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Abstract:

In this paper, we explore the current situations and future issues about
the earthquake recovery policies, in particular, the group relocation
projects for disaster mitigation, which have been applied to the resi-
dential areas severely damaged by tsunamis in the Great East Japan
Earthquake. In doing so, we pay serious attention to the fact that these
damaged areas had been shrinking in terms of population even before the
Earthquake. As a case study, we carefully compare Ishinomaki City with
New Orleans, both of which were hit by severe natural disasters when
they were shrinking. Based on our investigation, we propose a recovery
policy which allows residents to dwell in tsunami-damaged areas if they
wish unlike the current policy which forces residents to leave damaged
areas.
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