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< REsuME> BOOK REVIEW

ON ATATURK AND THE MODERNIZATION OF TURKEY
EDITED BY JACOB M. LANDAU, REVIEW PRESS/E.J. BRILL, 1984

Iwao KAMOZAWA

The modernization of Turkey has often been compared with that of
Japan, as typically shown by the book ‘Political Modernization in Japan and
Turkey’ (A. Rustow, ed., Princeton University Press, 1964). The moderniza-
tion of Turkey has been, indeed, quite like that of Japan, Westernization.
However, a brief glance at the present situation of the societies of the two
countries shows different courses of modernization, not to mention different
levels achieved. Fundamental differences are exhibited in the religious ideol-
ogy of the mass, the orientation of rural people to the central government, the
development of spontaneous settlements in urban areas, and the phenomenon
of exportation of workers abroad. The course of modernization in Turkey is
of much interest to Japanese for the purpose of reflecting upon and reexamin-
ing their own course of modernization and their newly experienced high
economic development.

The book here reviewed is a collection of the proceedings of the Inter-
national Symposium on Atatiirk and the Modernization of Turkey, held at
the Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, in October 1981 to mark the centenary of
Mustafa Kemal’s birth. Similar symposiums were held in Turkey in the same
year. The site of discussions, it must be noted, had their influence on the
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content, with those held in Turkey being influenced by an atmosphere of
nationalism and the military, and that of Israel having a strong (but unmen-
tioned) undercurrent of Zionism.

The book consists of five parts: 1) Kemalist Ideology, 2) Political
Culture and Bureaucracy, 3) Social and Economic Issues, 4) Westernism and
Culture, and 5) Perceptions of Kemalism. Eighteen scholars from 6 countries
(one from France, two from Great Britain, six from Israel, seven from Turkey,
one from the United States, and one from West Germany) contributed papers.

Readers of the book can understand that the symposium was well-
organized. Two main aspects of Kemalism, the historical roots of Kemalism in
the Ottoman period, and the validity of Kemalism today as compared to the
early days of the Republic, were fully and successfully explored by the
contributors.

The well-organized proceedings, however, leave much to be desired. The
scholars who criticize Kemalism as being overly Western-oriented, are them-
selves guilty of a different type of Westernism. Their point of view is over
intellectualized, whereas one wishes to hear the voices of the rural Turks
today, in the manner Mahmut Makal (Bizim K&y, Ekin Basimevi, Istanbul,
1950) presented the subject 35 years ago. In particular, almost no efforts
were made in the book under review to consider and understand, or at least
refer to, the situation of minorities in the state. This issue was carefully
analyzed by Ismail Besik¢i (Dogu Anadolu’nun diizeni, Sosyo/Ekonomik ve
Etnik Temeller, E. Yayinlari, Istanbul, 1969). One would like to hear more
about it. Readers of the proceedings can only surmise that the environment
of Israel, where the open discussion of the situation of minority Arabs is not
welcome, had its influence on the symposium.



