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Longmans’
s 7  Linguistics Library

A Linguistic Study of the English Verb

F. R. Palmer, Professor of Linguistics, University College of
North Wales

A Linguistic Study of the English Verb has a place in the study
of linguistics and of English as a second or foreign language,
both of which subjects are today increasing in importance

at a rapid rate. The book will also be of interest to students
and teachers of English as a first language.

It is both theoretical and factual; it deals with all aspects of
the verb, including both its form and its function. The three
most important sections are concerned with the ‘primary’
pattern, dealing with tense (past and present only—the view
that English has a future tense is rejected), the progressive,
the perfect, and voice; the ‘secondary’ or ‘modal’ pattern,
dealing with the place and use of the modal auxiliaries,
such as will, shall, and can; and the ‘complex phrase’,

in which the catenatives (begin, keep, like, etc.) are
discussed in some detail.

The treatment of the modals is, perhaps, the most important
section, as it is almost entirely original and in greater organised
detail than anything since Jespersen, but there is much that
is new also in the analysis of the primary pattern and in the
brief final chapter on the phrasal verbs.

240 pp ¥ 1,650.

B H
THE LINGUISTIC SCIENCES AND LANGUAGE TEACHING
M. A. K. Halliday, Angus McIntosh & Peter Strevens

344 pp ¥ 2,100.
GENERAL LINGUISTICS An Introductory Survey R. H. Robins
384 pp ¥ 2,100.

E 4B 9 X R 3K L Ak BT 4105

N At
i BE (403) 3051~3053
LN i1 | W i:;a }E KITREEDT KRR T LS 5—45 JUg & A 3l
<& 5 (202 3 4 8 7




Longmans’
Linguistics Library & g

What /s Language?

A New Approach to Linguistic Description
R. M. W. Dixon, Lecturer in Linguistics, University College London,

Language is looked upon as a form of behaviour, its main
significance lying in its interrelations with other forms of
behaviour, both overt and mental. The present study aims to
take up a position between the extremes either of looking upon
the physical reality of the world as determining language,

or of regarding a person's ideas about ‘reality’ as being
determined by the structure of his language. Here language and
non-language patterns are held to be mutually determining.

The meaning of a language pattern has two components: its
correlations with other language patterns—called its internal
meaning—and its correlations with other non-language
patterns—its external meaning. A study of external meaning is
held to be at least as important as the investigation of internal
meaning (traditionally grammar, phonology, and so on), and in
some ways methodologically prior to it. Chapter 3 sketches a
set of categories that can be used in a distributional study of
the external meaning of a text, and indicates how this could be
generalized to produce a description of the external meaning
of a whole language. Problems of translation, and of the status
of symbolic and artificial languages, are also discussed.

To emphasise the descriptive nature of his categories,

the author has taken all his illustrations from spontaneous
English conversation.

Ready August 240 pp ¥ 2,040.
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Editors: C. E. Bazell, J. C. Catford, M. A. K. Halliday & R. H.
Robins
PATTERNS OF LANGUAGE

Papers in General, Descriptive & Applied Linguistics Angus
Mclntosh & M. A. K. Halliday
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