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(Abstract)

The semantic difference between the find+that-clause construction and its single-
clause counterpart, the find + O+ C construction, is often characterized in terms of
the notion of proximity/distance. This paper attempts to show a limitation of the
iconicity-based approach and offer an alternative analysis of the semantics of the
former structure that involves an objectification of the propositional content of the
subordinate clause, as well as a metaphorical extension of the object of the action
denoted by the main verb. The analysis additionally suggests that the find+that-
clause construction exhibits varying degrees of indirectness depending on the
nature of the finding described.

1. &t

H BB NT, BEEBFASHEEZ L 256, £ O XOBEREESRME (co-
nicity) ®RR|D—oTd 2 etk FEEto iR (principle of proximity/distance) o
EhSHsh sz End s, 728218, koflz5M (Dirven and Verspoor
2004: 10) :

(1) Imade ker leave.

(2) 1 wanted her to leave.

(3)  Ihoped that she would leave.

ZHHIZHWT, EXOFFEORE - JHAEASH X 0RITH O EERIC KT T8
D BV CTEHEENTH Y, ZoBE5EX0HE ("made”) & #iXHN OB
(“leave”) & DEEEAIR/NTH 2D LT, (2) 32D X 5 LN tE
SCENE LSO BN & OB (D oFE Lo RE L, ) BZo k) g
A TmMEEH O BERsERTH B LR AaE 5P,

LCBIIR U7z gett B oo BRI (AR 4 o0 4 SR o0 REBRIN AR & 2 A — 11 7 B
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CHPT 2z LZ2AHEICT 2D DTH B A, AFTI3H find 234 XHE7E O
(NP)+C B L i that iz & 2HA1CoWT, 2Dk 3 mEGEMOFEAIcEo <)
W& et L%k, oA %R L, find+that IO OEKRZ BN I Y
LR TRHEO T A L2 ET, find DHMWGFE L LTHv S M7z that HioiE
ERMESFICEICTHELOB®RZHE L, o LTitkostrics kit
Sz BICOoOVTy TR AN ER S,

2. find DX E—Afind+0+C & find+that &

2.1 FEBEHEORANICED A

B3 find (IHHCHEE L LT, ko X 5120 (NP)+C, O (NP) +to be+C # &
Uthatffiz &3 Z &A3TE S !

(4a) I find the chair comfortable.

(4b) I find the chair to be comfortable.

(4c) 1 find that the chair is comfortable. (4a—c, #h_L 2006 : 73)

(4a) W =>d NP (‘T & “the chair”) A3[F UofiohoxiEe HNETH Y,
FHOBEEAITAS, (4o) FZh b D NP iZ 2z ZnEHE L EBREICES T b h
THH, XoEENFIIHEL T2, 20X ) RRBABEROEEELZNL 25
LRI ER L oM oG ZERICES T, bk (2006 : 73) RO & 5
AT B

(B) e ((4a-c) 13) EDXIMTOEY LMD X SIZOoTRHRATW3D
FTH D08, - ((42) 13) B - & DEFEMNRERIZIESCTE b O

NIVEESTWBENISR2E 2 288 2Lz AT THAT
WCHE > TZ DO M ZA L TWD VIR TH LRI — v )&
UAST %, ZAUTH LT, ((do) ) HWroRlsss - LN THd 2
Y3 nGA, 2B X EZHETAMOADTF R L ZRTIC
L TAHT, ZOREOREZ R a2 S8 0 Mo X vd o &HE LT
BEVSEIIREETH B, (UD) DX 3 aE Ik M7 fL
BEHD 5,

(4a—c) >, ZzTid Qa) BILK o) ITFEFHT R Z LITT 2L, zheh

DXDOREEIZRD L D ITRTZENTES .

(4a) S (NP +find+0O (NP2) +C
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(4¢c) Si (NP +find + that #i (S; (NP2) +is+C)

o T B) DNEZEEDDE, RDLIITRBTHD S !

(6)  (4a) 1S (NP & O (NP2) 28[E—HiN &v ) flhid Erge L 7= ic s v,
S (NP) 12X %0 (NP2 0#kEs &5 EHERZRILZES T O (NP
BCThHaEHELTVEDITHLT, Ao S (NP & S: (NP2)
NELLECH - THEE EHinTH Y, SO (NP &S (NP2 & EHERS
b BT LT TS O RIEEN RIS WT S, (NP2) 23C TH 5 &4
FELTWVWB®

(4a) (4c) o4, Ml BRIz znEEN - HENTH 22 L0,

KN - BN EE Wi 2R T LE I LNTEZTHA ), NP1 & NP,
DS EOFREAZ e BB AR TEROBE N - M LHEET 2 v 2
LTh D,

2.2 FEEEORAICED L AFOBER
ETixS (NP) +find+0O (NP2) +C & & &S (NP +find + that & (Sz (NP2)
+is+C) MR TR OE N 2 RO T 0 —>TH 2 T8t/ o Al &
DVTIRZ DD 2B L7243, 2z CRI>_EHE ML LT, BEOMToucH
B E SRR 2R L, BTEO L S wwEBENRE kiR Tz LT ER Y
DHEIDEVD E2d B, 2+ LT, Langacker (1991) 3 X ©X Verspoor
(1999) % Borkin (1973) o 2N 3 2B TKRD & S 12T 5 ¢
(7)  As Borkin described it, (the sentence Susan found that the bed was
uncomfortable) might be used if Susan had searched through her files to
learn the results of consumer reaction tests, ... (Langacker 1991: 450)
(8)  According to Borkin, (the sentence Susan found that the bed was uncom-
fortable) might be used if Susan’s finding was based on some indirect
evidence, such as consumer reaction test results, ... (Verspoor 1999: 506;
cf. ¥F#F 2014 : 102, 103)
(7)(®) 1k 3 &, Susan found that the bed was uncomfortable &\~ % 3Zi% NPy
(“Susan™) #8 (7 s AL ZRBE LA E SITHTEAMEE 7 >y — o Z L2
mE D) NI ST that i TF 2 3 NE (“the bed was uncom-
fortable”) Z YW FER L 725 von s maetEs® 2/ Hvoh s mass S
LW ZEThs, 2hiz ) Ot DEEZ LB, 2
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THEBTSZ L3, S (NP +find +that fi (S2 (NP2) +is+C) 3w S 2
DT D L BRI R 2R TE A RO 0D Lz~ s T &
WA ETH B, 3512, Lakoff and Johnson (1980) @iz RTH Z Lizd 5 ¢

(9)  The following pair are even subtler:

I found that the chair was comfortable.
I found the chair comfortable.
The second sentence indicates that I found out that the chair was com-
fortable by direct experience—by sitting in it. The first sentence leaves
open the possibility that I found it out indirectly—say, by asking people
or taking a survey. (Lakoff and Johnson 1980: 130)
(9 itk 3E, FENP (=3E#) o NP2 (‘the chair”) 12564 5 B 7 #%
Buc L 2R HMi 2 KT 25, B-NEFEESANCHLVAEZ LV T 2%
DFEC L - CHIBEMZEIER MK 2 Lz v) TR 2E3 (“leaves open the
possibility”) | £V ZEThHY, ZhiFThbD, B XIFEBENR/ERICL 2
FHRHW 2 L7z v R BRI v L2 BT 20 0 LHEfET 2 2 Las
T&E 5,

(ND—(9) oftiks 5, Si (NP1 +find + that #i (S: (NP2) +is+C) (X[ o
B T EENEFERL W 2RI HAICOMeon S 22 LaRRENS S, %
cES s 2 LAnshaplz AH3 o 3RETE v, Ko—Hfiz LTaH X
)

(10) Most people imagine Chinese must be a very difficult language to learn.
However, after shedding some of the possible preconceptions about lan-
guage that you may have, you may well find that spoken Chinese is not
as difficult as you had thought—you may even find it comparatively
easy! (Scurfield 1991: Introduction)

(10) FHPEFEOHEEOFHROENTH 525, FH—Ho find A3 that iz & 5> Tw
%, Z#iI NP1 (“you”) 23, NP2 (“spoken Chinese”) gL /RT d DIz Zhdd
SRR T 2 REESE VLRI ENER L CTH Y, oL IEMEN
R DOTIRZESHASOEBENERBICESIDTH D, 5T, RoOBzHR

(11)  “When I first went to the Arab World back in the 1970s, I noticed how

hospitable people are. Before going there people told me you have to be

careful, so there was already a stereotype that had been created in my
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mind, when in fact I found that people there are very much like the peo-
ple that I came from in Kentucky,” he says. (VOA News, October 30,
2009)
(D EKEr > 2 o F - M F OFEH 2 1970 FRucwodCcr 7 7R 23R L7
LEDZLIZOVTHE 723D TH 5, NP1 (“T") 238 NP2 (“people there”) 1ZEE:
SNFER, B0 TwhATFrd a4 73Rk 572, that fiic s - TF
ENAHEMEFER L Lz THY, zoFRIE 10) oLE LREASORE
BRI EOLCbDTH B, ko (12)—14) dFERcEz N3 ¢
(12) 1 think that you'll find she’s very accessible. (LDCE®, “accessible”) ¥
(13) 1 had a wonderful experience. I found that she was very caring and com-
passionate. Knowledgeable about mood disorders. She helped me and my
daughter through a difficult time. I would highly recommend her. (she =
FEHEDHH > TV L T © 2 b))
https://m.yellowpages.com/fall-river-ma/mip/tapestry-psychotherapy-509
802329
(14) We both kept silence for some minutes. When I raised my eyes, I found
that she was steadily observant of me. Perhaps she had followed the cur-
rent of my mind; for it seemed to me an easy one to track now, wilful as
it had been once. (Charles Dickens, David Copperfield)
zhboflpad ki, St (NP +find +that #i (S (NP2) +is+C) &l
TR IR e R CPIRNCBRE & e, BN R R 2 R TG E D AL
TEHZEBb2BY, Zoz Lk, St (NP +find +that & (S2 (NP2) +is+C)
DEKRE LTRTE72 3 ) nHEOFAIIcE S < S (NPD +find+0 (NP2) +C
EORIUT BN TRBO T 20 Tir7aL, HOMELLERET L EBBETH S
ZEERLTWE EF R 5,

3. find+that EIFEX DEK

2. TIxS (NP +find+0O (NP2) +C & Si (NP +find + that &i (Sz (NP2) +is
+C) DERMMEZ OB OB M» LR Z 20 2 et L, ZoRM %8
L7 ETlliHoMoMNBICEREO R ZE T E 72205, UFTREHEOAIC
HaE 24T, 2RI ERZBIMCL W ZYACEBES T2z L 2ila 2,
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find DHWFE L LTHV O that IDMIES T DH 0 I SEmERD A Z &
w3 B,

3.1 find PRITITADHRETADIRAZS

Langacker (3l XX H5 % that o & E(E Z o HiAKTMENE O [ FHRIbL &EKH
1B ## (objectification,objective construal) | T & % & i < T\ % (Langacker
1991: 447; Langacker 2008: 444), Z#U3HisE 343, that iz ZzoMmENEZ [ =
Mb (FEFE ) T35 0TH Y, that @ik T GLEMT F 72 kA
BFB) —o0 a2t (FFR)2ERLTVIEENIZLTHE, £95T5LS
(NPy) +find + that i (Se (NP2) +is+C) %, & HBNEFEL L TRAZLN
Zthat ffioFM— T= b (FF)| — 1S (NP 3L, ERELO
ZOEWERRLL: CHEBL2Z LE2RT LBy LnTE 29, KR
BORBOERENEERETHY, TOREL/EHBOFERUENEHNTH 2
DB T D 551320 L3R ORTOMETS 5,

Si (NP1 +find + that & o WS SRR O K72 TRBRAN 2R Ic ko vwTZ o
YR ABZETE 228, 22 CHYE find IR i onTAH LEE L
THE0E/R S, find FHHH & LT, that HILISHZEHEONP 2 & - THW SR
286 55, RoOBlZZ

(15) I found that the chair was comfortable. (cf. (9))

(16) If I found a wallet in the street, I'd take it to the police station. (Murphy

2004: 76)

(16) o found D #EBIFHH o NP (“a wallet”) TH % oizxt LT, (15) (& that
#i (“that the chair was comfortable”) T %23, W33+ d found o HWFE
TaY, Bolcix A5 & (16) OB)F find D HEHEIRFITLTWS LT A %,
WHEONP @ =7 (EY)) 2LKL, thatffid M=+ (FEER) 240, 16)
& (15) wkwTindidzhzh =/ 0RR/HiB| o l= oL/ #E
B 2RTOICHVOLATVS Z L1242 528, 24l find B8R TIT RO R A
REAHEZZ OGNS [ ] 005 T2t | ~NEHIRL7ZZDDELHLZZZ E3TE
57, bbb, Zofindd —ODHER, KD A4 7 7 —IXBEST ST
BEBEZDHZLENTES !

A7) =+ (FEHE) =/ (A TH3
o, T=7 (A1 & NESEoedk) LLTiRAoh, T2 (FH] B
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zokindollTiRAOND, (16)(15) BLTFE 5 &, (16) i “a wallet
Qo) 2 T —onfify) L LTRERLIZEVIZETHY, (15) &
“that the chair was comfortable (Z DT (ZEE D LA L5725 2 L) %
(ot —onFEFE| LLTRERALLLVI ZLTH D,

PRz St (NP +find + that i 2 v < Db fli o T <

(18) 1 found I had forgotten my phone. (Chambers)

(19) I found (that) I could easily swim a mile. (CALD?)

(200 We came home to find (that) the cat had had kittens. (CALD®)

(21) The two biologists found, to their surprise, that both groups of birds sur-
vived equally well. (Collins COBUILD")

(22) A study found that all living Aboriginal Australians descend from a sin-
gle founding population that arrived about 50,000 years ago. (The New
York Times, MARCH 8, 2017)

(23) Some time ago I noticed that the English conversation school where I
was working, hadn't paid me for three months. Payment was made
through the bank by jido shiharai’ or automatic payment system. “But
we HAVE paid you,” the school accountant told me. When she looked
into the matter she found she had made a strange mistake. There was
another teacher there whose name was Paul Bryan. She had confused
his name of Paul Bryan with my name which is Brian Powle. She had
paid MY money into HIS bank account! (Brian W.Powle, “News of
Human Interest 10")®

zo (18)—(23) »5bas L 51T, St (NP +find i2#: < that fi o ik#B o> 38
Flidbe TH 2 ELBRST, zhldSNDb Db A[RETH 2, EROHIHNZHT 3
X EpFoRE iR, 2412S (NPD +find+0 (NP2) +C & oxBAE# S LT
7z LitERT 20 TH B,

3.2 find PERITITADOEEME

BIETCHAEET L7z X S, Bt omAhcEkos <o tid, S (NPD +find+0
(NP2) +C & S (NP +find + that i (Se (NP2) +is+C) i2&WTS (NP) & Sy
(NP2) B b b BB Y HITERKFET 284 0fTEDD O T] — T DITRIEEE
MM 2 — AR O P OTH - 72 TZTHRBIZ L2V DIE, Z0 X 5 7%iE
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TONFIZHBNT, Zofrhss TN LHBiSh ) 2 S (NP +find + that ffi
(S: (NPD+VP) ZEDII BTy —%2RLIB0EVIHMTHE, 722l
Eo (22) ® (23) o477 L, NP (“A study” “she”) (% NP2 (“all living Aborig-
inal Australians” “she”) & EHEMICED YA D L 3B 2 E720, ZOfTR ke
MR/ B THDZ LIThBA, 20X ) ARR/HiBICE 2 BEICHNT,
NPy (3R E (that HiCizE A SNTwVv) Fx o / LREENY - EEAICE
b TRz el ens, R L TROHEREITHD I 0!

(24) 1 found that the chair was comfortable. (= (15))

(25) When I arrived at the airport, I found (that) the plane for Paris had
already left. (= # — v 7/ 2&4H 1984: 156)

(26) More used to photographing people like model and actress Lily Cole, Ms
Farmer said: “I was spending a lot of time in glamorous places, but there
was always poverty around, and I found that 5000 children were dying
each day from dirty water.” (BBC News, 8 March 2013)

24— (26) DG4, find A& > TV 5 that 13 S1 (NP 2348840 5 W&E L2F
AR ER L 0D LT 2 2 L RETH AV, £ R LT B E, S (NP
D XS REWMOREEIC & b BT that ISR T FMERR Lz @B L
72EE o TIves, Zogs 2223 ok 5i2S (NP i (thatfics kst
TV bDEED) »HREDRMZ0 T S2nnE /7 LREEIN - B D
DVEI 7R ADMRLELTED L I BEL/EEZ LzoTE VL LR, %
DTy THEEME ] ot (22)(23) oHa v dEvT Litikd, $7abb,
Zo iR TR ¥R s 2 S (NPD +find+that fion 7 =9 — i3, 17
BB OREICEND B A > S =h oo T EF R 5, (22)—(26) 12l
LTIRRD X 312725 .

27 frR oM o REkE @ (24) (25) (26) > (22) (23)

find #3 & % that HiSERENHEREXR L T2 LI 254, BoWNA ML
N7 NBbDTH B0, DL )7k that i Lk L7z [FioK
HHHEE | LV R Lo R T W EE L oD, ZoA, find XTI
DORFEE 2 E <, Zhbofilix TN &A% S5 S (NP +find + that fio
BT Y —DHBNE A S - R L TN B EER B ENTES, AT
XTI LDONIELONT Y —Th-Tsd, TONHI—BETIEAR N
ERRLTWBEFZABTHHD D,
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4. ¥R

AFaTi3, Bhi find 2SHSCREE O (NP) +C 3 X Ui that fi 2 & 28812200,
FhtEo Rl o—>oTd 2tk /BB AT &S < Hfr 2 Bt L 2 o RS 2 4
fifi L72%%, find+that fioANcfEM 24T, 2R T ERZRBINC L v 247k
ETH#Hog sz Lzl a7, S (NPD +find+that Hi (S: (NP2) +VP) 123w
T, find BRKTITAONRTH 5 that HiIFHEML 2 5z =2 b (FER) 2%
L, 20X 7%=t —=7 (¥ »o0iEke LT, EnEoetk: LTRZ
phzab—%S (NP) 2BHER/EBOWR LT 208D/ TH S LBE
L7zo 251, EROMTTIES (NP) &S (NP2 Lofibyavodmy e
M4 217805 0 JinsErlbs T 7228, Zofrkss TR LHEFs )
% S1 (NP +find + that £ (Sz (NP2) + VP) 1%, that fissst#i2s 55 & 5
FRMERZ K L find 23 & 2 that IOARBE R LRI TH 2562818 L 4 3
AFEY =FERLTNDZ L ERBEL,

=

1.0 itk /B0 71l 35 & orz A L IREERNE 2SRl SOREIE 7 & B Lo L o iz owT
%, Dirven and Verspoor (2004:10), Radden and Dirven (2007:53) # X Uk Taylor
(2002: 46, 47, 432, 433) =4,

2. (D FHXRIITROERSZ O TR/ZITR o722, (=Shelef) #RL, fliXas
KTFHOEBMNEE I, DQ) CRZFOEEIT RV, ZHiES+HV+0+Inf.
B oo TH %, Duffley (1992) % ZHd,

3. 2®»S (NP) +find+0O (NP2)+C & Si (NP +find + that #i (S: (NP2) +is+C) D&
BRI 72T DOV TIE, 20 X ) e oMo EEEE - BEEE0Z2, e s hz s
DEBE - FBE LV ApSRZONZ LD H B, A (2010:199) 5 X BRI
(2011: 81) =M,

4. Z oPlTii find DHITHISERE that BAEE S TV, 18 25,

5. sk (1980: 564, 565), <4 — L 7/ tE (1984:157) X i — =7 2°“find” ¥ &,

6. cozbtns, H3ITEALAEAH (2010:199) & &L (2011: 81) ofEh§icizz 44
BhdEEZLNLS,

7. zzto F=7 (EY) ) & TEED ) 2Tl [EED AREE L)) 3
DEFTD, Lo T, 728 2131 found him in the street \Z3F 5 him b [ £/ | 128
Iz, ¥/, ThnErIITLEONGE L Cfind R T= AP & T2+ (F
%) | oAl RE R BhEA & LTz discover 238 % 23, discover (3dH 5 ® /= b &)
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OT (Eszhi-1) BATIHACH - 0@ TH S (Dixon 2005: 133),

8. (19— 0 B (23) oflTid found DEIZHI I that NEME S TV B2 F 7=
B ETHETH 2, that DEBROEREMEIC OV C I Langacker (2008: 444) % %8,
9. o X5 APNTH T, that HissBr s (ZEW WG S -SHEAEREET
B, ko X 512 find ofUb v iz learn ZHVWTHE T Z &8 TE 3 ¢
When I arrived at the airport, I learned (that) the plane for Paris had already left.
JEH learn+that #iiZ = o X 3 1244 & 0 SREMIEHR OS2 £ L, find LR 0174
FHROBEBEMN IR X 2 TERIETER S 7,

(70t

Scurfield, Elizabeth (1991) Teach Yourself Chinese: A Complete Course for Beginners.
Sevenoaks, Kent: Hodder and Stoughton.

Chambers = Chambers Student Learners’ Dictionary.

CALD?= Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 3rd edition.

Collins COBUILD' = Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of English, Tth edition.

LDCE®= Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 3rd edition.

BEXHR

B (201D FELSR O A7z e 383E o LEA R Vo] B 5B,

Mt EsEE (20060) THEFEDOR - ARG ORI (2 LIE0FEW® o L <AL F R T AARBGE
L 2o

AIEFER (2010) T4 £ — 2 TP Z ZEEERE—RME 2 M U2 EBYEHE—J
HOR B,

WK (Bi) (1980) THEFEIEABYFTEIT HOR @ DFIUA ARG

Srrveovwhr—L 7/ 0RESE (1984) T7 49 » AZE] B seoediEt.

B () (2014) T2 — =7 23 95 ) 80 - KEfEEE, (S-=72)

FPRAR (2014) T7 » > &4 > 2 VRMEFEF] HR L 02 LEE,
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of Chicago Press.

Langacker, Ronald W. (1991) Foundations of Cognitive Grammar, vol. 2: Descriptive Appli-
cation. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
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