Constance Hill Hall: Incest
in Faulkner— A Metaphor
for the Fall
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Anthropology concerns itself primarily
with the origins and purposes of the in-

cest taboo,..(p. 1)

While anthropologists concern themselves
primarily with the matter of the taboo,
psychologists tend to focus on the way
incest functions in particular cases, on
the questions of why it occurs and how

it affects the people involved. (p. 3)

While anthroplogy concerns itself prima-
rily with the origins and ends of the in-
cest taboo and psychology with clinical
studies of incest offenders, history looks
at the incidence of incest within the
context of world events...history records
the efforts of man to evade, to ignore,
to challenge, and to manipulate the ta-
boo, and it notes also the instances in
which the incest ban has dictated to

man and to events (p. 5)

In its treatment of incest, literature in a
sense incorporates the approaches of all
three of the other disciplines under dis-
cussion. Like the psychologist, the writer

of fiction is concerned with the working

of the mind and heart of a particular
person ; like the anthropologist, he is in-
terested in the theoretical implications
that incest holds; and like the historian
he sees a particular act of incest expand-
ed and enlarged by its relation to the

figures and events of other times and

places. (p. 8)
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