
 iii

 FIGURES  
   
Figure 1.1 Diglossic situation in Singapore………………………………………………………………... 7 
Figure 1.2 Typology of Bilingual Education………………………………………………………………. 9 
Figure 1.3 Two stages of Language shift…………………………………………………………………... 12 
Figure 1.4 Resident population aged 5 years and over by languages most frequently spoken at home…… 13 
Figure 1.5 Changes and Ranking Order of Home Languages……………………………………………... 13 
Figure 2.1  Brief classification of direct and indirect strategies……………………………………………. 24 
Figure 2.2 Four Quadrants Model on the Dimensions of Cognitive and Context…………………………. 27 
Figure 2.3 Four Possible Situations and its Dimension of Cognitive and Context………………………...  28 
Figure 2.4 Biggs’ three approaches to learning……………………………………………………………. 37 
Figure 3.1 Characteristics of Singapore Government Schools and Government-aided Schools at 

Secondary Level………………………………………………………………………………...

44 

Figure 3.2 Four Basic Language Abilities………………………………………………………………….  51 
Figure 3.3 Language motivation in behavioural terms…………………………………………………….. 52 
Figure 3.4 Graph of SILL averages………………………………………………………………………... 54 
Figure 3.5 Diagram of the Strategy System Showing Two Classes, Six Groups, and 19 sets……………... 59 
Figure 3.6(a) Memory Strategies……………………………………………………………………………… 61 
Figure 3.6(b) Cognitive Strategies…………………………………………………………………………….. 62 
Figure 3.6(c) Compensation Strategies……………………………………………………………………….. 62 
Figure 3.6(d) Metacognitive Strategies……………………………………………………………………….. 63 
Figure 3.6(e) Affective Strategies…………………………………………………………………………….. 63 
Figure 3.6(f) Social Strategies……………………………………………………………………………….. 64 
Figure 4.1 Overall SILL Average Score for Different Strategies…………………………………………... 76 
Figure 4.2 Overall SILL Average Score for Individual Student……………………………………………. 77 
Figure 5.1 Iceberg Model…………………………………………………………………………………... 114 
Figure 5.2 The Threshold Theory………………………………………………………………………….. 114 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

 
 



 iv

 TABLES  
   
Table 3.1  Key to Understanding Averages in SILL……………………………………………………….. 54 
Table 4.1  Number of research participants………………………………………………………………... 66 
Table 4.2  Students’ Most Familiar Language……………………………………………………………... 66 
Table 4.3   Language(s) spoken at home by the number of students………………………………………. 67 
Table 4.4 (a) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 67 
Table 4.4 (b) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 67 
Table 4.5 (a) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 68 
Table 4.5 (b) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 68 
Table 4.6 (a)  Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 69 
Table 4.6 (b) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 69 
Table 4.6 (c) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 69 
Table 4.6 (d) Findings on Background of Language Use…………………………………………………….. 70 
Table 4.7 (a) Findings on Language Appraisal-Level of Proficiency (Total)………………………………… 71 
Table 4.7 (b) Findings on Language Appraisal-Level of Difficulty (Total)…………………………………... 72 
Table 4.8 Findings on Language Attitude-Level of Interest (Total)………………………………………. 73 
Table 4.9 Findings on Language Attitude towards the Learning of English and Chinese………………... 74 
Table 4.10(a) Findings on Language Motivation towards the Learning of English and Chinese…………….. 74 
Table 4.10(b) Findings on Language Motivation towards the Learning of English and Chinese…………….. 75 
Table 4.11 Overall SILL Score for Different Strategies……………………………………………………. 76 
Table 4.12 Overall SILL Average for Individual Student: Ranking Order…………………………………. 78 
Table 4.13 SAP students’ language background and language choice……………………………………...  79 
Table 4.14 SAP students’ familiar language and L1……………………………………………………….. 81 
Table 4.15 Memory Strategies used by the students……………………………………………………….. 83 
Table 4.16 Cognitive Strategies used by the students……………………………………………………… 85 
Table 4.17 Compensation Strategies used by the students…………………………………………………. 87 
Table 4.18 Metacognitive Strategies used by the students………………………………………………… 88 
Table 4.19 Affective Strategies used by the students………………………………………………………. 91 
Table 4.20 Social strategies used by the students…………………………………………………………... 92 
Table 5.1(a) Language Use Frequency on Books, Surfing Internet and Emails/Letters…………………….. 109 
Table 5.1(b) Language Use Frequency on Books, Surfing Internet and Emails/Letters…………………….. 110 
Table 5.1(c) Language Use Frequency on Books, Surfing Internet and Emails/Letters…………………….. 110 
Table 5.2 SAP students’ language background, language choice and score for compensation strategies...  112 

 


