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“I don't know what you're making such a big fuss over. What do you see in that
thing?” asked Fay. “ The whole story, Fay. The whole solid past,” said Laurel. “Whose
story? Whose past? Not mine,” said Fay. “The past isn’t a thing to me. I belong to
the future, didn’t know that?”... “I know you aren’t anything to the past,” {Laurel]
said. “You can’t do anything to it now.” And neither am I: and neither can I, she
thought, although it has been everything and done everything to me, everything for
me... The past is like him [her father], impervious, and can never be awakened. It
is memory that is the somnambulist. [emphasis added] (178-79)
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