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Two　Phases　of　Language　Leaming Oral　and　Written

Michiko　Nagai

　　There　has　beell　much　discussion　over

the　past　decades　as　to　which　is　more

eHective　as　a　language　Ieaming　method，

to　lay　emphasls　on　the　acquisition　of

practical　skills　or　to　pursue　a　somewhat

nebulous　σoal　of　cult皿al　enrichment．　　　　　　　　　o

The　aims　of　leaming　a　language　ought　to

vary　from　individual　to　individual，and

the　ways　of　attaining　them　should　differ

accordingly．Leamers　whose　chief　aim　ls

to　乱cquire　reading　skill　in　it　naturally

tcnd　to　lnake　light　of　other　phases　of　this

language　leaming　business．They　are　not

to　be　blame（i　for　this　summarily，because

auro－oral　（ln至ls　by　themselvcs　do　not

directly　go　to　increasing　one－s　reading

ability、Conversely、only　to　get　theoretic

cxplallation　about　in（1ividual　soull（ls　of　a

Iallguage　an（1their　comb111ations　a11〔l　then

get　dlrills　in　them　would　be　worse　than

usdess，if　llot　accompanled　by　an　awarc－

11css　of　the　scmantic　colltents　they　rc－

P「esent・It　is　so　especla1】y　in　lcanling　a

甥0伽陀language。

　　Thc　purposc　of　this　paper　in　which　var－

ious　types　of　tests　are　to　be　critically

evaluated　is　to　fin（10ut　whether　the　rea（1－

ing　and　hstelling　comprehension　are　cor－

related，and，if　so，to　what　extent，　espc－

cially　whether　the　increase　of　one　skill　is

conducive　to　the　other．　Concurrently　we

shall　examine　if　the　fourfok1乱pproach　to

Ianguage　learning　（that　is，through　hear－

ing，speaking，reading，andwrltingit）

is　as　c鉦ective　as　is　generally　beheved．

　　Before　presenting　the　d＆ta　that　have

been　furnished　by　the　tests　given　at　di丘er－

ent　times　to　some300sample　students，

a　few　remarks　about　the　nature　and　sig－

nificance　of　our　tests　an（i　the丘　scoring

may　be　in　order．As　every　experienccd

teacher　knows，it　is　comparatively　easy

even　at　丘rst　reading　to　tell　‘excellent’

papers　from　extremcly‘poor’ones，which

C皿SOryaSSeSSmentiS，innineCaSeSOUt

oftcn，provedcorrectwhenactualmark－
ing　is　done　and　scores　are　added　up，

By　comparing　the　scores　the　teacher　can

see　how　much　better　onc　examinee　has

digeste（i　a　given　material　thall　anothcr．

There　is　an　important‘but－to　thls，As

in　all　mun（lane　a葺airs，luck　plays　an　im－

portant　part　ill　tests，Dj（l　thc　questions

hapl）ell　to　be　those　parts　a　stu（lent　had

prepare〔1wlth　special　care｝Was　he　under

some　mental　strain　or　at　some　physical

disadvantageン　No　student　can　（1isplay

unifonn　Ievel　of　intellectual　emcacy　on

a11Qccasions．Thcre　have　to　be　ups　an（1

downs．The　same　is　tme　of　the　teacher

who　prepares　questions　and　marks　thcm．

In　a　wOrd，it　iS　nOt　tOO　muCh　tO　Say

that　the　entirely　objective，scient壷fic　com－

parisoll　of　data　obtamed　through　such

tests　cannot　be　expected　in　real　life　sit－

uations。We　must，therefore，be　aware　in

studying　the　following　tables　that　a　nu－

merica1丘gure　may　not　always　carry　the
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　　From　Fig．I　it　will　be　observed　that

the　malority　of　students　who　did　ex－

tremely　well　in　the　entrance　examination

（Group。4）achieved　better　scores　in　the

terminal　examination　as　we11（Subdlvisiol1

‘〆in。Group遅）than　those　in　the　other

three　groups，The　scores　obtahled　by　in－

termediate　groups　B　and　C　also　show　a

close　fQllow－up　to　those　awarded　to　them

at　the　time　of　the　entr＆nce　cxamination．

Only　the　last　group　D　tends　to　show

slight　nuctuations，which，howcver，are　in

llo　case　big　enough　tQ　set　us　wondering

if　something　has　gonc　wrong　along　thc

way，On　the　whole，the　gradings　of　the

students　that　have　taken　thcse　two　tests

are　observed　to　draw　approximatcly　iden－

tical　curves．

then　went　oll　to　the　next　stagc　of　our

project，thc　giving　of　aural　comprehensiQn

tests　to　the　same　set　of　students．The

results　were　much　the　same　as　in　the　case

of　the　reading　alld　writlllg　tests，　as　is

shown　by　thc　following　table．

TobIe
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　　After　this　comparison　of　scores　obtained

by　the　same　set　of　students　in　the　two

tests　of5伽ゴZαy　naturc　aimed　at　measur－

ing　their　reading－writillg　and　aural　com－

prehension　abilities，　given　at　different

times　with　a　six－month　interval　in　be－

tween，we　proceeded　to　ascertain　what

results　they　would　show　in　two　ゐ塑7θπ’

kinds　of　tests、　one　being　the　al1－round

Toble　”1

examination　given　at　the　term－end，and

the　other　the　aural　test　they　had　already

gone　through　in　thc　entrance　examination．

Fig，III　indicates　that　one’s　aural　com－

prehension　ability　is　positively　co1Telated

with　one｝s　reading　ability　though　not　as

closely　as　in　the　case　of　the　same　sort

oftests．

T，E，All－
　　　　　　round

E．E．
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　　III　the　following　three　cases，wc　quoted

thc　scores　of　two　diHerent　types　of　tests

on　French　to　bc　compare（1with　those　of

thc　entrance　examinεLtion・given　in　　1968，

French　is　a　new】y　introduced　subject　to

most　of　the　sample　students，who　aτc

supPosed　to　be　eager　to　pursue　this　so

far　unknown　field　of　study　with　fresh　in－

terest．So，we　have　assumed　that　the

achievement　on　it　might　represent　faith一

flll】y　their　aptitudc　to　the　language　learn－

ing．

　　The　first　comparison　was　made　between

the　scores　of　thc　test　on　grammar　and

those　of　listening　comprehension　test　at

the　end　of　the　summer　term　in1968．

The　coef五cient　of　correlation　on　it　is　O．30，

which　may　be　consi（1ered　fairly，though

not　fully，reliable・
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Tqble　IV　French　Auro！Te“vs，French　Grαmmqr　TesHn　l968．
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　The　next　table　sho、vs　how　the　elltrallce

cxamnationscoresol1Enghsh（all－round

qucstions）go　with　the　term－end　test

scores　on　French　grammar．The　coef温cient

of　correlatioll　is　O．34which　suggests　great－

er　reliability　than　the　丘rst　casc．

　　The　result　of　the　last　comparison，that

is，between　the　English　entrallce　exami－

nation　and　the　French　aural　test　at　the

term－end，is　Iess　correlated　than　in　the

preceding　two　cascs，

＊　　　　＊ ＊ ＊ ＊

　　Our五rst　objective　in　conducting　these

experiments　was　to　fin（10ut　whether　thc

development　of　one　khld　of　hnguistic

sklll　will　be　con（iucive　to　that　of　thc

other　skills，We　cannot　draw　ally　definite

cQnclusioll　from　these　very　hm正ted　data
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whose　valklity　remains　to　be　proved．The

important　thing，however，as　mentioned

earlier、1s　reliability　of　the　test　itself，on

thc　illdividual　questions　of　which　depc11（ls

the　validity　of　the　whole　process。It　must

be　admitted　at　once　that　we　h＆ve　not

always　ha（i　firm　enough　conviction　in　the

appropriateness　of　the　tests　we　have　used，

cspecially　aural　tests，though　we　have

taken　as　much　pains　with　each　one　of

them　as　was　feasible　under　the　circum－

stances、Apart　from　this　di伍dence　and

apprehension，however，we　think　we　can

safely　say　that　the　results　of　the　expen－

ments　show　that　the　aural　ability　is　cor－

related　positively　with　the　reading　ability

－although　the　degree　of　correlation　dif－

fers　from　indiv孟du＆1to　individual，as，

for　example，students　who　had　done　ex－

trelllely　well　in　written　tests　failed　to

achieve　equally　high　marks　in　aural　tests．

The　existence　of　confelation　between　the

two　skills，thus　proved，supPorts　us　in　our

belief　that　auro－oral　drlns　w111　not，　as

was　once　believed、retar（l　the　progress　of

the　Ieamer7s　rea〔11ng　and　writillg　abilities．

Stated　ill　a　positive　、、・ay，　the　fourfokI

apProach　is　more　efTective　in　leaming　a

language，especiaHy　at　the　lnitial　st駄ges．

　Concern量ng　this　lnteraction　of　thc　four

phases　of　language　leanlil19，　John　B．

Carroll　writes　in　Tゐθ5ご％吻σL㈱82‘α88」

quirements　in　each　phase　would
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　（3）

complete　integration（iifHcult，”

make

　　What　are　the“certa孟11requiremcllts”

in　spoken　language　John　B，carroll　seems

to　have　had　in　mind　when　writing　the

above　message｝It　is　not（1i笛cult　to　imag－

ine　that　the　first　of　these　is　the　follow＿

ing、In　Oral　COmmUniCatiOn　a　Cert＆in

amount　of　supernuous　repetition　slips　ill

of　sound　al1〔l　syntactical　elements　whlch

may　not　be　noticed　by　the　other　person

and　which　are　usually　pruned　in　written

form．Aresearchshowsthatinspoken
English　there　is　50　per　cent　of　re〔1un一
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　（4）

dancy　on　an　average、If　the　Iistener　can－

not　quickly　　discard　　this　　redundancy

from　his　consciousness，he　will　miss　the

essential　parts　of　the　contents　of　any

particular　oral　communication．Of　the

other　requirements－no　less　important

than　the　redmdancy－we　might　safely

infer　th＆t　he　meant　soun（1discriminations，

intonation　p＆tterns，pitch　levels，　In　Ja－

pan，English　speech－forming　driIls　have

been　sadly　neglected　in　junior　an〔I　senior

h量gh　schools，which　is　Iargely　responsible

for　the　alarmmg　majority　of　coIlege　stu－

dents　failing　to　comprehend　evcn　the

simplest　language　material　when　spoken，

easy　enough　to　be　understood　even　by

コunior　high　school　pupils　when　presented

i11　、vritten　fornl。

　　“There　are　elements　common　to　the

two　enterprises　of　teαch正ng　oral　and

writtell　English：the　structural　features

of　the　language　are　the　same，alld　there

are　the　same　problems　of　meaning，

creativity，and　interpretation．　Furthcr－

more，　if　～ve　accept　the『notion　　that

competence　in　spoken　Ianguage　somehow

underlies　competence　in　writing　it，an

mtegration　program　makes　much　sense．

OII　the　other　halld，　certain　special　re一

　　This　ten（iellcy　to　glve　to　the　auro－oral

drills　in　language　Iearning　an　entirely

unmerited　col（1treatment　seems　tQ　obtain

not　only　in　Japan　but　in　other　countries

as　welL　John　B，carroll　saysl

　　“Any　analysis　of　the　nature　and　func－

tions　of　language　wiII　sho、v　that　oral

communication，in　both　its　expressive

and　its　receptive　phases，is　of　prime

importance，This　is　Qne　Qf　the　facts
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emphasized　by　linguistic　scientists　but

strangelyneglccted，atleastuntilre－
cclltly，　hl　our　wholc　scheme　of　c（1uca一
　　（5）

t1Qn．”

　And　Nelson　Brooks　writes　in　his　book

五αη8協8θα”4Lα鉛8％α8θ五θα解伽8’

　‘㌧・the　Ieaming　of　language　as　com－

munication　implies　the　use　of　many

morc　types　of　activity　than　have　tradi－

tionally　　been　employcd　in　langu＆ge

testillg，　The　llew　field　is　now　be蓋ng

employed　with　some　success・For　exam－

Ple，1t　has　recently　been　discQvered　that

listellmg　comprehension　is　a　factor　in

language　behavior　that　len（しs　itself　re－

markably　well　to　meas皿ement　and　such
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　（6）

tests　are　now　conl　in　g　into　general　u　se．”

　In　our　secondary　schools，1ittle，1f　any，

cffort　has　been　expellded　so　far　to　help

the　pupils　to＆cquire　aural　ability　of　the

lallguage　they　learn，、Vhy　ls　the　oral－aural

aspect　as　lleglccted　as　it　is　not　on里》7　ill

our⊃ullior　and　senior　high　schools　but

also　in　our　colleges　and　ulliversitlesg　Is

it　because　the　teachelrs盒ght　shy　of　the

drills，bemg　convmced，as　many　of　them

are，of　their　lack　o｛equipment　in　the

two　important　aspects　of　language　com－

munication，speaklng　the　language　they

teach　and　understanding　it　when　spokcnン

The　allswer　is　yes。But　thcre　is　another

reason、Part　of，if　not　the　whole，the

blame　should　be　bome　by　the　typc　of

］English　questions　given　in　the　co11ege

entrance　examination，which　inHuences，

of　llecessity，the　trends　of　Enghsh　teach－

ing　in　high　schools・　If　proper　tests　are

given　in　college　entrance　examination　for

aural　comprehension　of　English。，those

high　schooI　students　who　want　to　go　on

to　co1翌ege　will　come　to　have　more　inten－

sive　aura1－oral　drills　in　Engiish　while　at

high　schooL　At　co11ege　level　each　ind1一

vidual　student　ought　to　determine　for

himsclf　what　p＆rtlcular　language　skills

will　bc　most　necded　for　the　career　he　is

going　to　follow，but　in　secondary　schools

teachers　of　English　shQukl　devise　their

lessons　so　as　to　encourage　thelr　pupils

to　acquire　aural－oral　skills　along　　with

those　of　reading　and　writing，As　has　bcen

made　clear　by　our　invcstigation，1imlted

in（lee（1　but　su伍cient　for　the　pllrpose，

therc　undoubtedly　is　a　rcliable　nleasure

of　correlation　bctween　the　aural－oral　sldlls

and　the　readlng－writing　skills，　an（l　we

come　to　the　conclusion　that　some　foml

of　English　aural，comprehension　tests　are

to　be　given　in　the　coHegc　entrance　exam－

inatlon，if　only　to　increase　the　reliabil－

1ty　of　the　mcasurement　of　the　applicalltsP

general　command　of　English。The　type

of　English　questions81ven　in　our　coHege

entrance　examhlation　so　far　is　open　to

criticism，and　cverybo（ly　feels　the　need

for　some　drastlc　revision，but　even　as

things　stan（l　now，adoption　of　aural　tcsts

in　thc　coHege　entrance　cxamination　will

lcad　high　school　teachers　to　pay　nlorc

attelltion　to　this　v孟tal　branch　of　language

teaching，and　thcir　pupils　will　bene且t　in

the　long　run．In　Hitotsubashi　Universlty，

a皿al　comprehension　tests，mostly　in　the

form　of‘dictation7have　been　given　since

the　early　nineteen　hundreds，despite　tech－

11ical　d1伍culties　attendant　on　their　cxe－

cution，If　more　universities　and　cQlleges

in　Japan　adopt　English　aura1－comprehen－

sion　tests　to　supPlemellt　the　traditional

translation　papers，the　teaching　of　English

in　our　junior　and　senior　high　schools　will

before　long　begin　to　sho～v　marked　improve－

ments，more　fuily　rounded　andmore
　satisfactory　both　for　practical　purposes

and　cultural　enrichment．

　　Thc　importancc　of　aura1－oral

the　　e乱rly　　StagCS　Of　language

dri置1s　　at

leaming



camot　be　overemphasize（1．Once　the　leam－

cr　has　acquired　the　correct　pronuncia－

tlon　of　the　targct　language　durillg　these

initial　perlods，hc　wili　comc　to　understand

spoken　Enghsh　with　greatcr　ease，since　jt

is　＆11a　question　of　reco911izmg　the　actual

sounds　as　those　he　is　now　fully　acquaintc｛1

with　and　automat圭cally　forming　the　se－

mantic　contents　they　are　intended　　to

evoke，unit　by　unit，What　is　more　im－

portant、he　will　come　to　read　faster，　for

he　stumbles　less　in　hls‘silent’articulat呈on

alld　is　less　hampercd　in　his　association　of

SOUn（l　alld　SCl1Se．
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