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POCHEE

A study on Longming dialect of Zhuang language

This study describes the Longming “Jy %" dialect (hereinafter referred to as Longming dialect)
which is the author’s mother tongue. The Longming dialect is one of the regional varieties of the
Zhuang “f1-7E” (11: means a Chinese ethnic minority group; Chuang) language which is a member
of the branch of Central Tai language of the Tai-Kadai Language Family. No study has been reported
on the Longming dialect. In this paper, the following two research methods are employed. One
method depends on the introspection of the author as a native speaker, while the other is based on
acoustic phonetic research by which the data is microscopically examined. The main subject of this
study is the synchronic description of the phonemes and tones of the Longming dialect. From this
viewpoint, the present paper proposes new notation methods of the Longming dialect which does not
possess writing.

This paper consists of 6 chapters and an appendix.

First, Introductory Chapter explains the identification of the research problems, the significance
of the research and the outline of the Zhuang language. Also, the Zhuang language spoken by
Zhuang people is briefly introduced. Then, Introductory Chapter discusses the object of this study,
previous studies, research methods relating thereto, etc.

Chapter 1 introduces the background for the sake of understanding the study and then analyzes
the phonetic system of the Longming dialect. As the results of an evidence-based phonemic analysis,
23, 12 and 9 phonemes are established respectively as onsets, vowels and codas, respectively.

Also, the Longming dialect has consonant clusters. Chapter 1 discloses that: consonant clusters are
limited to the onsets; each consonant cluster has two consonants at the most; and the second
consonant is essentially either /w/ or /j/. The Longming dialect has two syllable types, i.e., sonorant-
final syllables (flat syllables) and obstruent-final syllables (double consonant syllables). It is also
found that the Longming dialect has 6 kinds of syllable structures. Finally, Chapter 1 summarizes the
results of analysis in order to establish a phoneme inventory and, as a result, provides a total

inventory of the Longming dialect syllables, namely, so-called " Rhyme Table ".

Chapter 2 examines the tone systems of monosyllables in the Longming dialect and
diachronically discusses these tone systems. Based on analysis data obtained by using the phonetic
analysis software Praat, the tones in monosyllables in the Longming dialect are classified by way of
trial.  Thus, it is found that the Longming dialect has 5 tone types (A1, A2, B1, B2 and C) in live
syllable (smooth syllable) and 5 tone types (DS1, DS2, DL1, DL2 and DS1') in dead

syllable(checked syllable). From a diachronic viewpoint, the following 2 points are disclosed. 1)
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Splits are observed in the protolanguage tones *A and *B but not in tone *C. Therefore, the number
of tone types in flat syllables in the Longming dialect is less by one than those of other Zhuang
language dialects. 2) The number of tone types in double consonant syllables in the Longming
dialect is more by one than those of other Zhuang language dialects. In summary, Chapter 2 points
out that, since no split arises in the protolanguage tone *C, the Longming dialect has a classical tone
system and more faithfully maintains the protolanguage system and, at the same time, the
development of the unique tone type DS1' is an innovative characteristic of the Longming dialect
that is not observed in other dialects.

Chapter 3 discusses whether or not tone sandhi, which is observed in some tonal languages, is
observed in the Longming dialect. Based on the analysis of disyllables using Praat, sandhi
mechanisms of the individual tones are clarified. ~As the results of the phonetic analysis, it is
concluded that no tone sandhi is observed in the disyllables in the Longming dialect. When followed
by another syllable, however, the duration of a syllable is shortened and the original tone of the
syllable is realized exclusively in the first half, thus showing a tone sandhi. Moreover, Chapter 3
proposes a new idea of unifying together tones with the same tonal value regardless of the syllable
structures or vowel lengths so that the number of tone types can be lessened from 10 to 5. By
employing this idea, the tone system of the Longming dialect can be more simply summarized.

In Chapter 4, new notation methods of the Longming dialect, wherein different symbols are
assigned to the respective phonemes and tones, are tentatively proposed on the basis of the phonemic
system and tone system of the Longming dialect clarified in the previous chapters. This paper
proposes not an orthography but notation systems. These tentative notation methods aim at
achieving both a linguistic notation necessary for the author's research and a communicative notation
available for members of the Longming dialect community. As a result, it is expected that grammar
tests, lexical lists, folk tales and so on written by the author will be directly passed on the Longming
dialect community.

In Final Chapter, the achievements of this study and problems in future are briefly described.
Based on these achievements, the problems to be solved include: to further discuss important aspects
of the Longming dialect, i.e., grammar, history, comparison with other Zhuang language dialects and
so on; to understand the positioning of the Longming dialect in the Tai-Kadai Language Family; and
to clarify the diachronic process of tones in the whole Tai-Kadai Language Family.

As the appendix, a lexical list containing about 5,000 Longming dialect terms is provided. This
lexical list itself, which includes the corresponding meanings of the respective terms in Japanese,

English and Chinese, can be separately used as a dictionary.
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