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The Reform of the House (Ie) on the Gists of the Amendment of the
Meiji Civil Code
Akiko Minowa

Japanese government established the Temporary Legislative
Council in 1919 to promote the amendment of the Meiji Civil Code. In
1927, they issued The Gists of the Amendment of the Meiji Civil Code
which aimed to 1) strengthen the le System, 2) to improve
homemakers” and children’s rights (i.e. strengthen the individuals),
and 3) to protect family lives.

The existing studies on the family order in pre-war Japan typically
assume that the principle of Je System contradicted the principle of
the individuals. On the contrary, The Gists of the Amendment of
Meiji Civil Code implied that strengthening the individual rights of

homemakers and children would reinforce the e System.
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