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Some messages of the hidden curriculum

Schooling and education are the same thing.

The world is non-educational : the school is unworldly.

W M=

Learning is the result of teaching.

4. Economically esteemed knowledge is the result of professional
teaching.

5. Learning is mastery of the curriculum. The curriculum is a
commodity. Schools and teachers package and sell the commodity.

6. Knowledge is divided into packages (subjects/topics), Learning is
linear—knowledge comes in sequential curricula and graded exercises.
(Curriculum reform is the filling of the curriculum with new packaged
courses).

7. Specialist knowledge is the kind which is most highly esteemed.

8. Other people make all the decisions. (You must accept ‘the en-
vironment’. You cannot influence—never mind change—it.)

9. Life is a zero-sum game in which individuals and countries com-
pete for scarce resources (university places, petroleum). One man’s/one
county’s gain is another man's / country’s loss. Competition, not
cooperation, is the essence of ‘life’, and is therefore ‘natural’.

10. Individuals and countries can be graded/degraded on a sliding
scale. (IQ / ‘academic’-‘Newsom’' children / restricted-elaborated code :
‘developed’-~‘underdeveloped’ countries.) The °‘poor’ are incapable of
helping themselves and need to be helped by those who are ‘better off’.
Philanthropy is thus a ‘natural’ part of the system.

11. There is a phase of a person’s life when he/she is at ‘school age’.
Education ends when schooling ends. In order to get more education we

must therefore raise the school-leaving age.
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