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The Age of Schooling for Youth Laborers: Various Aspects
of the Conversion of Youth Laborers from the 1920s to 40s

Hajime Kimura, Masahiro Takase and Chikako Tomizawa
Abstract

This paper describes the transition of youths from school to work
in the dual structure of the industry of the 1930s, especially focusing
on the schooling extensively provided at that time. In those days,
youth laborers consisted of woman youth laborers, commercial
apprentices and industrial apprentices, and we examined youth
laborer training by focusing on the introduction of the schooling.
The following was clarified through this research.

(1) While the women labor markets expanded between W. W. 1
and W. W. I, the relation of school to the working world was
strengthened especially in the modern sector. The introduction of
schooling for young women laborers enabled a good labor force to
be maintained. This corresponds simultaneously with women's
demand for learning continuity.

(2) The increase in the inflow of many youths to large-scale cities
required “urban education” with a different structure from that
offered in rural areas in the 1920s. “Urban education” aimed to
dissolve the duality of vocational training in commerce and to
reorganize apprenticeships into the school system.

(8) In order for youth laborers to understand the need for private
youth schools, formation of a consciousness and attitude to accept
the school itself was a valuable premise. It led to acquisition of the
knowledge and skill required for entry to the working world, and
the formation of -the consciousness for further learning after
graduating from a higher elementary school.
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