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(T1] 7

The economic interaction between the United States and Japan is an endlessly
fascinating subject. From the mid-1950s, after its remarkable recovery from wartime
devastation, through the 1980s, Japan expanded faster than any other major industrial
economy. It largely displaced America as the dominant player in worldwide markets for
manufactures — first in light industries such as textiles and consumer goods, and then in
many areas requiring prime engineering skills, such as automobiles and electrical
machinery. Even from 1992 to 1995, when Japan suffered a prolonged economic recession
(which is part of the syndrome of the ever-higher yen, to be explained in this chapter), its

trade surpluses in high-technology industrial goods remained robust.

Innumerable books, journal articles, and newspaper stories sought to explain

Japan’s mercantile success — and to determine whether that success constituted a

threat to particular American industries or to the American economy in general.
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[T2] °
In a study at the University of Minnesota, twins (some raised together and others who
had grown up apart) were tested for a wide range of personality traits. In terms of

happiness — defined as the capacity to enjoy life — identical twins who were separated

soon after birth were considerably less alike than twins raised together. But when it

came to unhappiness, the twins raised apart — some without contact for as long as 64
years — were as similar as those who'd grown up together.

Why is unhappiness less influenced by environment? ...
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[T3] 10

On what day of the week was your tenth birthday? In what years did your birthday fall
on a Tuesday? In the year 2000, how many days are there between your birthday and
Easter? What was the weather like the day you turned 21? The year is 913360; on what
day of the week will June 6th fall that year? If you were still living in that year, how old
would you be?

Don’t know? George does.

George and his identical twin brother, Charles, are simply astounding, They are
calendar calculators. Give them a date and they can give you the day of the week over a
span of 80,000 years, 40,000 backward or 40,000 forward. Ask them to name in which
years in the next 200 (or any 200) Easter will fall on march 23 and they will name those

years with lightning rapidity, faster than a computer and just as accurately....
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