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ThisbookdepictspoliticalchangesinThailandduringthe1990singreatdetailand

providesvaluableinsightsintothedemocratizationprocessthere.Theauthorstrongly

criticizestheviewthatthemiddleclasseswerethemainpromotersofdemocratization
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inThailandandarguesthatonthecontrary,theThaimiddleclasses,whichdistrustand

despisethelowerclasses,haveactuallybeentryingtohamperfulldel110CratizatiomHe

alsoclaimsthatpoliticalreformduringthe1990sshouldbeviewednotasprogress

towardfulldemocratizationbutasthesuccessoftheshrewdThaimiddleclasses

attempttohindersucllprogress

Thoughtheseargumentshavesomevalidity,theauthorhasovet100kedtwocrucial

points.First,democratizationconsistsofmorethallOlledimension,includingrangeof

politicalinclusion,qualityofp()1iticalparticipation,freedomofspeechandpress,andso

on.Itisquitepossiblethatthosewhosupportcertainaspectsofdemocratizationmay

opposeothers.Astheauthorhimselfargues,iHvouldbeerrolleOuStOSaythatthemiddle

classesinThallandsupportedalltheaspectsofdemocratizationallofthetimedtlringthe

1990S.However,itisequallywrongtOClaimthatthemiddleclassesopposedalュaspects

ofdemocratizatiorlallofthetime

Secondly,themiddleclassesarebynomeansamonolithicsectionofThaisocial

structure,whichbringsustoonel′eryImportantquestionleftunansweredbytheauthor.

ifnotthemiddleclasses,exact一ywhowasthemainpromoterofdemocratizationin

Thailandduringthe199Ds?Itwouldseemtohavebeenmorefruitfulandintellectually

stimulatingtoanalyzewhichportionsofthemiddleC一assessupportedoropposedwhich

aspectsofdemocratizationunderwhatconditionsthanmerelytrytonegatetheobvious-

lywrongviewthatthemiddleclassessupportedallaspectsofdemocratizationallofthe

timeunderasimilarmonolithicandonedimensiollalviewofdemocratizatir)∩
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