You're Wearing That?: Understanding Mothers and Daughters in
Conversation. New York: Ballantine Books.
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CALD?= Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 3rd edition.

CDAE"= Cambridge Dictionary of American English, 2nd edition.

Chambers SD = Chambers Student Learners’ Dictionary.

Collins COBUILD SD*= Collins COBUILD Student’s Dictionary, 3rd edition.
MWALED = Merriam-Webster’s Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary.
OALD®= Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, 8th edition.
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