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A DREAM

Here’s the dream I love—

Stay, old Sleep, allow me this,

One more moment—godlike bliss.—
Here's the dream I love.
Tell me then this dream?

O, it’s nothing, nothing at all,

But I was walking young and small

In the landscape like a dream.

What especial scene?
None especial; pure blue sky,
Cherry-orchards, a brook runs by,
And an old church crowns the scene.

Only that? If so,
All would be well; but swiftly changed,
The whole is banished and estranged.

I wake, it is not so.
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THE MIDNIGHT SKATERS

The hop-poles stand in cones,
The icy pond lurks under,
The pole-tops steeple to the thrones
Of stars, sound gulfs of wonder;
But not the tallest there, ’tis said,
Could fathom to this pond’s black bed.

Then is not death at watch
‘Within those secret waters?
What wants he but to catch
Earth’s heedless sons and daughters?
With but a crystal parapet
Between, he has his engines set.

Then, on, blood shouts, on, on,
Twirl, wheel and whip above him,
Dance on this ball-floor thin and wan,
Use him as though you love him;
Court him, elude him, reel and pass,
And let him hate you through the glass.
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THE RAILWAY JUNCTION

From here through tunnelled gloom the track
Forks into two; and one of these

‘Wheels onward into darkening hills,

And one toward distant seas.

How still it is; the signal light
At set of sun shines palely green;
A thrush sings; other sound there’s none,

Nor traveller to be seen—

Where late there was a throng. And now,
In peace awhile, I sit alone;

Though soon, at the appointed hour,

I shall myself be gone.

But not their way: the bow-legged groom,
The parson in black, the widow and son,
The sailor with his cage, the gaunt
Gamekeeper with his gun,
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That fair one, too, discreetly veiled—
All, who so mutely came, and went,

‘Will reach those far nocturnal hills,

Or shores, ere night is spent.

I nothing know why thus we met—

Their thoughts, their longings, hopes, their fate:
And what shall I remember, except—

The evening growing late—

That here through tunnelled gloom the track
Forks into two; of these

One into darkening hills leads on,

And one toward distant seas?
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THE SONG OF THE MAD PRINCE

‘Who said, ‘Peacock Pie’?
The old King to the sparrow:
Who said, ‘Crops are ripe’?
Rust to the harrow:
Who said, ‘Where sleeps she now?
‘Where rests she now her head,
Bathed in eve’s loveliness’ ?——
That’s what I said.

Who said, ‘Ay, mum’s the word’;
Sexton to willow:

Who said, ‘Green dusk for dreams,
Moss for a pillow’?

Who said, ‘All Time’s delight
Hath she for narrow bed;

Life’s troubled bubble broken’?—
That’s what I said.
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