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I scarcely had one night of quiet sleep
Such ghastly visions had I of despair

a &

And tyranny, and mawﬂaﬁgﬁ.% death,

And long orations which in dreams I pleaded
Before unjust Tribunals, with a voice

Labouring, a brain confused, and a sense,

Of treachery and desertion in the place

The holiest that I know of, my own soul. (Prelude,
1805, 11. 374—81.)
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An inventive Age

Has wrought, if not with speed of magie, yet

To most strange issues. I have lived to mark

A new and unforseen creation rise

From out the labours of a peaceful Land

Wielding her potent enginery to frame

And to produce, with appetite as keen

As that of war, which rests not night or day,
Industrious to destroy ! (The Excursion, Bk. VIII,
1. 87—95)
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My mind did at this spectacle turn round

As with the night of waters, and it seem’d

To me that in this Label was a type,

Or emblem, of the utmost that we know,

Both of ourselves and of the universe;

And on the shape of the unmoving man,’

His fixéd face and sightless eyes, I look’d

As if admonsih’d from another world. \
(Prelude, 1805, 11. 615—22)
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