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Figure 0.1. Two mother-of-all-inequality disputes: the Gini coefficient of coun-
tries” per capita GDPs.

So, is world inequality then decreasing? Which one is true? These are
only countries’ average incomes; where are incomes of the individu-
als? The objective of the book is to answer these questions. But before
we do so, we need to take the reader through some indispensable

definitions.
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“Global” inequality ilanovic(1999)
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Cambodia  China Indonesia Japan Korea, Rep. Philippine Singapore Thailand Vietnam
GDP growth (annual %) 108 10.7 55 22 50 54 79 50 8.2
GDPPerCapita(current US$) 5113 20161 16355 34,1936 183408 13628 294740 32523 725.2
Inflation, GDP deflator (annual %) 47 36 136 (0.9) 04) 52 02 50 13
Life expectancy at birth, total (years, 589 720 68.2 82.3 785 na 79.9 702 708
Population growth (annual %) 1.7 06 1.1 (00 0.3 20 32 0.7 1.2
Mortality rate, under—5 (per 1,000) 822 23.7 33.6 36 49 31.6 28 18 16.8
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