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The quality of these reports leaves much to be desired. Not only is the coverage of
commodities incomplete, but after 1918, probably due to continuocus civil strife, the
number of local authorities submitting economic data to the Peking Government diminished
year by year. By 1921, in the tenth and final annual report, only ten provinces were
included, and the usefulness of the report as a source of information became highly fimited.
In fact, only the first four reports (1912 to 1915) have reasonably good coverage

Even for the early years, reporting was inaccurate and imprecise. This can be attributed
to inexperience in data compilation and partly to lack of proper care in reporting and
printing. Moreover, there were numercus obvious errors in the annual reports. Some of
the reported figures simply cannot be substantiated. -«

------ In view of these problems, it has been decided not to use here the statistical
information contained in these reports, despite the fact that they are probably the only
comprehensive and centralized source of economic statistics for the first few years of
the Republican period
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" John K. Chang, Industrial Development in Pre-Communist China : 4
Quantitative Analysis , Bdinburgh University Press, 1969, p. 15.
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