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Dee Brown; Bury My Heart
at Wounded Knee
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The wagon loads of wounded Sioux
(four men and forty-seven women and
children) reached Pine Ridge after dark.
Because all available barracks were fil-
led with soldiers, they were left lying
in the open wagons in the bitter cold
while an 1nept Army officer searched for
shelter. Finally the episcopal mission
was opened, the benches taken out, and
hay scattered over the rough flooring.



It was the fourth day after Christ-
mas in the Year of our Lord 1890.
When the first torn and bleeding bodies
were carried into the candlelit church,
those who were conscious could see
Christmas greenery hanging from the
open rafters. Across the channel front
above the pulpit was strung a crudely
lettered banner: PEACE ON EARTH,
GOOD WILL TO MEN.
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