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Proclamation by the President with respect to Coastal Fisheries in certain areas of the High Seas.
September 28, 1945.

Whereas for some years the Government of the United States of America has viewed with concern the inadequacy
of present arrangements for the protection and perpetuation of the fishery resources contiguous to its coasts, and
in view of the potentially disturbing effect of this situation, has carefully studied the possibility of improving the
jurisdiction basic for conservation measures and international cooperation in this field ; and

Whereas such fishery .Homoﬁaomm have a special &b.@oﬁmbom to coastal community as a source of livelihood and to
the nation as a food and industrial resource; and

Whereas the progressive development of new methods and techniques contribute to intensified fishing over wide
sea areas and in certain cases seriously threatens fisheries with depletion ; and

Srmammm.nwoa is an Eﬁouﬂ need to protect coastal fishery resources from destructive mMEo#mﬁobw having due
regard to conditions peculiar to each region and situation and to the special rights and equities of the Coastal Sta-
tes and of any other states which may have mmnwv:mr&. a legitimate interest therein;

Now, gm?&o»ﬁ I, Hary S. Truman, President of the United States of America, do hereby .EOQ&B the following

policy of the United States of America with respect to coastal fisheries in certain areas of the high seas:

¥
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In view of the pressing need for conservation and protection of fishery resources, the Government of the United
States regards it as proper to establish conservation zones in those areas of the high seas oonamﬁosm to the coasts
of the Qu#mm States wherein fishing activities have been or in the future may be developed and maintained on a
substantjal scale. Where such activities have been or shall hereafter be moi&o@& and maintained by its nationals
alone, the United States regards it as proper to establish explicitly bounded conservation zones in which fishing
activities shall be subject to the .ammammod and control of the United States. Where such activities have been or
shall hereafter be Hmwﬁameﬂw developed and maintained jointly by nationals of the United States and nationals
of other States, explicitly bounded conservation zones may be established under mmamm_a‘mﬂﬁm between the United
States and such other States; and all fishing activities in such zones shall be subject to regulation and control
as provided in such agreements. The right of any State to establish conservation zones off its shores in accordance
with the above principles is conceded, provided that corresponding recongnition is given to any fishing interests of
nationals of the United States which may exist in such areas. The character as high seas of the areas in which

such conservation zones are established and the right to their free and unimpeded navigation are in no way thus

affected.
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Article 1

States whose nationals are engaged in fishing in any area of the high seas may regulate and control fishing ace
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tivities in such area for the purpose of ?mmo?.?m its resources from extermination. If the nationals of several states
are thus engaged in an area, such measures shall be taken by those states in concert; if the nationals of only one
state are thus engaged in a given area, that state may take such measures in the area. If any part of an area is
_situated within 100 miles of the territorial waters of a Coastal state, that state is entitled to take port on an equal
footing in any system of regulation, even though its nationals do not carry on fishing in the area. In no circum-
stances, however, may an area be closed to nationals of other states wishing to engage in fishing activities.
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Article 2

Competence should be conferred on a @mﬁsmugn international body to conduct continuous investigations of the
world’s fisheries and the methods employed in exploiting them. Such body should also be empowered to make regula-
tions for conservatry measures to be applied by the states whose nationals are engaged in fishing in any particular

area where the states concerned are unable to agree amongest themselves.
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W. M. Chapman ; “ Management of Marine Resources, ” address made before the Fishing Industry Conference of
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gmam at Rockland, Maine, Aug. 5, 1949,
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