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1 thought of your beauty, and this arrow,
Made out of a wild thought, is in my marrow,
There’s no man may look upon her, now man,
As when newly grown to be a woman,

Tall and noble but with face and bosom

Delicate in colour as apple blossom.
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When men and women did her bidding they did it not only because shc was beautiful, but because
that beauty suggested joy and frecdom. Besides there was an element in her beauty that moved minds
full of old Gaelic stories and poems, for she looked as though she lived in an ancient civilization where
all superiorities, whether of the mind or the body, were a part of public ceremonial----- Her beauty,
backed by her greal stature, could instantly affect an assembly - -- for it was incredibly distinguished,

and if------ her face, like the face of some Greek statue, showed little thought, her whole body seemed

a masterwork of long labouring thought, as though a Scopas had measured and calculated, consorted

with Egyptian sages and mathematicians out of Babylon, that he might outface even Artemisia’s sepul-

chral image with a living norm. (The Stirring of the Bomes.) (N M%& =~ N Hifip)
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Why should I blame her g\mﬁ she filled my days
With misery, or that she would of late

Have taught to ignorant men most violent ways,
Or hurled the little streets upon the great,

Had they but courage equal to desire?

What could have made her peaceful with a mind
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That nobleness made simple as a fire,
With beauty like a tightened bow, a kind
That is not natural in an age like this,
Being high and solitary and most stern ?
Why, what could she have done, being what she is?

Was there another Troy for her to burn? (No Second Troy)
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A terrible beauty is born
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The purity of the unclouded moon

Has flung its arrowy shaft upon the floor.

Seven centuries have passed and it is pure,

The blood of innocence has left no stain.

There, on blood-saturated ground, have stood
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Solider, assassin, executioner,
Whether for daily pittance or in blind fear
Or out of abstract hatred, and shed blood,
But could not cast a single jet theron.
Odour of blood on the ancestral stair!
And we that have shed none must gather there

And clamour in drunken frenzy for the moon.

Upon the dusty, glittering windows cling,
And seem to cling upon the moonlit skies,
Tortoiseshell butterflies, peacock butterflies,
A couple of night-moths are on the wing.

Is every modern nation like the tower,

Half dead at the top ? No matter what I said,
For wisdom is the property of the dead,

A something incompatible with life; and power,

WO



Like everything that has the strain of blood,
A property of the living; but now stain
Can come upon the visage of the moon

When it has looked in glory from a cloud.
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Before me floats an image, man or shade,

‘Shade more than man, more image than a shade;

For Hades’ bobbin bound in mummy-cloth

May unwind the winding path;



A mouth that has no moisture and no breath
Breathless mouths many summon;

I hail the superhuman;

I call it death in life and life in death.
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Leda and The Swan
A sudden blow: the great wings beating still
Above the staggering girl, her thighs caressed
By the dark webs, her nape caught in his bill,

He holds her helpless breast upon his breast.

How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs?
And how can body, laid in that white rush,

But feel the strange heart beating where it lies ?

A shudder in the loins engenders there
The ‘broken wall, the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.

- - Bing so caught up,
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So mastered by the brute blood of the ari,
Did she put on his knowledge with his power

Before the indifferent beak could let her drop?
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(A) An intellectual hatred is the worst,

So let her think opinions are accursed,

Have I not seen the loveliest woman born

Out of the mouth of Plenty’s horn

Because of her opinionated mind

Barter that horn and every good

By quiet natures understood

For an old bellows full of angry wind ?

Considering that, all hatred driven hence,
The soul recovers radical innocence

And learns that it is self-delighting,
Self-appeasing, self-affrighting,

And that its own sweet will is Heaven’s will;
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She can, though every face should scowl
And every windy quarter howl
Or every bellows burst, by happy still.
(A Prayer For My Daughter)
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(B) I became a man, a hater of the wind,
Knowing one, out of all things, alone, that his head
May not lie on the breast or his lips on the hair
Of the woman that he loves, until he dies;
O beast of the wilderness, bird of the air,
Must I endure your amorous cries ?

(He thinks of His Past Greatness)
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‘Have no lit candles in your room’,



That lovely lady said,

“That I at midnight by the clock
May creep into your bed,

For if 1 saw myself creep in

I think I should drop dead’

O my dear, O my dear.

‘I love a man in secret,
Dear chambermaid,” said she.
‘I know that I must drop down dead
If he stop loving me,
Yet what could I but drop down dead
If I lost my chastity ?’
O my dear, O my dear.

‘So you must lie beside him
And let him think me there.
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And maybe we arc all the same

Where no candles are,

And maybe we are all the same

The strip the body bare’

O my dear, O my dear.
(The Three Bushes)
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‘Because I am mad about women
I am mad about the hills’

Said that wild old wicked man
Who travels where God wills.
‘Not to die on the straw at home,
Those hands to close these eyes,
That is all T ask, my dear,

From the old man in the skies.

Daybreak and a candle-end,

‘Kind are all your words, my dear,
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Do not the rest withhold.
Who can know the year, my dear,
When an old man’s blood grows cold?
I have what no young man can have
Because he loves too much.
Words I have that can pierce the heart,

But what can he do but touch ?

Daybreak and a candle-end.

Then said she to that wild old tnan,
His stout stick under his hand,
‘Love to give or to withhold

Is not at my command.

I gave it all to an older man:

That old man in the skies.

Hands that are busy with His beads

o



Can never close those eyes!

Daybreak and a candle-end.

‘Go your ways, O go your ways,
I choose another mark,

Girls down on the seashore

Who understand the dark;.
Bawdy talk for the fishermen;

A dance for the fisher-lads;
When dark hangs upon the water
They turn down their beds.

Daybreak and a candle-end.
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(The Wild Old Wicked Man)
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‘A young man in the dark am I,

But a wild old man in the light/

¢ All men live in suffering,
I know as few can know,
Whether they take the upper road
Eeme v i e QHEREUVORR s
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Or stay content on the law,
Rower bent in his row-boat
Or weaver bent at his loom,
Horseman erect upon horseback
Or child hid in the womb.

Daybreak and a cendle-end.

‘ That some stream of lightning
From the old man in the skies
Can burn out that suffering
No right-taught man denies.
But a coarse old man am I,

I choose the second-best,

I forget it all awhile

Upon a woman’s breast.

Daybreak and a cendle-end.



Q00 <FERHIEQE U0’
IS UQn R’

W 5 S UEEDY ) SR A0 U0 B
2110 45 42 R0 EEH 4110 A7

B QB ~ 10 410 1S

F100 Q0 0RO S0
Ehallc

BRe

MKEL S W< R O 9t
L QRoQESS
W QHIZE W B O v
A HIAVENOR < L
Beme vl on OHERZ VYO

Qe v R 4 2000

IRRS



|EKHEREE REBER o =
S AORHR U e < e
NEmeY x+p 5 5°
KOBURAY
R4

SEOQERBY LWL N

KERDe" Qo v Rwdee

WHEU O SPOREHE OB OvEVv-UIY HEECH L OO TRRRQL0" Qv Rauge] V5
HESRUN<OHEOHROYIEW O 0o IEP910° ERORUVEY Q RE O wN<ORE UER IR 40
KEVEDO LY WhR<O®RE LM eBEIBREUEI v Se°
DPLQEVACE<CERARELREL L O vo’ VOELwLweHREQ#HE 2fz< ety iz oy
BELRES® D/RDME = o M v REVLBE U Bl BEK LBEG © U°

HOEHEQ | B R0 0 < HIHE QM — v 2 HHTEm U HpRe ) v vBR 20 W A—& L BBy

RAOQ N ER LR RN SR E VTR O U Y WO aen QU £11) U Q P

W) QEEMEQKROROEHBEU RO N —~ 2 YA OnELHEQeR” Hnm QEQHIEY O 4



7z
5

FEZ KR VHE LHIE S S - AEOU Vo QRN L W L0 -um” B 1 Kl P RITE -0 9% L OF L 2
AP R 0N ]
WPVt ) L0 IR Y — =T — N ( ORKRIV LK OELSTHE R OH R UHEVFEY QR0
© QR0 UL BT O v U SR U aRVERK UG Ll B0 — N QEE QK viEsym
BB~ N e RED D AIIEUIYQEMBE R 1 v N QEEEC WER O bR 0 R EIE U 0 RS
COMNELT T — N QKUK OINE VR-oHI L BOEEY 4O VHESOYY v PEOVKEDOH L ¢ B
(vt o RSN EEO L KO VELY L0 U L00BOCHEEY . HRAM0CHEY ALY
REHVHREVES | R ORCIRGECVEHOKORBEIFE Frvvimied Dk ionme
LEHOWRHEVEQDURESP L ® 1) VB SLH SBKOEEL 0 © 2100

REULHA O PHINNOREELOT Y MR LME ] Oov T420 5] WREOSN) VAKOTHES Q&
SHARN PR ) WHEKDQe° DRIEEY CREVERENVEQUP 0 o FEIK KO PR D1

A ]
AN

T

7

LROBOIEYREY VL

DIV QU U S HH VIS

BHUOVRESQD
Bemev v OHENS v o EY ni=

ra’



PEKSEREF J{WHER o ki)
S — (The Tower)

WD | RERN 5 LeHERORKURN» 2

A QEKE R
o Hbag Ly

REQHE-L eRUHALER

CHBDOR NS Y 5% (The Last Poems.)

QO W R PR HUEFEFORNWeIKHRIRBOL L S REEQCHRwS W L L°

IR KO- X~ @Y EON AN QHFVAES - v 2 QIEUROOEZQERN L w
By JE KT NN QEEVRONEE M ER NS ) QEKOEXRICHRU OEUEROEW®
AL Q8 ROBE BRI Q- Vo0 1 [EIRIX VO VEH L1 5 0° FRAROMLUIERg0<E»" Hdio" fs0

r o,

B HEEAHO~ QR OUH O WPV RS DE-ew ) U0 {088 <d@?%¢%%

~

D/\

1?5{



QP L~ UED 00 Ve B 51 5000 W TR 4 1k Y iR O LERT DRAUEES Y
NN Q3 Qe F UK QA um L ) U = o N R RETES U O S VEN D SR L 0 e
R RAR el
Mo > K VR - IEE R ESEL P 50° B0 L0002 Qv KER L -eE@mu P Y 510°)

M8 AEST) V4 TEE] 2RARV5Se©Q R vV v 0RE BHOHIHKY RECHRVERC»Q
WA QW RPN BECEHVOEREB oMY HECHINUNIKRu S ve2 QbR HIHE Y
WEE FHEVLAQoHEZEE vOP Qv QP My’ HREVHECHEVL ~REES” BKUEw S L
NN D—h P’ WRBRO R OERPCER ( ORKESN NI -he ] ORI NP0’ BRws
A PO <EREHOEKSERY BUSHMVHBVERCECeRVRLe PR’ Ve o RRBPLT
YA WD VR RERSVH<OH 4%~ R O PEHESEEEER (VL& 0 ) VREKPR0 U
0Q 0 Q RSOTS8O W< AER O U R UZeRE [ B TH<O/mE] VOVEL N

te Grant me an old man’s T.mdawm.

Myself must I remake

Till T am Timon and Lear

Or that William Blake

Who that upon the wall
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Till Truth obeyed his call,
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The GYRES ! the gyres ! Old Rocky Face, look forth;

Things thought too long can be no longer through,

For beauty dies of beauty, worth of worth,

And ancient lineaments are blotted out.

Irrational streams of blood are staining earth;

Empedocles has thrown all things about;

Hector is dead and there’s a light im Troy;

We that look on but laugh in tragic joy.



What matter through numb mightmare ride on top,

And blood and mire the sensitive body stain ?
What matter ? Heave no sigh, let no tear drop,
A greater, a hﬁoam gracious time has gone.
For painted forms or boxes of make-up
In ancient tombs I sighed, but not again;:
What matter 7 Out of cavern comes a voice,
And all it knows is that one word ‘ Rejorce !’
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The Statues

Pythagoras planned it. Why did the people stare ?
His numbers, though they moved or scemed io move
In marble or in bronze, lacked character.

But boys and girls, pale from the imagined love

Of solitary beds, knew what they were,

That passion could bring character cnough,

And pressed at midmight in some public place

Live lips upon a plummet-measured face.



No ! Greater than Pythagoras, for the men

That with a mallet or a chisel modelled these
Calculations that look out casual flesh, put down
All Asiatic vague immensities,

And not the banks of oars that swam upon

The many-headed foam at Salamis.

Europe put off that foam when Phidias

Gave women dreams and dreams their looking-glass.

One image crossed the many-headed, sat

Under the tropic shade, grew round and slow,

No -Hamlet thin from eating flies, a fat

Dreamer of the Middle Ages. Empty eyeballs knew
That knowledge increases unreality, that

Mirror on mirror mirrored is all the show.

When gong and conch declare the hour to bless
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Grimalkin crawls to Buddha's emptiness.
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