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SOME four miles distant from one of our northern
manufacturing towns, in the year 18—, was a wide
and desolate common; a more dreary spot it is im-
possible to conceive——the herbage grew up in sickly
patches from the midst of a black and stony soil.
Not a tree was to be seen in the whole of the com-
fortless expanse. Nature herself had seemed to desert
the solitude, as if scared by the ceaseless din of the
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neighbouring forges; and even Art, which presses
all things into service, had disdained to cull use or
beauty from these unpromising demesnes. There was
something weird and primeval in the aspect of the
place ; especially...
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I heard the heavy bolts and bats of a door slowly
withdrawn; and in a few moments, a harsh voice
said, in the thieves’ dialect,——

“Ruffling Job, my prince of prigs, is that you ? are
you come to the ken alone, or do you carry doub-
le?” (Pelham, Chap. LXXXII.)

His conductor, catching him by the arm, pushed
open the door of a house near Field Lane; and, draw-

ing him into the passage, closed it behind them.
“Now, then ! ” cried a voice from below, in reply
to a whistle from the Dodger.
“Plummy and slam ! ” was the reply. (Oliver Twist,
Chap. VIIL)
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